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ANNEX

Joint summaxy of the Qlgo Conference on Sustainable Development

1. The Secretary-General Of the United Nations, the ® xaautive heads of 22 United
Nations organisations and members of tho World Commirrion on Eavironmeat and
Development mot im 0810 on 9 and 10 July 1988 at the invitation of the Prime
Minister of Norway, Gro Harlem Brundtland, Chairman of the World Commissien on
Environment and Development, to ® xploro how the United Nations system can promote
sustainable development by ® nhrncing global ® aonomia grovrh and rooial development
a8 recommended by the World Commimsion On Eanvironment and Jevelopment.

2. The gravest problems facing thr world today, beside tne thrrat of nuclear war,
arethedeteriorationof the ® SHHOOUSHEOMe and it8 link with poverty and the bleak
prospects for development. The growing interdependence be*ween countries and the
close interlinkages between issues present @ outo challenges ta international
co-operation and to fthe partnership between Goveranments and the multilateral
institutions.

3. The partiaipantr agreed with the Commission that the objectives for
environment and development policies must include preserving peace, securing growth
on a sustainable basisand @ |lovirting poverty as a prerequisite to preserving the
environment and to achieving sustiinable development.

4. It was recalled that the General Assembly last year unanimourly welcomed the
report of the World Commission and set in motion a follow-up process for the entire
United Nation8 system. The partiaipantr reaffirmed that sustainable development is
a aommon objective of thr United Natiors system, inoluding the financial
institutions.

5. The partiaipantr noted that thr failure Of some countries to make full payment
of their assessed contributions tO tho United Nations system war impairing its
ability to respond most @  ffoat;voly tO the ® nvironmontal crises.

6. The participants identified the following priority issues for United Nations
action ON sustainable development towards the year 2000 and beyond: developing
human resources and fully integrated population policies; protecting the atmosphere
and thr global climate, ocean and water resources) halting desertification and
countering deforestation; controlling dissemination Of dangerous wastes and aiming
at the ® lamination Of such wastes; increasing technology co-operation; controlling
roil ® ro8ion and the loss of species; and, above all, securing economic growth,
rooial justice and a more ® quitablo distribution of income and resources within and
among countries a8 mean8 for alleviating poverty.

7. To achieve there goals a new global ethic 18 needed based on equity,

accountability and human solidarity - solidarity with present and future
generations - rather than on the tyranny of the immediate.
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8. A more oquitable economic and political partnership betwaen developing and
developed countries calls for a genuine dialogue among all countries. Qlobal
issues require global solutions based on global consultations.

9. The participants are convinced that a wider pattern of co-operation nt the
highest level is needed. It is time to restore thr process that stopped halfway in
Cancln, Mexico.

10. The partiocipants agreed that debt relief, increased financizl flows, and
commodity earnings ¢ [ necessary for developing covatries to prevent over-use of
limited natural resources. Both industrialised and developing countries have tO
undertake necessary structural adjustments respectful of human considerations.

11. They underlined in particular that povarty alleviationand @ nvironmoatal
preservation can be made cost-effective components Of developmeat plans and
programmes and should not be considered as ® trgonirtio with development itself,

12, Only through ® ffootivo co-ordination and integration, on the national,
regional and global levels, can a mutually reinforcing partnership between
Governments and the multilateral organisations be ® ahiovrd. To this end
Governments rhould ® 8tabliSh a coherent national and foreign policy for sustainable
development, boating im mind the medium- and long-term perspective.

13. The agencies of the United Nations system, including the financial
institutions and the regionai commissions, will furthrr develop compatible policies
and ® 8tabli8h COmmMoON targets as well a8 a COMMON data base. A Task Foree to
provide a framework and overall guidance for the system-wide ® otivitiar ® im8d at
sustainable development will be ® rtrblirhod under the authority of the
Secretary-General.

