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I. INTRODUCTION

1. On 28 October 1987. the General Assembly adopted resolution 42/11 on
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of American States
tOAS), in which the Assembly, inter alia, invited the Secretary-General to take the
necessary measures for promoting and expanding co-operation and co-ordination
between the United Nations and OAS in order to increase the capacity of the two
organizations for the attainment of their common objectives: and requested him, in
close co-ordination with the Secretary-General of OAS, to promote meetings between
representatives of the two organizations for the purpose of holding consultations
on policies, projects, measures and procedures that would facilitate and broaden
co-operation between them.

2. The General Assembly also urged the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system to collaborate with the
Secretary-General in the submission and follow-up of proposals designed to
intensify and expand co-operation in all spheres between the United Nations system

and OAS and its specialixed  agencies: and to initiate, maintain and increase
consultations with the specialized agencies, organizations and related programmes
of OAS responsible for development projects for the purpose of co-operating with
them in the attainment of their objectives.

3. On 22 January 1988, letters transmitting the above resolution were sent, on
behalf of the Secretary-General, to the following specialized agencies:
International Labour Organisation (ILO), Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), World
Health Organization (WHO), World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), Universal
Postal Union (UPU), International Telecommunication Union (ITU),  World
Meteorological Organization (WMO), International Maritime Organization (IMO),  World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO),
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT). Similar letters were also sent to the following: United Nations
Centre on Transnational Corporations, United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF),
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (JJNCTAD),  United Nations
Development Programme (INNDP), JJnited  Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations University (UNU), Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), United Nations Centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat), United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO),
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), World Food
Council (WFC), World Food Programme (WFP) and International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement CJ~- Women (INSTRAW).

4. The p~~f!!;t~nt.  r e p o r t  o u t l i n e s  1-lie  measures taken to i.mpIrJn~?~l~  the, pro,bmi  sj on:; (11
rssolrltioll 42111. Section II provide:: 61 brief account 0iI consilltc7t.ic911:;  between
represent.atives  of the two organj.zations. Section III sets out-  the replies
received from the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system c+uncerning  co-operation between the United Nations and CAS.

/ . . .
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II. CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE ORQANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

5. The Secretary-General  o f  the  Uni ted  Nat ion6 and the  Srcretery-Goneral  o f  OAS
and  t he i r  r ep r e sen t a t i ve s  co l l abo ra t ed  clorely,  d u r i n g  t h e  period o f  its
functioning, aa members of the International Verification and Follow-up Commirrrion
establirhed  under the Procedure for the ertablirhment  of a firm and la6ting peace
in Central America, signed at Quatemala  City on 7 Augurt 1987, commonly rrferrrd to
a6 the Eaquipular  II agreement, A/ In October 1987, in conformity with it6 mandatr
of verifying and monitoring fulfilment of the commitmentr ret forth in the
agreement, and in rerponrs  to the requert made by the other mrmberr of the
Commirrion,  t h e  t w o  S e c r e t a r i e s - G e n e r a l  d e c i d e d  t o  d i s p a t c h  a  j o i n t  preliminary
technical miroion  to evaluate the requirement6 for poosible  on-site inrpoction of
the compliance by the five Central American countries of their commitmente aa
regard6 recur i ty . The  million,  af ter  vis i t ing the five Centra l  American countrier
in October and aftor a 6econd round of conrultationo in November with the
reprerentatives  of  the  Centra l  American Qovernmenta, 6ubmitted  two report6 for the
conrideratiou of the International Commission,

6, The Secretary-Ganeral of the United Nation6 reviewed development6 in Central
Amer ica  with the Secretary-General of OAS, in the c o n t e x t  of the 2nd, 3rd and
4th meeting6 of the International Commirsion,  held recpeotively  on
28 September 1987 in New York, on 7 November 1987 in Warhington  and on
4 December 1987 in New York.

