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| NTRODUCTI ON

1. On 28 Cctober 1987. the Ceneral Assenbly adopted resolution 42/11 on
co-operation between the United Nations and the Oganization of American States
(0AS), in which the Assenbly, inter alia, invited the Secretary-General to take the
necessary measures for pronmoting and expanding co-operation and co-ordination
between the United Nations and OAS in order to increase the capacity of the two
organi zations for the attainnment of their common Objectives: and requested him in
close co-ordination with the Secretary-General of OAS, to prompte neetings between
representatives of the two organizations for the purpose of holding consultations
on policies, projects, measures and procedures that would facilitate and broaden
co-operation between them

2. The Ceneral Assenbly also urged the specialized agencies and other

organi zations of the United Nations systemtocol |l aborate with the
Secretary-General in the subnission and followup of proposals designed to
intensify and expand co-operation in all spheres between the United Nations system
and OAS and its specialized agencies: and to initiate, naintain and increase
consultations with the specialized agencies, organizations and related progranmmes
of OAS responsible for devel opnent projects for the purpose of co-operating with
them in the attainnent of their objectives.

3. On 22 January 1988, letters transnitting the above resolution were sent, on
behalf of the Secretary-CGeneral, to the following specialized agencies:
International Labour Organisation (ILQ), Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAOQ, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organi zation (UNESCO), International Gvil Aviation Oganization (I1CAOQ, Wrld
Health QO ganization (WHO, Wrld Bank, International Mnetary Fund (IM), Universal
Postal Union (UPU), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Wrld

Met eorol ogi cal Organi zation (WMO), International Maritinme Oganization (IMO), Wrld
Intellectual Property Oganization (WPQO, International Fund for Agricultural
Devel opnent (IFAD), United Nations Industrial Developnment O ganization (UNIDO),
International Atomc Energy Agency (lAEA) and Ceneral Agreenment on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT). Simlar letters were also sent to the following: United Nations
Centre on Transnational Corporations, United Nations Children's Fund (UN CEF),
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD), United Nations

Devel opnent Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United
Nati ons Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations University (UNU), Economc
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), United Nations Centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat), United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO,
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Wrld Food
Council (WFC), Wrld Food Progranmme (WP) and International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancenment of women (INSTRAW).

4. The present. report outlines the measures taken to implement the provi si oni; af
resolution 42/11. Section 13 provides a brief account of consultations hetween
representatives of the tWwo organizations. Section |Il sets out the replies

received from the specialized agenciez and ot her organizations of theUnited
Nati ons system concerning co-operation between the United Nations and 0as.
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II. CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THEORGANIZATION OFAMERICAN STATES

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nation6 and the Secretary-General of OAS
and their representatives collaborated closely, during the pwriod of its
functioning, as members of the International Verification and Follow-up Commission
established under the Procedure for the establishment Of a firm and lasting peace
in Centra America, signed at Guatemala City on 7 August 1987, commonly referred to
a6 the Esquipulas Il agreement, 1/ In October 1987, in conformity with its mandate
of verifying and monitoring fulfiiment Of the commitments ret forth in the
agreement, and in response to the request made by the other members Of the
Commission, the two Secretaries-General decided to dispatch a joint preliminary
technical mission to evaluate the requirements for possible on-site inspection Of
the compliance by the fie Central American countries Of their commitmente as
regardé recur ity . The mission, after visiting the five Central American countries
in October and after a second round of conrultationo in November With the
representatives of the Central American Governments, submitted two report6 for the
conglderation of the International Commission,

6. The Secretary-Ganeral of the United Nation6 reviewed development6 in Central
America with the Secretary-General of OAS, in the context Of the 2nda, 3rd and
4th meeting6é of the International Commission, held respectively On

28 September 1987 in New York, on 7 November 1987 in Washington and on

4 December 1987 in New York.

7. At the invitation of OAS, a delegation from the United Nations Secretariat
atter.ded in an oboerver capacity the seventeenth regular session of the General
Agsembly of O0AS held in Washington from 9 to 14 November 1987,

8. Contacts have been maintained throughout the rest of the year between the two

Secretaries-General Or their representatives on matters Of mutual interest to the
two organizations.

111, CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD 0F ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

A. Unjited Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations

9. There are no joint activities between the United Nations Centre on
Tranenational Corporations and OA5 and the specialized agencies,

B. United Natlons Conference on Trade and Development

10, The seacratariat of the tUnited Nations Conference on Trade nnd Development has
no co-operation arrangement.5 with OA8 at this time.

/lol
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C. United Nationa Development Programme

11, The Regional Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean of UNDP and OAS have
been involved in joint efforts to assist the development of the countries in Latin
America and the Caribbean since the inception of UNDP. 2his collaboration ha6 been
intense in various fields, including science and technology, development planning
and critical poverty. This collaboration has concentrated mainly on co-ordinating
sssistance under technical co-operation projects, Some prevailing legal
constraints do not a6 yet permit cost-sharing arrangement6 that could enhance
mutual co-operation.

12, Consultations and co-operation between ths Regional Bureau and OAS have
recently gained a new momentum with the drawing up of the special plan of economic
co-operation for Central America requested by the General Aeeembly in resolutions
42/1 of 7 October 1987 and 42/204 of 11 December 1987, which will provide a more
fruitful support to the economic development of the region and open new avenue6 for
co-operation (see also A/42/949). UNDP is also in consultation with OAS
institutions in the region, such as the Inter-American Institute for Agricultural
Sciences (IICA), to undertake joint projects, including a regional proje.t for the
application of technological innovation in agriculture in Central America.

13. UNDP will participate in the Regional Conference on Critical Poverty organised
by OAS at Cartegena, Colombia, in August 1988.

D. United Nations University

14. UNU ha6 no co-operation arrangement6 with OAS, although it har undertaken a
number of programme activities, notsbly in Latin America and the Caribbean,
including a major project on "Latin American perspectives” and a project on
“Technological capacity and prospective in the Third World: the cese of Latin
America”, This wili be followed by a new project on “High technology in Latin
America year 2000". VNV has also recently concluded an agreement with the
Government of Venegzuela concerning a biotechnology programme for Latin America and
the Caribbean.

15, Consultations are to be held with the secretariat of OAS as soon as possible
to discuss potentinl areas of co-operation,

E. Economic .Commigsion for Letin Americe _and the Cayihhesn

16, Since the establishment of ECLAC 40 years ago, it has been the wish o f the
Governments of the region 1O ensuve efficient co-ordination aming the organizations
operating in the economicv and wsocinl f ie tds in Latin Americh nnd the Caribbean.
Article 9o f the terms of refavence of BULAC states:

"The Comminsion ghall co-operate with and take the necessary measures to

co-ordinnte {ts activitiea with the appropliate organs of the Inte:-American
System in ordar to avoid any unneccusary duplication of effort between those

/.l.
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organs and itself; to thi. end the Commirrion is empowered to, and shall seek
to, make working arrangement8 with the appropriate organs of the
Inter-American Syetem regarding the joint or independent study or execution of
economic problems within its competence and the fullest exchange of
information necessary for the co-ordination of efforts in the wconomic field.
The Commieeion shall invite the Organisation of American States and other
regional hodies to nominate a reprerentativr to attend meetings of the
Commission in a consultative capacity,”

17, Throughout the years, OAS, along with other organisations at the regional and
world levels , her played an active part in the ressions of ECLAC es well as in
other meetingn of various kinds rponoored by the Commission. In mddition, the
ECLAC secretariat has collaborated with these organieationr by attending meetings
and frequently making written or oral contributiona on topics ralated to the
Commission's programme of work,

18. During the 19508, the ECLAC office in Warhington was established in order,
among other things, to pirovide a link between the Commirrion and OAS.

19. An the field of activity of OAS covers a broad spectrum of topics, whore
priority changer with time, it ig to be expected that, during ECLAC's 40 years of
existence, relations between the two institutions have evolved in accordance with
the greater Or lesser emphasis placed by the former's programme of work at any
given moment on economic and social affairs, which constitute the Commission's
field of action,

20. In recent years co-ordination has been reflected in the increasingly active
participation by ECLAC in meetlings convened by OAS, and in particular in tho.a a
which economic and social affairs have been considered. Particular mention should
he made of meetings dealing with international trade issues held within the
frunework of the Special Committee for Consultation and Negotiation (CECON) and
meetings concerned with development issues held within the Inter-American Economic
and Social Council, In eddition, ECLAC has followed with intereet new OAS
activitles, such as those which led to the establishment of the Inter-American
Commission for the Control of Drujy Abuse (CTCAD), ond hes taken part in the
meetings held in connection with such activities.

