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PART ONq

VIETNAM’S CASE VERSUS CHINA'S CASE
REGARDING THE HOANG SA (PARACEL)  AND
THE TRUONG SA (SPRATLY)ARCHIPELAGOES

In the course of the settlement of dirputes between
various countries in the world on the rovarrignty over owner-
less territories keg nullius) , a principle of international
law on the assertion  of territorial aovrreignty  has been
formulated : the principle of effectivity. Thir principle
limo rt present at the core of customary international law.
In AaLa, AZrica, Europa, America and the Pacific region, nume-
rous disputea  over territorial rovereionty have been rettlad
on the basis of the principle of effectivity. The moat famourr
crre~among these settlement8 war one.,involvinq  the United
Stater and tho Netherlandr on the cltatur of Palmas irland
under the arbitration of Max Huber  60 year8 ago. The conclu-
rion of this rettlement and others including the Minquiers
and Ecrehor case between Britrin and France, the Clipprrton
irland case between Mexico and France, the Ea8t Greenland case
between Norway and Denmark, etc . . . have become criteria to
rrrert sovereignty overownerleaa  (rea nulliur)’  and abandoned
(res derelicta)’  territories. Effective occupation and effec-
tive, continuous and peaceful exercire  of state authority en-
title to sovereignty.

Meanwhile, outdated or inappropriate views have been
dincarded, for example 8

- The riqht of discovery and the right of firclt occupancy,
the principle of fictive occupation. (A dircovery  will result
only ,in an imperfect title, i-.a. an “embryonic” title, To be
effective, such a title rmedr to be perfected over a reaoon-
abla period of time through effective occupation and effective
administration of the discovered territory).

- Occupation by private individual will not entitle their
country to tsrritorial sovereignty, Only the state can be the
title-holder of tho occupation.

- An occupation through conquuot (de bellatio)  will not
entitle to territorial rovereiqnty over the conquered territory,
To reach objective and impartial concluriono on the sovereignty
over the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa archipelasoer, it is necemary
to #et the Vietnamese and Chinere reagective cases aqainrt the
norm8 of the arinciple of effectivity t effective occupation,
effective, continuous and peaceful exercise of atate authority,
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1. Vietnam's c8ae I

ViatnamW8  ca8e ir that itlha8 maintained effective
occupation of the two archipblagoer at leaat rince the 17th
century when they ware not under the rovereignty of any
country and the Vietnamerr state ha8 exercirrd effectively,
continuourly and pewafully it8 8overeignty over the two
archigelrgoer until the time when they were invaded by the
Chinerr armed forcer.

It was recorded in TOAN' TAP THIEN NAM TU CH1 LO DO THU
(Route map8 from the capital to the four directions) by DO BA
CONG DA0 in the 17th century that at leant by that century
the map of Vietnam had deriqnrted  the two archipelrqoee by I
single name BAI CAT VANG and placed them within the adminir-
trative confine8 of Binh Son dirtrict,  Wang Nghia prefecture.
BAX CAT VANG war then *otherwire  known a8 HOANG,SA,  CON VANG,
TRUONG SA, DA1 HOAkG SA, DA1 TRUONG SA, VAN LY TRUONG SA, &tc.
and now 88 HOANG SA and TRUONG SA. '

Vietnam had consolidated its occupation and establirhed
it8 rovereignt

x
by orgrnizing  Horn9 Sa brigade8 for the pur-

pores of explo trtfon in a rtrte capacity. Each brigade com-
prirred  70 member8  whore annual tark it was to collect in Horn9
Sa over a period of 6 month8 such rea product8 ar holothurians,
turtler,  preciour concher  and retrieve from wrecked ships in
the vicinity of there archipelagoes such commodities-as gold
and silver, coins , quno and ammunitions, tin, porcelain and
91868  w8re8 *.. DO BA CONG DAO’a book and dozenr’of otheralike
PHU BIEN TAP WC (1776) (Miscellaneou8 records on the Pacifi-
cation of the frontiera], DA1 NAM THUC LUC TIEN BIEN VA CHINH
BIEN (1844-1848) [Truthful accour’&8  about Dai Nam former and
prerent dynarties], DA1 NAM NHAT THONG CH1 (1882) [Geography
of unified Dai, Nam] and official annala of the National Inrti-
tute of Hirtory under the Imparirl  Court of Hue, LICH TRIEU
HIEN CHUONG LOkI CH1 [Collection of regulation8 under succea-
rive dynrrtien], HOANG VIET DIA DU CH1 (1883) [Geographical
treatfer  of Imperial V'iet Nam] # all had written about Hoanq Sa
and irr exploitation by Hoanq Sa brigades.
recruitment, tribute,