7, At the invitation of OAS, a delegation from the United Nation6  Secretariat
a t t e r . ded  .in an  oboe rve r  capac i t y  t he  s even t een th  r egu l a r  resoion  o f  t h e  Qeneral
A660mbly  of OAS held in Waehington from 9 to 14 November 1987,

8. Contacts  have been maintained throughout the reet of the year between the two
Socretarier-General  or  the i r  repreeentativee  on  matter6  of mutua l  interset  to  the
two organisatione,

I I I , CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

9, There  are  no  jo in t  activities  between the  Uni ted  Nat ions  Centre  on
Tranenational Corporations and OAS and the speciali6ed  agencies,

10, T h e  secretnriat  of  ths 1lt1il;tlrl  Nnt.l.anfi Confe r ence  o n  Trwlr!  rlnrl Ucvelopment  tlet:
no co-operat ion arrangement .5  with IJAS a t  th is  t ime .
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11. The Regional Bureau for Latin America ant3  the Caribbean of UNDP and OAS have
been involved in joint effort6 to aerjrt the development of the countries in Latin
America and the  Car ibbean s i n c e  the  incept ion  of  UNDP, l’hie col labora t ion  ha6 been
intenee in various fieldr, including ecience and technology, development planning
and c r i t i c a l  poverty0 This collaboration has concentrated mainly on co-ordinating
a66ictance  u n d e r  t e c h n i c a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s , Some prevailing legal
constraints do not a6 yet permit cost-rharing  arrangement6 that could enhance
mutual  co-opera t ion .

12, Conrultationo  and co-operation between ths Regional Bureau and OA6 have
recently gained a new momentum with the drawing up of the rpecial  plan of economic
co-operation for Central America reqUO6t6d  by the C?enerai  Aeeembly in resolutions
42/l of 7 October 1987 and 421204 of 11 Dacember  1987, which will provide  a more
fruit ful  rupport  to  the  e c o n o m i c  development  of the r e g i o n  and o p e n  n e w  avenue6 for
co-operation (we al60 A/42/949). UNDP ir alao in  consul ta t ion  wi th  OAS
inetitutionr i n  t h e  r e g i o n , ruch aa the Inter-American Institute for Agricultural
Scioncar (IICA), to undertake joint projectn, including a regional proje,t  for the
application of technologica l  innovat ion  in  agr icul ture  in  Centra l  Amrr.ica.

13. UNDP will participate in t.he Regional Conference on Critical Poverty organised
by OAS at Cartegena, Colombia, in Augurt 1988.

14. UNU ha6 no co-operation arrangement6 with OAS, erlthough i t  hap u n d e r t a k e n  a
number of programme activities, not:bly in Latin America and the Caribbean,
including a major project on “Latin  American perspect ives”  and a projec t  on
“Technological  capaci ty  and prorpective  in  the  Thi rd  World8 the cam of Latin
America”, Thie  wili be followed by a new project on “High technology in Latin
America year 2000”, VNV har alto recently concluded an agreement with the
Government of Venecuela  concerning a biotechnology programme for Latin  America and
the Caribbean.

15. ConfiultntionR  bre to  be  held  wi th  the  secre tar ia t  of  OAS as Goon  as posrible
t o  discuris putx~it:inl  a r e a s  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,

161 Sinc!c? thy 66tabli6hment  of ECLAC 40 yank-6 ago, it IlRR  h?et\ the wish o f  thr?
Qovernment.6  oE t h e  region t o  en6uI:e sffjcient co-ordinatiou  atnl~ng t h e  organizctiun:;
operating in t.lro sc!onom1.c aucl H11t!i,f\.l f if! 1f.h 1.11 Lntlri  Ameriiln;\ 1tnr.1 t:,liti C~\rJbl~entl,
ArtJcle 9 o f  I Iw t.erme  of rcfel:VII~:F! of W.ltAC  stat:.er;:
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ocganr and itrelfr to thi., end the Commirrion ir rmpowered to, and hall reek
to, make working arrangement8 with the appropriate organs of the
Inter-American Syetem regarding the joint or independent study or execution of
economic problomr  within ito competence and the fullert exchange of
information necerrary for the co-ordination of efforta in the aconomic field,
The Commieeion shall invite the Organisation of American State@ and other
regional hodiea to nominate a reprerentativr to attend msetinge of the
Commieaion i n  a  c o n s u l t a t i v e  c a p a c i t y , ”

17, Throughout the yrarr, OAS, along with other organieationr  at the regional and
world levelr  , her played an active part in the rsscionr  of ECLAC MI well  ar in
other meetingn  of variour kinda rponoored by the Commireion, In eddition, t h e
ECLAC recretariat  ham collaborated with thesr organieationr by attending meeting8
and frequently  mak ing  wr i t t en  o r  o r a l  con t r i bu t i ona  o n  topic8  ralrtrd t o  t h e
Commirrion’r  programme of work,

16. During the 19508, the ECLAC office in Warhington wa@ ertabliehod  in order,
among other thingr, to provide  a link between the Commirrion and OAS,