2}, Co-operatlor between the two institutions has also been reflected in the
preparation of documents ouch as the one entitled "Algunas tendenclias y politicas

rn el cumercio internacional de América Latina y el Caribe” [Some trands and
policies in international trede in Latin America a n d the UCaribbean)
(B/CEPAL/L.290), which was submitted Lo a specialized conferencs of OAB, mnd the
document on technical co-operation I N statistice prepared jolntly by ECLAC and HDAS
and submitted to the Meeting of NI ractor = of Stakistics of the Americuas, held in
naptember 1 U7, for the conaldevntion nf ita participonts .

22¢. Menticn should also he mode of joint activities such asw the tralning programme

vearried out ns part of the project on tha developmant of the national statistical
system in Guynna (GUA/ZB4A/Z0LS).

/lll
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23. Au for the Latin American Demographic Centre (CELADE), as part of the ECLAC
aystem, it has in recent years co-operated regularly with OA8 both in the sphere of
population and development and in that of demography and teaching. It has also
collaborated with the ragional organisation within the Information System for
Planning in Latin America (INFOPAL).

24, In the area of population and development, CELADE har performed a number of
co-ordination and asseasment missions in connection with the inter-Axnarican course
on migration held in 1905 and the course on internal or international migration
held in 1986.

25, In the field of demography it has co-operated with the Inter-American
Statistical Training Centre (CIENES) and participated in the Ninth Inter-American
Statirtical Conference held at Rio de Janeiro in September 1986, In addition,
staff members of the Inter-American Centre for Social Development (CIDES), CIENES
and the Inter-American Statistical Institute (IIE) havr taken part in a number of
census evauation workohopr organized by CELADE.

26. Finally, the Latin American Centre for Economic and Social Documentation
(CLADES) is working in conjunction with 0AS in carrying out a regional programme to
strongthen co-operation between headquarters and national information for
development systems in Latin America and the Caribbean (INFOLAC), The main aim of
this programme is to enhance both the autonomy and the individual nnd joint
capacity of national institutions in the region to rot up and run mechanisms for
organiging and providing access to the "information resource". Responsibility for
the technical secretariat of INFOLAC has been offered by ECLAC, working in
conjunction with OAS and UNESCO.

F. International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancament _of Women

27. INSTRAW has on several occasions been in contect with the Inter-American
Commission for Women (CIM) in charge of women's programmes within OAS.

28, Consultations have been held between INSTRAW and CIM with a view to developing
joint activities, It is hoped that the newly restructured women's unit within OAS
will permit @ more active co-operation.

29. In addition, INSTRAW hae provided inputs for the Secretarv-General ' s spec ial
plan of economic! co-operation for Central America (A/42/949),

G. World Food Programme

30. WFP has no co-operation arvangement with OAS as such, hut countt ies belonyg! nyg
to OAS recelve WFP asslstance, both fur development projects and emergency
operations.
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31. WFP asrirtance tO OAB countries is substantial: as at 14 April 1988, there
was a total of 63 ongoing development projects in 20 member countries, at a total
cost to WFP of 8US 491,857,923, In addition there are at present 21 ongoing
operations in seven member countries at a total cost to WFP of 8$US 43,259,541,

H. International Lubour Organisation

32, Relations between ILO and OAS exist within the framework of the terms of
collaboration agreed upon between the Director-General of ILO and the
Secretary-General Of OA8 at a meeting held at Lima in November 1978 on the occasion
of the Sixth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour,

33. Areas of co-operation include information and consultation; reciprocal
participation in conferences, technical meetings, courses and seminars, as well as
assistance in preparing and holding such events, where necessarys and asrirtance
«ad mutual support in technical co-operation activities,

34, The development of relations between ILO and OAS is examined and directed at
co-ordination meetings, three of which have already been held, and which will be
resumed as soon as circumstances alow,

35, As a result of collaboration between the two organisations, reciprocal
participation of officials and experts of ILO and OAS in conferences and technical
meetings ham been intensified and expandea. In addition to the axchange of
lecturers in courses and seminars, ILO and OAS scholarship holders have attended
such events held under the auspices of one or the other organisation, At the
request Of OA8, ILO participated in drawing up working documents on labour
relations, employment and labour administration submitted for consideration to the
last Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour.