Regulations on
reward and remuneration of Hoang Sa bri-

gades had all been clearly drfined by the state,

The Horng Sa brigade8 were later reinforced by the Bat
HI’ brig8de8  and they operated continuourly  during the reign8
of the Nguyen lords (1558-1786)  rnd until the Tay Son (1786-
1802) and Nguyen (1802-1945)  dynacrtisa. Emperor Gia Long, the
founder of the Nguyen dynarty,  and hi8 Succeasora like Mirth
Ming, Thieu Tri and Tu Due took particular care to consolidate
national  sovereignty over the two archipelagoes.
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Hareunder are rome relevant events I

- In 1919, emperor Gia Long appointed Pham Wang Anh to
lead a Hoanq Sa brigade to explore the archipelago and survey
sea routes. The survey war continued in th& following year.

- UpOn completion in 1833 of preparrtory jobs on hi8 per-
sonal order, including the provision of boats and mrterirls,
in 1834 and also in the yeara of 1835 and 1636, emperor Minh
Mang ruccerrively appointed Generals Truong Phuc Si, Pham V8n
Nguyen and Phrm Huu Nhrt to carry out a cartographical survey
of erch of the irlrnda aid an over811 survey of  the sea in the
vicinity, to draw maps, to build temples and place sovereignty
markers in Horn9 Sa, Emperor Thieu Tri personally examined
rnd approved annual plans of operation sf Horn9  Sa brigade3
prhaented to him by the Ministry of Public Works (See Annex II).
Empkor Tu Due c.onferred  upon mrrtyra of the Hoang  Sa brigade8
the tit,h “Truong Sa Hero” (See Annex III) .

After the establishment of her protectorrte over Vietnam
by virtue of the June 6, 1884 treaty, Franca administered the
two l rchipelagooa of tioang Sa and Truong Sa in the name of SFet
nam,

At the beginning, the French 8UfhOritieS had a project
for a lighthouse on the Hosng Sa archipelago, carried out naval
patrols in the water8 of the two archipelagoes to ansure aecu-
rity and committed cuStoma 8hip8 to combatting smugglingl They
allowed the Japanese to collect quano on the Hoanq Sa islands.
Between 1925 and 1927 the Oceanographical Institute at Nha
Trang commissioned S/S De Laneaoan to carry out oceanographical,
geological and biological. Studies  in the two archipelagoes
SUCCOSSiVS1y.

Between 1930 and 1932 the Inconstant, Alert@ and La Mali-
cieuoe  warrhipa and also S/S De Laneraan made several voyage8
to Hoang Sa.

From 1930 to 1933, French naval unit8 were stationed on
the main island of the Truong Sa archipelago : Truong Sa, An
Bang, Ba Binh (Itu Aba), the Song Tu cluster, Loai Ta and Thi
Tu. This activity was published in the official jltlurnal  of the
French  Republic on July 26, 1933. Also in 1933, the Truonq Sa
archipelago was placed under the administration of Ba Ria pro-
vince by a decree of the then Cochinchina Governor, J, Krau-
thelmer (See Annex IV).

In the wake of the Japanere occupation of Marishuria
(1931) and the Lu Qiu bridge incident (1937),  initial moves
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in the war of aggrar8Lon against China, the danger of Japa-
nese expanrionism  loomed large in Southeast Asia. The French
authoritier, thorafore,  embarked upon a plan for the defence
of Indochina including the safeguarding of the two archipe-
lagoes of Hoang Sa and Truong Sa. As a result, the Hoang Sa
archipelago, then belonging to Warn Nghia province,  was made a
reparate administrative unit in Thua Thien province (later on
the archipelago was split into two administrative units), In
1937, the Lamotte Piquet cruissr commanded by Vice-Admiral
Esteva called at Hoang da, The Inaochines@ authorities sta-
tioned an army unit on the Hoang Sa archipelago, where they
set up a meteorological station, a wireless station and ins-
talled more sovereignty markers and lighthouses. When in a
statement in early 1939, Japan placed a number of islands in
the Truong Sa archipelago under its jurisdiction, France ’
lodged an official protest. Nevertheless, from 1939 till the
end of the Second World War, the Japanese army occupied both
archipelagoes.