19, An the field of activity of OAS cover8  a broad apoctrum of topicr,  whore
p r io r i t y  change r  w i th  t ime , i t  is to  br oxpectod that ,  dur ing ECLAC’r  40  years of
mxi8tence, relation@  brtwoen the two inatitutionr  have evolved in  accordance with
the grrrtrr or lerrer  emphaoir  placed by the former’8 programme of work at any
given moment on economic and social affaira, which conrtitute  the Commirrion's
field of action,

20. In  recent  years  co-ordinat ion haa been  reflected in the  increaringly  act ive
participation by ECLAC in meetings  convened by OA6, and in particular in thot..a at
which  economic  and social  affairs  have been conridered. Par t i cu l a r  men t ion  rhould
be made  of  meeting8  d e a l i n g  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  irrues  h e l d  w i t h i n  t h e
frunawork of  the  Specisl Commit tee  for  Consul ta t ion and Negot ia t ion (CECON) and
meetinga  concerned with development ircrues held within the Inter-American Economic
and Social Council , In  eddi t ion,  ECLAC has  fo l lowed wi th  in tereet  n e w  OA6
activities, such as  those  which  led  to  the es tabl ishment  o f  the Inter-American
CommlsRion  for  the  Control  of Dtq Abuee  (C?C!AD), ond hae taken par t  in  the
meetings  h e l d  i n  connection  with Ruth nctivities.

B 3 Co-.upeKat.Jor  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  inetitutiona  nar aleo b e e n  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e
prop&ration  o f  documenti  o u c h  t\~ t h e  o n e  e n t i t l e d “Algunas tendencias  y politicee
r\n et cvmercln  intarnaciollal d e  4m6ricn  Lnt.!,na y  el Ceribe” [ S o m e  trendn #nd
yoJ.I.cieR  in internHtiorra1.  trW%J  j.11  LaLin America  a n d  the Caribheun]
(E/CEPAt,/L,29fJ),  Which  WOE SUbtIlit:t.~~~  bJ i.\ f3]?0~!i8liZd  COJl~F?r.BIJC!3  CJI: OAfi, nlIld th13

dOCLJJM!J~t cJn  t:F!C!hIIiCS~  CO..OPF!J’nt..t.l.,n i n  Rt3&iRttCR  prepnrcd  jo.inl.ly  hy l?;CLI\(.: rind ‘VH
c~flcl  st.il?mj.I;ted  to the Meetjtlg  ZIP I).! rnCt.111 !’ ot Stati:;kic:tc  of b.11~2 Anwrif:t\r;,  1teltl l.n
:;trptsrriJ>Pt 3 OJ1’7, for  t-ho ~!~~llT(~.~‘t~1~~lt:~.r)lJ nf itn J?AJ-t.t..Ci\X\JJt-811  a
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23. Au for the Latin American Demographic Centrr (CELADE), aa part of the ECLAC
ayatem, it hea in recent yeerr co-operated regularly with OAS both in the sphere of
population and development and in that of demography and teaching. It has alao
collaboratad  with  the  ragional  organisa t ion wi thin  the Information System for
Planning in Latin America (INFOPAL).

24, In the area of population and development, CELADE har performed a number of
co-ordinat ion  and asrraflement  mirrionr  in conneation  with  the  in ter-Axnar ican course
on migration held In 1905 and the course on intornrl or international migration
h e l d  i n  1 9 8 6 .

25. In the field of demography it has co-operated with the Inter-American
Statietical  Training Centre (CIENES) and participated in the Ninth Inter-American
Statirtical Conference held at Rio de Janeiro in September 1986, I n  a d d i t i o n ,
staff members of the Inter-Americnn  Centre for Social Development  (CIDES), CIENES
and the Inter-Americen  Statirtical Institute  (II!!) havr taken part in R number of
census evaluation workohopr organited  by CELADE.

26. Finally, the Latin American Centre for Economic and Social Documentation
(CLADES)  is working in  conjuxxction  wi th  O A S  in  carrying out a regional  programme to
strongthen co-operation between headquarters and national information for
devalopment  syrtomr in Latin America and the Caribbean (INFOLAC), The main aim of
this programme ie to enhance both the autonomy and the individual nnd joint
capac i ty  o f  na t iona l  inatitutionr  i n  t h e  regioxx to r o t  uy a n d  r u n  mechanisma fo r
organising  and providing accesxx  to the "information tosource". Reaponeibility  for
the technical  secretariat of INFOLAC has been offered by ECLAC, working in
conjunction with OAS and UNESCO.