36. Joint technical co-operation between ILO and OAS has been carried out in
Nicaragua and El Salvador since 1982 by the Inter-American Centre for Labour
Administration (CIAT) of ILO and the Social Development, Manpower and Employment
Division of OAS in the field of labour administration, productivity, labour
inspection and labour statistics, in the form of .esearch, studies, staff training
and direct technical advice. Special attention was given t0o occupational safety
and health, and OAS provided the service of a specialist for one year to assist the
ILO regional team at Lima. ILO has provided ussistance requested in the field of
labour migration by preparing documents and participating in specialized seminars
and meetings organised by OAS.

37. In the field of human resources and employment, ILO c¢ontributed, through
technical assistance provided by the Regional Employment Proyramme for Latin
America and the Caribbean (PREALC) and the participation of experts in Lhree
missions organized by OAS, to setting up employment-generating prog: wmmen i n
Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic and Panama. The regional office Of ILU has
maintained a constant exchange of information with CIM, collaburating actively in
several of its technical orientation and assistance missions.

/ll.
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38. The nost active collaboration in recent years has been in the field of
activities relating to indigenous populations in America. In 1980, the regional
office of ILO and the Inter-Anerican Indian Institute (l1Al) adopted a

col laboration agreenent, the terns of which have been satisfactorily fulfilled in
every aspect: information and consultation, assistance and mutual support in
respective projects, inplementation of joint projects and a concerted approach at
international nmeetings and foruns on the subject.

39. The devel opment of collaboration between ILO and the Institute is exam ned at
co-ordination meetings held every year at Lima and Mexico alternately.

40. The nost inportant results of this co-operation include the follow ng: ILO
support in the inplenentation of the five-year Inter-Amrerican Indian Action Plan:
joint inplenmentation of the research programre on traditional forns of social

organi zation and economc activity within the indigenous population of the Andes
(Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru, 1982-1985); participation of the Director of the
Institute in the Twelfth Conference of American States Menbers of [LO (Montreal,
March 1985) and in the 1LO Meeting of Experts on the Revision of the Indigenous and
Tribal Popul ations Convention, 1957 (No. 107) (Ceneva, Septenber 1986); and joint
techni cal co-operation in programme design and stepping up the activities of the
Bolivian Indian Institute and the Indian Affairs Bureau in Ecuador.

41. ILO also provides support to the Institute in training activities in
connection with its rural devel opnent programme for the indigenous population at
Caxaca, Mexico. Since 1987, |LO provided the services of an associate expert

specialised in data processing to the Institute's library. In August 1988 the
Andean Commission of Jurists is organising a workshop on hunman rights for

i ndi genous peoples with assistance from ILO, and the Institute wll provide joint
support.

I Food and Aariculture O oanization of the United Nations

42. Fa0 has collaborated with QAS in joint mssions to the Dom nican Republic and
Honduras during 1984-1985, together wth other organisations, to determne the
possibilities of generating enploynent and formulating appropriate policies,
programmes and projects.

43, In addition, logistical and technical support was given to CIENES to inplenent
an international training course on agri-livestock statistics: practical
instructions on accounting applied to agriculture were also provided.

44, During the biennium 1986-1907, FAO through its Regional Ofice for Latin
Anerica and the Caribbean. collaborated with OAS in activities related to wildlands
and watershed managerment in both Latin Anerica and the English-speaking Caribbean.
Co-operation ubas taken the form of technical workshops and training courses. FAQ
participated in the Specialized Conference on Drug Trafficking (Rio de Janeiro,
April 1987). It also participated in a nulti-agency mission to Haiti to assist the
Government in its efforts to pronote enployment-generation opportunities and to
fornulate specific projects in this field.

T
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45. More recently, in January-February 1988, FAO participated in a Multinational
Mission Oon Employment-Generating Projects in El Salvador. Previouely, the
Government of El Salvador had requested FAO assistance ox price policies and
diversif ication of agricultura exports , Particular emphasis was given to the
diversification of peasant agriculture and 1less priority to the promotion of
exports of new agricultural crops.