14, The participant8 also agreed to include in thr respective programmes and
budgets for 1990-1991 and medium-term plans appropriate measures responding to the
recommendation8 Of the World Commission or Environment and Development,

15. The participant8 welcomed the proposal to use the United Nations Development
Programme network and the Uni ted Nation8 Env4ronment Programme and other ®  XIOVO#X/B1M,
to work together with Qovernmenta and private organisations at the country level,

16. Information, education and popular participation is vital, The United Nations

will mobilise further the public opinion. In particular a dialogue with youth is
called for,

17. Sustainable development requires a dynamic partnership with citisens’
movements, non-governmental organisations, trade unions, ® ntorprirer and the
media, The United Nation8 system will take a special responsibility for launching
this process in a8 many countries aS possible,
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Ib. The participants felt that the discussions over the past two days were
fruitful, @ d that a similar meeting should be held in 1990.

0810, 10 July 1988

Qro Harlem Brundtland Javier Péres de Cuéllar

Prima Minister Of Norway Secretary-General of the United Nations
Chairman of thr World Commission On

Environment and Development
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APPENDIX

The Oslo Conference considered the following actions im pursuing sustainable
development:

(a) Adoption Of sustainable development as &8 CONMMDN objective Of the United
Nations system; cach entity Of the United Nations system should prepare its own
blueprint on rurtainable development (ref. Norwegiaa policy documeat))

(b) Incorporation of tha substance of sustainable development as @ rtioulrted
in Que _Common Future in the subsequent programmes, budgets ® d medium-term plans of
the various organisations of the United Nations system;

(a) Elaboration of a new global ® thio based on equity, accountability and
humansolidarity;

(d) Inolurion Of the issues of poverty and its @ nvironmontrl consequences and
human resources development in a new international development strategy that
focuses on themes rather than target8 Of development;

(e) Promotion Of research and development Of guidelines for policles of
sustainable development, iater AL, w;'wenching country studies on the
integration of eavironment and development at the policy level;

(f) Expansion of ® rirting monitoring and ® vriurtion systems tO provide the
necessary information for co-operative efforts on sustainable development and to
promote multidisciplinary research and information ® xchaagol

(g) Development Of environment statistics and indicators Of sustainable
development, harmonised and accessible data bases, ® d resource/environment
accounting tO assist in the integration of social, economic and ® avironmontal
policies’

(h) Establishment Of a task force, under the authority of the
Secretary-General, to provide a framework of overall guidance for tha system-wide
activities aimed at rurtainable development and of ad hog tusk forces on specitic
issues’

(1) Application of the System-Wide Medium-Term Enviroament Programme a8 a
framework for the concerted elaboration and planning of the programmes of the
United Nation8 system that contribute to sustainable development;

(J) Strengthening of the role of the regional commissions in the

implementation of sustainable development, particularly through the use of
issue-related task forces and inter-agency joint units;
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(k) Fostering close co-operation between United Nation8 Development Programme
resident representatives and resident co-ordinators, thr World Bank, the United
Nations Environment Programme, a8 well a8 othrr United Nation8 ® ntitie8, governnent
officlials, andnon-governnent al organizations at the country |level, interalis.

t hrough special neeting8 or seminars on the inplenentation of rurtainable
development)

(1) Encouragement of countrles to prepare national policy paper8 on
sustainable development, with the assistance of United Nationg8 organizations and
bodies, (O improve the consistency of policy directives;

(m) Preparation of an environnmental inpact assessment for every United
Nat i on8 programme and project)

(n) Establishment Of a focal poi nt for devel oping a |long-term perspective on
energy production anduses

(o) Elaboration by the'United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank,
the United Nation8 Environment Programme and the regional commissions of concrete

proposals on technology for sustainable development and the financing of its
transfer;y

(p) Enlisting the support of social paitnars - trade unions and employers -
for sustainable Aevelopment;

(q) Extension of the activities of the International Board for Plant Genetic
Resource8 (IBPGR) to cover all species of economic importance;

(r) Launching of a continuing effort with the Department of Public
Information in collaboration with United Nations Environment Programme to publicize
sustainable development matters;

(s) Mobilization of public opinion through new co-operative arrangenents

between the United Nations system, governments non-governmental organizations and
the media and conmuni cati on8 industry;

(t) Forging a contract with the world’8 youth and embarking on a global
educational campaign on issues of environmentally sound and sustainable
development, possibly in the context of the proposed 1992 conference:

(u) Exploring the feasibility of a Cancun-type summit neeting to take up
North-South issues rel ating to sustainable development;

(v) Convening a similar meeting on sustainable development in 1990.