27. INSTRAW has  on several  occasions been  in  contect with  the Inter-American
Commiesion  for Women (CIM)  in charge of women’s programmes within OAS.

Consultations have been held between INSTRAW and CIM with R view to developing
I t  1~ h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  n e w l y  restructured  women’s u n i t  w i t h i n  OAS

will permit P more active co-operation.

29. In  addi t ion,  INSTRAW hae  provided inputs  for the  Secretary--Genarnl  ’ s epec in1
plan of economic! co*.operation  for Central America (A/42/949),

30. WFP hns IIO c o - o p e r a t i o n  atrntrqemexxt  w.i.th  OAS MI s u c h ,  lrut  t!r11111t~r.  in!: bc!lon~~l  11~1
to (.)A8 recej.vr! WFP aenititance, )W.h fur d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  fwcl  etnc*rgency
operatione.

i . . I
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31. WFP asr i r tance  to  OAS c o u n t r i e s  ir subrtantiall  ar a t  14  Apr i l  1988,  t he re
was  a  to ta l  of  63 ongoing development  projec ts  in  20  member  countr ies ,  a t  a  to ta l
crort to WFP of $US 491,657,923. In addition there are at present  21 ongoing
OperatiOn8  in seven member countrier at a total cost to WFP of IUS 43,259,541.

32, Relations between IL0 and OAS exirt within the framework of the termr of
aollaboration  agreed upon between the DirectorGeneral  of IL0 and the
Secretary-General of OA8 at a meating held at Lima in November 1978 on the occarion
of the Sixth Inter-American Conference of Ministarr  of Labour,

33. Areer of co-operatJon include information and conrultationt  reciprocal
participation in conferencea, technical meetings, courmes a n d  reminarr,  as w e l l  a8
areirtance  in preparing and holding such events, where necessaryr  and asr i r tance
-nd mutual  suppor t  in technica l  co-operation act iv i t ies ,

34, The Development  of relation@  between IL0 and OAS ir exemined  and directed at
c o - o r d i n a t i o n  meeting@, three of which have already been held, and which will be
resumed ata soon aa circumrtances  allow,

35, Ar a rerult  of collaboration between the two organirationr,  reciprocal
participation o f  officials and experts of IL0 and OAS in conferences and technical
meeting6  ham been intenrified  and expandob. In addition to the exchange  of
lecturorr  in course6  and eeminare,  IL0 and OAS scholarrhip  holdors  have attended
ouch e v e n t s  h e l d  u n d e r  t h e  aurpicer of  one  o r  t h e  other  o rgan i s a t i on , At the
request of OAS, IL0 participated in drawing up working documente  on labour
relationr,  employWit  and labour adminirtration submitted for conrideration to the
last Inter-American Conference of Ministers  of Labour.

36, Joint technical co-operation between IL0 and OAS has been carried out in
Nicaragua and El Salvador rince 1982 by the Inter-American Centre for Labour
Adminirtration (CIAT)  of IL0 and the Social Development,  Manpower and Employment
Divis ion of  OAS in  the  f ie ld  of labour  adminis t ra t ion,  product iv i ty ,  labour
i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  l a b o u r  etatistice,
a n d  d i r e c t  t e c h n i c a l  a d v i c e .

in  t h e  fo rm of r’exearch, studies, s t a f f  t r a in ing
Specia l  a t tent ion was  given to occupat ional  safe ty

and heal th ,  and OAS provided the  service  of  a  epeciallst  for one  yenr to  ass is t  the
IL0 regional team at Lima. IL0  has  p rov ided  tlsraiatance r e q u e s t e d  in \.he  f i e ld  of

labour  migrat ion by prepar ing documents  and par t ic ipat ing in  apecialiled  oeminare
and meetings organised by OASl

37, In  the  f ie ld  o f  human reeourcee  and employment ,  IL0 contributecl,  through
technica l  aaeistance provided by the  Regional  Employment  Proyrnmms for L~I~;J.II
America and the  Car ibbean (PREALC)  nncl  the par t ic ipat ion of  UXJIC?I’~,~  1.11  t.hr.r!e
mieeJonn orgnrrized b y  OAS, to f.xqtiti?q  up em~lo~ent-ger~erat~Il~l  J:‘t‘lJgt  tUntW!f4  1 I1

Coats Rica ,  the  Dominican Republ ic  and Panama~ The  regional  office of ILU han
mainta ined n !:onatant  exchange af informat ion with  CIM, collabvrat.ing  act ively 111
s eve ra l  of i t s  t e c h n i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  assistance mieaions.
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38. The most active collaboration in recent years has been in the field of
activities relating to indigenous populations in America. In 1980, the regional
office of IL0 and the Inter-American Indian Institute (IAII) adopted a
collaboration agreement, the terms of which have been satisfactorily fulfilled in
every aspect: information and consultation, assistance and mutual support in
respective projects, implementation of joint projects and a concerted approach at
international meetings and forums on the subject.