J. Unlted Nations Educatiopal. Scientific and Cultural Organisation
Education

46. OAS participated, as a n observer,n the 2nd mooting of the regional
intergovernmental committee of UNESCO o the major project in the fied of
education in Latin America and the Caribbean, and in the sixth Regional Conference
of Ministers of Education and Those kusponsible for Economic Planning of Member
States in Latin Aneri ca and the Caribbean, held at Bogotd, in March/April 1987,

47. UNESCO 48 co-operating with OA8 i the field of data processing in the service
of education. Close co-operation is maintained with OA8 under the Caribbean
Network of Educational Innovation for Development (CARNEID) project,

46. In the £ield of higher education, there exist two possibilities for
co-operation in tuna immzdiate future; (a) the inter-university Amasonian
Co-operation programse p- Jsed by the Association of Amasonian Universities
(Bolivia, Brasil, Colombia;, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Veneszuela); and

(b) the OA8 Educational Sciences Study Unit, based at Caracas, might co-operate
with the Regional Centre for Higher Education in Latin America and the Caribbean of
UNESCO under the REDESLAC co-operative network for the pedagogical training of staft
in higher education and educational researchers in Latin America and the Caribbean,

Sciences

49. Scientific and technological policies: In July 1987, OAS and ECLAC (ILPES)
jointly financed a Caribbean reminar on planning in the field of science and
technology: problems and choices. Thr seminar war organised by the ECLAC
Caribbean office and by UNESCQO’s Regional Office for Science end Technology in
ratin America and the Caribbean.

50, Earth sciences: Under the major project, "Geology from the perspective of
economic development”, an exchange programme has been eetabliehed, enabling
Brasilian scientists to work in Henin, Cote d'Ivoire and Nigeria in 1988, while
Nigerian speclalists went to Brazil in 1987,

51, Water sclences: Two activities are currently under discusstont (n) as itr
contribution to t h e UNESCO/International Hydrological Programme hydrngenlogical
atlas, OAS 1is currently preparing a hydrological map of Saint Lucla. This
co-operation could be extended to other projects; (b) OAS could provide support for
the international colloquium ONn the development of hydrology and water-management,
strategies in wet tropical sones.

/ll.
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52. Intergovernnental Cceanographic  Conm ssion:  Col | aboration could be pronoted
through i mproved information exchanges between OAS and IOC, in particular by nore
regular participation by the representatives of OAS in the neetings of the 10C
Subconmi ssion for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions.

Social and human sci ences

53. Hunman rights: Under programme X/ I11.3, Education for peace and respect for
human rights and the rights of peoples, UNESCO is considering the organization of a
human rights training seminar in co-operation with the Inter-Anerican Institute of
Human Rights, QAU and the United Nations Centre for Human R ghts at Ceneva
(docunment 24 C5, para. 13306). The experience acquired under the Inter-Anerican
Convention on Human Rights would be useful for other regions of the world.

54,  Population: UNESCO is following an active popul ation programe at the
regional level and the Population and Hunman Settlenents Division could co-operate
with QGAS in this connection.

K. Internati onal ivil Aviation ni zation

55. |CAO co-operates with QAS through exchange of docunentation and invitations to
rel evant meetings of each organi zati on by the other. OAS is invited to the
triennial sessions of the Assenbly of [|CAQ | CAO attends neetings convened by the
I nter-American Tel econmuni cati ons Conference of OAS that are of interest to ICAO's
work programme in the field of aeronautical telecomunications. | CAO was al so
represented at the Inter-Arerican Specialised Conference on Drug Traffic, convened
by OAS in April 1986.

L. Wrld Health Oaaniaation

56. By joining forces, both the United Nations system and the inter-Anmerican
system have been able to respond nore effectively to the needs «f the health sector
in the Arericas without duplicating efforts, thus beconmng an exanple of

col laboration in the international arena.

57. The Pan Amrerican Health O ganization (PAHO) is one of the world s ol dest
international health organizations. Conposed of 38 menber countries, PAHO serves
as the regional co-ordinator of international health prevention and control
activities throughout the Anericas and assists individual countries in coping with
health problens. It works closely with the countries' ministries of health, social
security institutes and other national institutions in the health, education,
agriculture and environnent sectors.