On hrr return to Indochina after the Second World War,
France demanded in early 1947 that the armed forces of the
Republic of China be withdrawn from the archipelagoes of Hoang
Sa and Truong Sa which they had illegally occupied in late
1946, and brought in French forcer to replace the Chinese
troop. France also had the meteorological station and the
wireless station rebuilt. .

At the 1951 San Francirco Conference’- attended by 51
countries - on the Peace Treaty with Japan, the Head of the
delegation of the state of Vietnam under the protectorate of
France in a statement reaffirmed Vietnamese sovereignty over
the two archipelagoes. No objections were raised nor any
reservations made againat his statement at the conferv;e.

The 4954 Geneva Agreements on Indochina recognited the
independence, unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Vietnam. However, Vietnam wad temporarily partitioned in two :
the southern territory lying below the 17th parallel (inclu-
ding the Hoang Sa and Truong Sr archipelagoes) was placed under
the administration of the South Vietnam authorities. Upon
their withdrawal from Indochina in 1956, the French authorities
transfered the territory of 3outh Vietnam to the Saigon admi-
nistration which subsequently oent troops to take over the
Hoang Sa and Truong Sa archipelagoes and reorganized them admi-
nistratively, settingxp a village in each of them and annexing
it to a district on the mainland (See Annex V), they installed
rovereignty markers on the major islands, maintained the mete-



A/43/346
s/19056
ltnglish
P&qe 7

orological stations (listed in the network of the World
Meteorological Organisation (WMO), allowed burinrasmen to
exploit guano in Hoang Sa and sent scientific surtrey team3
to these two archigolagoas,

* Taking advantage of the French withdrawal from Xndo-
china, in 19S6 the Beijing authoritieo occupied the eastern
cluster of islands of the Hoang Sa archipelago. Their occu-
pkion met with a strong protest from the Saigon Adminirtra-

In 1959, a landing attempt on the western part of thel rchiprlago made by Chinese soldiers disguised as fishermen
was smashed by the Saigon forces, Eighty-two Chinese Yisher-
merP w a r e  captured.

In 1974, taking advantage of the situation at the time,
when the army of the Saigon adminirtration  was busy coping
with the attacks launched by the armed forces of the Provi-
sional Revolutionary governme@ of the Republic of South
Vietnam (PRGRStfiT),China.used  its air force and navy to oc;a&y
the remaining western part of the Hoang Sa archipelago.
Saigon Administration strongly pronounced itself and informed
other countries and the J.N. SecLtr:ity Council of this incident.
Concerning this same incident the PRGRSVN made public a threa-
paint position including a proposal to hold talks between the
petlea concerned to settle the dirgute. At a conferewe  czf
the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) held in 1975, in
Colombo, the PRG resolutely dei’mded Vietnamese sovereignty
over the Hoang Sa archipelago and was determined to maintain
a national meteorological station there. All other cases of
violation of Vietnam’s sovereignty over the two archipelagoes
met with similar strong protests from the various South Vietnam
Administrationa,

’ Following the reunification of Vietnam, the Socialist
Republic of VFotnam time and again reaffirmed its sovereignty
over these two archiprlagoes in conducting its relations with
China and other countrier concerned in international organi-
zations and at international conferences as well as at the
talks between the Deputy Minioters for Foreign Affairs of the
two countries started in Beijing in October 1977, and on other
occasions. In 1982, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam esta-
blirhed the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa districts attached to the
Quang Nam-Da Nang and Phu Khanh provinces respectively (See
Annex VI 1.

On the strength of the above facts it can be definitely
asserted that the state of Vietnam has effectively occupied

/, . . .
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the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa archipelagoes and hsa exercised
l ffectively,continunously and peacefully Fts state functions
there for some 300 years rince the 17th cffntury till Beijing
invaded the two archipelagoes.

2. China’s case I

S o  f a r  China has mainly based herself on historical
occurrences to prorent her case ; the Chinos~ were the  firrt
to discover, exploit and govern Juuru Luozhou, Shitang,
Thianli Shitang, Wanli Shitang,Wanli Chang Sha . . . which ouy-
IprtsdlY correspond to Xisha and Nansha today, and for thousands
of years rucceraive Chinese dynasties and administrations have
been continuously exrrciring their rule over there two archi-
palagoes.