39. The development of collaboration between IL0 and the Institute is examined at
co-ordination meetings held every year at Lima and Mexico alternately.

40. The most important results of this co-operation include the following: IL0
support in the implementation of the five-year Inter-American Indian Action Plan:
joint implementation of the research programme on traditional forms of social
organization and economic activity within the indigenous population of the Andes
(Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru, 1982-1985); participation of the Director of the
Institute in the Twelfth Conference of American States Members of IL0 (Montreal,
March 1985) and in the IL0 Meeting of Experts on the Revision of the Indigenous and
Tribal Populations Convention, 1957 (No. 107) (Geneva, September 1986); and joint
technical co-operation in programme design and stepping up the activities of the
Bolivian Indian Institute and the Indian Affairs Bureau in Ecuador.

41. IL0 also provides support to the Institute in training activities in
connection with its rural development programme for the indigenous population at
Oaxaca, Mexico. Since 1987, IL0 provided the services of an associate expert
specialised in data processing to the Institute's library. In August 1988 the
Andean Commission of Jurists is organising a workshop on human rights for
indigenous peoples with assistance from ILO, and the Institute will provide joint
support.

I. Food and Aariculture  Oroanization of the United Nations

42. FA0 has collaborated with OAS in joint missions to the Dominican Republic and
Honduras during 1984-1985, together with other organisations, to determine the
possibilities of generating employment and formulating appropriate policies,
programmes and projects.

43. In addition, logistical ancl technical support was given to CIENES to implement
an international training course on agri-livestock statistics: practical
instructions on accounting applied to agriculture were also provided.

44. During the biennium 1986-1907, FAO, through its Regional Office for Latin
America and the Caribbean. collaborated with OAS in activities related to wildlands
and watershed management in both Lati)l  America and the Ellq1j.Sl~-speaking  Caribbean.
Co-operation has taken the form OF technical workshops and tr.a.i.ning  course!;. FAG
participated in the Specialized  Conference on Drug Trafficking (Rio de Janeiro,
April 1987). It also participated in a multi-agency mission to Haiti to assist the
Government in its efforts to promote employment-generation opportunities and to
formulate specific projects in this field.

/ .*.
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45. More recently, in January-February 1980, FA0 participated in a Multinational
Miaoicn on Employment-Qenorating  Projects in  El  Salvrdor, Previouely ,  the
Qovornment of El Salvador had roquerted  FA0 asrirtancs  ON price policiee  and
diversif ication of agricultural exportr , Pa r t i cu l a r  omphaeis  was  g iven  t o  t he
divorsificrtion  of peasant agriculture and lore priority to the promotion of
exports of new agricultural cropr,

40. 0118 prrticiprted, ao a n  observer, in the 2nd mooting of the regional
intergovernmental committoo of UNESCO on the mrjor project in the field of
education in Lati;n America and the Caribbean, and in the risth Regional Conference
of Ministorr of Educlrtion and Those Rtirponsiblo  for Economic Planning of Member
Stater in Latin America and the Caribbean, held at Dogot&, in March/April 1987,

47. UNESCO ie co-cperrting  with OA8 in the field of data procerring in the rervice
of education. Close co-operation ie maintained with OAt3 under the Caribbean
Network of Educational Innovation for Development (CARNEID) project,

46. In the field of highsr education, there erirt two porribilitier for
co-operation in tire imm%dirte future; (a) the inter-university Amasonian
co-operation progrenwrr bv died by the Asrociation  of Amrsonian Universitier
1Bolivia,  braail, Colombia; Ecuador, Quyana, Peru, Suriname and Venesuela)r  and
(b) the OAS Educational Scienceo Study Unit, based at Caracas,  might co-operate
with the Regional Centre for Highor Education in Latin America and the Caribbean of
UNESCO under the REDESLAC co-operative network for the pedagogical training of rtaff
in highor  education and educational rwearcherr  in Latin Amsrlca and the Caribbean,

49. S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  policies~ In July 1987, OAS and ECLAC (ILPES)
jointly financed a Caribbean reminar on planning in the field of science and
technology8 problem@  a n d  c h o i c e s . Thr reminar war organised by the ECLAC
Caribbean office and by UNESCO’s Regional Office for Science end Technology in
ratin America and the Caribbean.