58. When WHO was created in 1946, PAHO's constitution was revised and its

objective was concisely defined: "to pronote and co-ordinate efforts ofthe
countries of the Wstern Henmisphere to conbat disease, lengthen life, and pronote
the physical and nmental health of the people". At the Directing Council of PAHO in

1947, itwasagreed that PAHO would serve as the WHO Regional Office for the
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Americas, while maintaining its own separate identity, PAHO was also recognised by
OAB as the inter-American specialized orgsnieation f or health,

%9. PAHO/WHO and its member countriee have made great strides in recent decedes
towards improving the health of the people Of the Americas. One of the most
notable achievements came in 1973, when the region of the Americas became the f irat
inthewor | d toer adi cat e smallpox completely,

60. The other signifioant acaomplirhmente of PAHO/WHO include: (a) the reduction
by half of infant mortality rater between 1960 and 1980 through a series of
intensified materna and child health programmer in each countrys (b) the
initiation of a hemisphere-wide immunisation programme that has reduced the
incidence of major childhood disesses as a prima cause of death in the Americas,
and now aime t O eradicate goliomyelitie from the continent; (c) the increase of
life expectancy in the continent by working with aountriee t 0 improve health
conditioner (q) the assistance to countriee of the region in providing eafo weter
and basic sanitetion, thus helping to reduce the incidence of many water- and
food-borne disesses; and (e) t he maintenance of a hemisphere-wide disease
surveillance and control system for insect-borne diseases, manualy transmitted
digeases, communicable childhood disenses and others.

81, WHO alro assisted countries in improving nutrition end reducing the incidence
of diseases related to vitamin deficiencies; incrraeing food protection activities
and maintaining food safety throughout the Americaor and assisting countries t O
combat the epidemic of acquired immunodeficiency eyndrome (AIDS) by providing

I nformati on and assistance in setting up national AIDS prevention and control
programmer .

62. WHO was instrumental in obtaining external financing f Or health activities in
member countriev and in helping them to davelop their health institutiona, services
and research capabilities, as woll R R the training and use of heal Lh workeis. It
collaborated with OAS and the Inter-Amarican Development. Bank in the process of
formulating and promoting the Programme of Social Investment fur the Development of
the Central American Isthmus., The PAHOtWHO contribution is based on the Central
American Health Initiative, also known as "Health: A Bridge for Peace",

M. Univeraal Postal Union

63. Currently there are no co-uperation arrangsmants hatween UPl and OAS.

However, in accordance with the provislons of article 8 of the UPU Conatitution,
the Union maintains active links of co-operation with the bogtnl Union of Lhe
Americas and Bpaln (PUAS), the regionanl hody responalble in Lhe posial fleld. A
co-operation agreement was concluded hatween UPY and PUAS in Mnrch 1085 for the
rake Of effective co-ordination of techniece) masigtance netdy | Lies on hehnl  of the
portal development Of the Latin American countriea.

64. UPU attacher particular importance to strengthening co-operation with PUAS and
endeavour8 to implemont with that regional organisation, In the interests ok the
aountriec Of Latin America, activities designed to improve and develop the postal
services under i ts regular programme or through UNDP.

/ean
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N. International Mritine Oraanization
Marine pollution _prevention and control
65. A neeting of the smaller Caribbean islands on oil spill contingency planning

was held in San Juan, Puerto Rico, from 16 to 20 June 1980 at the invitation of the
Commonweal th of Puerto Rico. The neeting was conceived and resources acquired
through the joint efforts of OAS, the United States Man and the Biosphere Progranme
and IMO, with financial support provided by the United States Agency for
International Devel opnent (USAID) and UNEP.

66. A meeting of governnent experts on subregional oil spill contingency planning
for the island States and territories of the w der Caribbean region was held in
Saint Lucia from 7 to 11 My 1984. The neeting was convened jointly by 0AsS, UNEP
and MO, with financial support provided by QAS, the Caribbean Trust Fund,

adm ni stered by UNEP, USAID and the Swedish International Devel opment Authority.