Firat a question which need3 to be considered Fs whether
the above-mentioned really are names of the islands belonging
to the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa archipelagoes. This i3 one of
the first qurstionr that Max Huber had to deal with in the
Palmas irland diopute. One can see that the above-mentioned
evidence produced by China is fuzzy to say the leaat. Not
until 17874788 when a  survey was undertaken  by the Kergariou
Locmaria expedition did the weotern  navigators realize that
there existed two reparate  archipelagoes later called Hoang Sa
(Paracel)  and Truong S a  (Spratly). Even if the identification
were in China’s favour that would rot be the fundamental F33ua.
The’fundamental issue L3 to examine its argumentation undek
the light of the principle of effectivity.

- The discovary and exploitation by the Chinese people t

In former times, it was not only the Chinerr  but also
the Vietnamese, the Malaya, the Peraiana,  the Arabs . . . who
made voyager to and from the waters of the Hoang Sa and
Truong Sa archipelagoes. There 13 no proof that no other
people had discovered these two archipelagoao  before the
Chinese did.

Discovrry and exploitation by the people will not under
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l aw  r e su l t  i n  the  a s se r t ion  of  na t iona l  sove-
reignty . Even the discovery by states confer3 but an embry-
onic, imperfect title which becomes complete only if subse-
quent activities are undertaken by these states to manifest
thei r  wil t  to  exerciso their  jur isdic t ion.

- On the jurirdiction exercised for thousands of  year3
by Chinere feudal dynastier.



Up to now Beijing har cited a numbar of occurrqncor
to row that the vrriour- Chinrrr dynarrticlr  had l xorcirrd

- !the r juri8diCtion  over  the80 fW0 archipelago08 I

boijing har cited the following rxcmtpt from thr
Profaco to Wujing Zongyao (General pro ramma of military
affairr) written by emperor Rmzong (1 g23-1063) o f  the
northorn Song I t

The court of the northern Song "orbarr  that imperial
troop8 bo dirpatchrd to build and drfand the ba8@8 of naval
patrol in Guangnan Lo. prmont day Guangtung”,  “if from
Tunm@nrhan  one avail8 onerelf  of the Eaat wind and take.
the Southwost. route one will reaoh Jiuruluo8hOWviawad  by
Beijing aa”today Xi8ha archipelago in rwmn dayr. Thi8,8up-
pO8ed to prove that the Xi8ha archipelago  had come under the
administration of the court of the Northern pong?

In iact thire are in the following barrgraph of tha
preface thrm raparatcr idaar(herrundrr  underlined  by tha
author)which  have brcrn rearrangrd into one rmtonco I MOrdor8
that imperial troop8  be dirpatchrd to build and drfand ba8e8
of naval patrol in the eartrrn and wartorn 8aa harbour8 which
at0 280 truongr (an ancient unit of maarurr-aqua1 to 3.51
metrrr wide) and about 200 Ii from Tunm@nahan and that war-
8hig8 br b u i l t . If from Tunmenrhan  one avail8 onaaalf of the
Ea8t wind and taker the Southwert route one will reach
Jiuruluoznou  in sovon days, procrading  furthor, one will reach
Bulaorrhan in the Kingdom of Huanzhou[ within threa day8, and
about 360 li further southward8 from hiat point ir Ling8hWP
dong . To the, aouthweat  of Lingrhandong are the Kinqdomr  of
Darhifu, Sixi and Tianzhu where no one had any idea of how
long a voyage to these Kingdom8 would take” Clearly, the
abow eICOrt8, on the one hand, mentioned t 3 Aourt’r  orderc1 I
on the ortablirhment of bare8 for nrval pbtrol, and on the.
ether hand, described the aaa-touter to variourr countrLr8 in
South-Eart  Asia and the Indian Ocean, but not a ringlr  line
8UggO8tad Chinare  naval patrol8 to Jiuruluozhou conrfdered to
be the “Xilha” archipelago.

China’8 mirquotation of the preface to the Wujing Zongyao
and it8 deliberate di8tOrtiOn  of hi8tOry are indicative of the
value of thi8 fir8t evidence.