50, Earth rciencerl Under the major project, “Qeology  from the perepective  o f
economic development”, an exchange programme har been eetabliehed, enabling
Brasilian rcientirtlr  t o  w o r k  i n  Lenin,  C&r d’Ivoirr  a n d  Nigerin  i n  19811,  whlltl
Niger ian rpecl.alirts  went  to  Brazi l  in  1987 ,

51, Water rcirncer  I Two act iv i t ies  are current ly  under diNcllflljLr)n~ (I\) ElR  ttr:
contr;hutian t.o t h e  UNCSCO/Xnter?:nstJ.onoJ  Hydrological  ProqrRmme  hyclroganloytc~nJ
atlas, OAS ie currrntly  proparing  n hydrological  map of  Saint  Lucls. ThIE
co-opera t ion  could  be  extended to  o ther  ptojectar  (b) OAS could  provide  eupport  fat
the international colloquium on the development of hydrology ancl water-management,
rtrategieo i n  w e t  t r o p i c a l  sonen.
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52, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission: Collaboration could be promoted
through improved information exchanges between OAS and IOC, in particular by more
regular participation by the representatives of OAS in the meetings of the IOC
Subcommission for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions.

Social and human sciences

5 3 . Human rights: Under programme XIII.3, Education for peace and respect for
human rights and the rights of peoples, UNESCO is considering the organization of a
human rights training seminar in co-operation with the Inter-American Institute of
Human Rights, OAU and the United Nations Centre for Human Rights at Geneva
(document 24 C/5, para. 13306). The experience acquired under the Inter-American
Convention on Human Rights would be useful for other regions of the world.

54. Population: UNESCO is following an active population programme at the
regional level and the Population and Human Settlements Division could co-operate
with OAS in this connection.

K. International Civil Aviation Oraanization

55. ICAO co-operates with OAS through exchange of documentation and invitations to
relevant meetings of each organization by the other. OAS is invited to the
triennial sessions of the Assembly of ICAO. ICAO attends meetings convened by the
Inter-American Telecommunications Conference of OAS that are of interest to ICAO's
work programme in the field of aeronautical telecommunications. ICAO was also
represented at the Inter-American Specialised Conference on Drug Traffic, convened
by OAS in April 1986.

L. World Health Oraaniaation

56. By joining forces, both the United Nations system and the inter-American
system have been able to respond more effectively to the needs ,-f the health sector
in the Americas without duplicating efforts, thus becoming an example of
collaboration in the international arena.

57. The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)  is one of the world's oldest
international health organizations. Composed of 38 member countries, PAHO serves
as the regional co-ordinator of international health prevention and control
activities throughout the Americas and assists individual countries in coping with
health problems. It works closely with the countries' mfinistries  of health, social
security institutes and other national institutions in t:'ie health, education,
agriculture and environment sectors.

58. When WfIO  was created in 1946, FAHO's constitution was revised and its
objective was concisely defined: "to promote and co-ordinate efforts of the
countries of the Western Hemisphere to combat disease, lengthen life, and promote
thr? Physicfi1  and mental health of the people". At the Directing Council of PAHO in
1947, it was agreed that PAHO would serve as the WHO Regional Office for the

/ . . .
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Amrricae, while maintaining its own oeparatv identity, PAHO wall alro recognised by
OA8  a6 the inter-American epecialieed orgsnieation for health,

$9, PAXOtWXO  and it8 member countriee have made great etridee in recent deccdea
towards improving the health of the people of the Amrricaa, One of the moat
notable rchievamuntr cemr in 1973, when the region of the Amclricaa  became the f irat
in the world to eradicate rmrllpox completely,

60, The other siqnifioant acaomplirhmente of PAHOtWHO include1  (a) the reduction
by half of infant mortality rater between 1960 and 1980 through a roriar of
intenoified maternal and ohild  health programmer in each country1 (b) the
initiation of a hemirphere-wide  immunisation programme that hat reduced the
inaidenae of major ahildnood direarrs aa a prima aauae of death in the Arnericeo,
and now rime to oradicatr goliomyelitie from the continentj  (c) the incroars  of
life erpectrnay in the continent by workinq with aountriee to improve health
conditioner (d) the arrirtanco to countriee of the region in providinq eafo wcter
and baria ranitation,  thue helping to reduce the incidence of many water-  and
food-borne dirseases, and (6) the maintenance of a hemiephere-wide direaee
rurveillance  and control ryrtem for inoact-borne diseaaeo,  manually transmitted
dieeaeea,  communicable childhood diseuaee and otherr,