67. The purpose of the meeting was twofold: firstly, to review data subnmitted by
individual island States and territories on the state of their oil spill
preparedness: and secondly, in the light thereof, to develop a framework or plan
under which the CGovernnents mght co-operate at the operational level in responding
to major oil spill incidents.

Facilitation of mnaritine traffic

68. Contacts are in the process of being established between IMO and QAS in order
to co-ordinate their progranmes on facilitation of international maritine traffic.
The IMO Convention on Facilitation of International Mritime Traffic, 1965,
amended, which is global in scope, was adopted after QAS drafted its Convention on
Facilitation of a regional character. Wile in essence, there is great sinmlarity
between the two conventions, since the 1965 IMD Convention was drafted using the
model of the ©OAS Convention on Facilitation, there is a need to harnonize snall
items and strategies for pronmoting full inplementation of the Conventions in the
Anerican States.

69. OAs has adopted a Maritime Search and Rescue Mnual of a regional character.
IMO has adopted the International Convention on Maritine Search and Rescue, 1979,
and also the Merchant Ship Search and Rescue Manual (MERSAR) and the |MD Search and
Rescue Manual. Wile there is great correspondence between the manual proposed by
OAs anidt hose adopted by IMO, there is a need to harnonize sone aspects of these

instiument <.

0. General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
70. Activitics of GATT in areas of interest to OAS in 1987 have been closely
linked to the Uruguay Round of Multilaterad Trade Negotiations, which was launched
at. the ministerial meeting held in September 1986 at Punta de) Este and should last
until the end of 1890,
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71, These multilateral trade negotiations cover both trade in goodn and trade in
services, and are intended amongst other things, t O bring about further
liberalization and expansion of world trade to the benefit of all countries, to
etrengthrn the role of QATT and improve the multilateral trading system based on
the principle8 and rules of GATT, and to increase the responsiveness of that system
to the evolving international ecenemic environment,

72, Following the adoption of the minirterial deslaration, the structure of the
negotiations and the negotiating plane wore agreed on 28 Jarruary 1987. Since than,
work has proceeded in all 15 negotiating groups, with the aim of fulfilling their
programme for the so-called “initial phase" Of the negotiationer in December 1988,
a meeting of the participating countrier at tho minirterial level, to be held at
Montreal, will examine progress in the negotiations.

73. Nineteen countries members of OA8, which are Contracting Parties to QATT or
have already started accession procedures, are participating in there

nogotiationr . Developing countries that our members of OA8 havo rhown particular
interest in the negotiations relating to tropical produotr, agriculture, tariffs,
non-tariff measures and trade in natural resource-breed products, though the
so-called "new iesues" (1,6 e.services , trade-related investment measures and
trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights, including counterfeit goods)
have also attracted a great dead cf attention,

74. Apart from ectivitier related to the Uruguay Round, GATT is also pureuing the
specific tasks allotted to its different committees, in parti cul ar to the Committee
on Trade and Development, which keeps under review the application of the

provirionr of Part IV of the General Agreement and of the Enabling Clause regarding
differential and more favourable treatment in favour of developing countries.

75. In the area of technical co-operation, QATT har pursued its assistance
programme, inter alia, in the form of seminars and commercial policy courses.
Several seminars have been organised in the developing countries members of OAB in
the last year and a half: at the national level, in Bolivia, Bragil, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, EI Salvador and Quatemalar and three seminars at the regional
level. These seminars, whether national or regional, aim at informing government
officials and, in some instances, private sector representatives, of QATT
activities and the Uruguay Round Of Multilateral Trade Negotiations, as well as at
ussisting relevant developing countries towards preparation for, and completion ot,
the process of their accession to GATT.

76. In the field of training activities, each year the GATT secretariat organizes
at Geneva one commercial policy course in English and one in French or Gpanish,
alternately, for officials from developing countries. 8ince anrly 1986, 59
officials from developing countries that are members of OAS and from regional
organisations of these countries have participated in these connr ges,

,'Ill
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1/ In conformity with article 10 of the Esquipulas || agreement
(A/42/821-8/10085, annex), the International Verification and Follow-up Commission

consisted of the Secretary-General of OAS8, or his representative, the
Secretary-General Of the United Nations, or his representative, and thr Ministers
for Poreign Affairs of the countries of Central America and of the Contrdora Oroup

and its Support Group.