61. WHO alro eerieted  aountrier in improving nutrition end reducing the incidence
of dirersee related to vitamin deficiencirrr  incrraeing food protection activitier
and maintaining food rafety throuqhout the Americaor and aroieting  countrier  to
combat the epidemic of acquired immunodeficiency eyndrome (AIDS) by providing
information and arrirtance  in rettinq up national AIDS prevention and control
programmer o

62, WHO was inrtrumental  in obtaining external financing for health activib,ire in
member  countrist a n d  i n  h e l p i n g  t.hem t o  c4evelop t h e i r  h e a l t h  inetitutiona,  s e r v i c e s
and  reserrch capab i l i t i e s , 01 ~~11 R R  III@ trnininy  a~! use ol hen1  r.h workers, !t
collaborated with OAS and the Inter-Amarlcen  Development. DRnk itr t.lr~ procaan or
formulating and promoting t.ho Proyramme of Social Invretmer~t  for t.hr Development of
the Central American Irthmurl T h e  P A H O t W H O  c o n t r i b u t i o n  is b~rlrrcl  o n  the C e n t r a l
knerican Heal th  Initiative,  also known ae “Heelthl  A  B r i d g e  f o r  Psma",

63. Currently  t h e r e  are IIO co-uperatiun  arrangementn  batwssn 111W nr~r.l  OM.
However, i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the provieione  o f  a r t i c l e  0 ol: t.trr! UP11 c.:onntit;ut.ton,
the Un ion  ma in t a in s  a c t i ve  l i nks  of c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Yos1.n.l  U n i o n  01 lhe
Amerlcae and Rpain  (PUAS), the k%qjfX& h(Jdy t-f9~pfJntdJh? 111 t.hH 1.“‘14:,‘11 fitJ1d, h

co-operation  #igreemant wa8 conclrldsd  Jlet.wren tJPU nnd  PIJM;  111 Mrirc!h  IrlFl!i  Cnr t.hc
rake of effecdivs  co-ordination trt:  ter:hn~c~l  raflnieknnce  nrat.l.v I t.irtr~ ~III  Jwchrd  r nf ~11~
portal development of the Latin American countries,

64. UPU a t t a c h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  rtrengthening  co-oporatian  w i t h  PUAS ~1
endeavour8 to implemont with that regional organisation, In the intrrrasts  ok the
aountriec of Latin America, sctivitios deaignod  to improve and drvcrlop  t,he  postal
rervicee  under i te regular programme or through UNDP.
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N. International Maritime Oraanization

Marine pollution prevention and control

65. A meeting of the smaller Caribbean islands on oil spill contingency planning
was held in San Juan, Puerto Rico, from 16 to 20 June 1980 at the invitation of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. The meeting was conceived and resources acquired
through the joint efforts of OAS, the United States Man and the Biosphere Programme
and IMO, with financial support provided by the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) and UNEP.

66. A meetinq  of government experts on subregional oil spill contingency planning
for the island States and territories of the wider Caribbean region was held in
Saint Lucia from 7 to 11 May 1984. The meeting was convened jointly by OAS, UNEP
and IMO, with financial support provided by OAS, the Caribbean Trust Fund,
administered by UNEP, USAID and the Swedish International Development Authority.

67. The purpose of the meeting was twofold: firstly, to review data submitted by
individual island States and territories on the state of their oil spill
preparedness: and secondly, in the light thereof, to develop a framework or plan
under which the Governments might co-operate at the operational level in responding
to major oil spill incidents.

Facilitation of maritime traffic

68. Contacts are in the process of being established between IMO and OAS in order
to co-ordinate their programmes on facilitation of international maritime traffic.
The IMO Convention on Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic, 1965,
amended, which is global in scope, was adopted after OAS drafted its Convention on
Facilitation of a regional character. While in essence, there is great similarity
between the two conventions, since the 1965 IMO Convention was drafted using the
model of the OAS Convention on Facilitation, there is a need to harmonize small
items and strategies for promoting full implementation of the Conventions in the
American States.

6 9 . OAS has adopted a Qritime Search and Rescue Manual of a regional character.
IMO has adopted the International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979,
and also the Merchant Ship Search and Rescue Manual (MERSAR) and the IMO Search aad
Rcscue.ManuaA...-- _--_ While there is great correspondence between the manual proposed by
OAS ,~nd those adopted by IMO, there is a need to harmonize some aspects of these
instl  runc:it  ::.

/ . . .
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71, Thooo  multilateral trade negotiatione  cover both trade in goodn and trade in
srrvices, and are intondod  amongst other thinge, to bring about further
liberalisation  md rxpaneion  of world trade to the benefit of all countriar,  to
etrengthrn the role of QATT and improve the multilateral trading rystom bAsed on
the principle8 and rulre of OATT,  and to increasr the rreponoivenero  of that system
to the evolving international economic  environment,

72, F o l l o w i n g  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  the min i r t e r i a l  declaration,  t h e  atructurr o f  t he
negotiationr  nnd the negotiating plane wore agreed on 28 Jarruary 1987, Since than,
work has proceeded in all 15 negotiating group@, with the a im  o f  fu l f i l l i ng  t he i r
progrtunme f o r  the s o - c a l l e d  “ i n i t i a l  pharr” of the negotiationer in December 1980,
a  meet ing of the  par t ic ipat ing countr ier  a t  tho  mini r ter ia l  level ,  to  be held  at
Montreal ,  wi l l  rxamine progrerc in  the  negotiationa,

73, Nineteen countriear memberr  of OA8,  which are Contracting Parties to QATT or
have already  etarted acceerion  procedurea,  are par t ic ipat ing in  there
nogotiationr . Developing countries that our members of OAS havo rhown particular
intlsrert i n  the n e g o t i a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t r o p i c a l  p r o d u o t r ,  egriculturer  tariffr,
non-tariff measures and trade in natural resource-breed products, though the
ro-celled  “new ireurr”  ( i , e. eervicer  , t rade-re la ted investment meaeuree and
trade-related arprcto of intelleatual  property rights, i n c l u d i n g  c o u n t e r f e i t  goodo)
have slro attracted a great deal cl attention,

741 Apart from ectivitier related to the Uruguay Round, QATT  is also pureuing the
s p e c i f i c  taokle  a l l o t t e d  t o  itr d i f f e r e n t  c o m m i t t e e s , in particular to the Committee
on Trade and Development ,  which keepr under  review the  appl ica t ion of  the
provirionr of Part IV of the Qeneral Agreement and of the Enabling Claure regarding
differential and more favourable treatment in favour of developing countrier,

751 In the area of techniaal co-operation, QATT har purrued  itr arri8tancr
programmer  interalia, in the form of seminarr  and commercial policy courses,
8everal reminarr  have been organised in the developing countries  member@  of OAS in
the  leot year and a half : a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  i n  B o l i v i a ,  Raail, C h i l e ,
Colombia ,  Corrta Rica,  El  Salvador  and Quatemalar  and three  seminar8  at  the  regional
l e v e l . Theer  rrminarr,  whether  nat ional  or  regional ,  a im at  informing government
officials and, ix1 uome inotances,  private sector reprerontativer,  of QATT
activitira aud the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations, ati well 8~1 ot,
trasirting  re levant  developing countr ies  toward@  preparat ion for, and comple t ion  or,
t h e  procere o f  t h e i r  accoorion t o  QATT.

76. In the field of training activitior, each year the GATT recretrsrifit organimo
at Qeneva on@  commercia l  pol icy course  in  Englieh  and one  in French  01.  Opnnitih,
a l t e r n a t e l y , f o r  official@ f r o m  d e v e l o p i n g  countriee.  Bince  crnrly 1906,  $5~
officiala from developing countriee  that are member!! ol: OAS and Lvtxn ~~.(lr~nal
OrgsniaationR  oil  thrre CoUnttiWY  hnvo pocticipntmd  in thsnc! WIII?  RRR,
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a/ In conformity with artiole  10 of the Eequipular II agreement
(A/42/b21=8/190R5, a n n e x ) , the International Verification and Follow-up Commirrion
aoneieted of the Secretary-Qeneral  of OA8,  or hir reprerentative,  the
Boorotary-Qeneral  of the United Nations, or hia reprsrentat1ve,  and thr Minirtere
for ?oreign  Affairs of the countrier of Central America and of the Contrdora Oroup
and itr Support Oroup.