[l] bUlao8han t Cu Lao Cham
Huanahou I Champa

(21 Dashifu (mentioned in many Chine88 ancient bookr a8 Oarhi) I
a medieval feudal state in the pre8ent-d&

x
Parhan Gulf ,

Siti t Sri Lanka, Tianzhu I India (accord ng to the Chinere
book8 Tangrhu, SOngshi and Gujin Tulhu Jicheng).
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- Beijing ha8 cited the artronomical surveys by the Yuan
dynarty (XIIIth century) in Nanhai to conclude that the
Xisha archipelago lay within Chine80 territory under the Yuan.

Neverthelerr, i t  i s  wri t ten in  the  off ic ia l  hirtory of
the Yuan dyna8ty itrelf that the Chinese  dormin under the Yuan
dynasty extended only to Hainan i8hnd in the South and not
beyond the Gobi derert in the North, that is to 8ayl it did
not include the i8land8 which China call8 Xisha today. More-
overt the mearurementr  carried out by the Yuan dynarty at 27
pointr, included territorier  of other courrtrier, ruch a8 Gaoli
(Korea), Tiele (Soviet Siberia), Nanhai, If there were
rqardod a8 a legal barir for China’8  sovereignty, thir could
lc,ad tot Chinese claim8 on more distant terri&rietr  including
in the Democratic Peopleto Republic of Koraa and the USSR.

- China ha8 cited a patrol cruise by Vice-Admiral Wu Shong
in the years 1710-1712 or a6 dbring the ding dynasty alleging
thet Vice-Admiral Wu Shong himoelf  set out "from Qiongya, pro-
ceec!ing to Tonggu, Qizhouyang, and Sigengsha’  making a three-

*thousand  mile tour o f  inspection". On this basis, China
asrertc that Qizhouyang i8 the present-day Xirha archipelago
which wa8 then g ..,colled by naval unLts of Guangtung province.
All the names of Qiongya, Tonggu, Sigengsha, are name,of loca-
lities on the coart of Hainan irland, while QLzhouyang  is a
maritime zone lying between the northeastern coast of Hainan
island and the group of reven islets situated to the northeast
of Hainan (See the l/500,000 scale sea map publi8hed  in 1965
by China in Chinere  and Vietnamese languages, the map of Lsithou
peninsula aqd.Hainan island and the topographical map of Nanhai
printed by the Chinere Cartological Publishing House in May 1974)
(See Annex VII).

So, that was just an inspect&on tour around Hainan island.
Boijin'g'r  conclusion8 ark ObViOU8ly contrary to historical  and
geograyhical facts.

- About the “tour of inspection” around the Xisha prchips-
lago by Admiral Li Lhun in 1909 referred to by Beijing : the
blitz landing and pulling out of Chinese troop8 on gome islands
of the Hoang Sa archipelago ordered by Admiral Li Zhun was a
violation of Vietnamese sovereignty and absolutely cannot be
regarded ad an exercise of Chinere “8overeignty”.That “tour of
indpection” and all the rrubaequent activitier of the government
of the Republic of China or the government of the People's
Republic of China, supposedly aimed at asserting Chinese  “rule”
otmr the Hoang Sa or Truong Sa arChipelagOe8, took place at a
time whtin theaa two archipelagoes had already belonged to

/ . . .
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Viesnam . All the three above-mentioned occufrencea aa
cited by China were, on the one hand, dirtortionr of hiato-
rical rnd geographical facts and,’ on the other, had no
connection8 with the Hoang Sa and Truonq 8a archipelagoes Of
Vietnam. If maritime patrol and inrpecttion  tour8 are pre-
rented l e an argument proving Chineare rovrreignty over the two
archipelagoor, one may wonder whether China ir going to claim
rovwdgnty over sluch tarritorier in relation to which Zheng
He under the Ming dynasty reven times (betwern 1409 and 1430)
diepatched a large naval fleet with more than 60 gunrhips and
28,000 men to impose Chinese hegemony on territorier within
the Indian Ocean zone and undertake territorial exploration
in the Red Sea zone and along thr carat of Eartern Africa-?

M o r e o v e r , for an extended period of 700 yaarr, from the
Renzong  reign of the Northern Song (1023-1063) to the Kangxi
reign of $he Qing dynasty (1654-1722)  China wad able to cite
only three rcattered unconvincing occurrences. It LI therr-
fore impossible for Chfna to make any claim about an “effective
and continuous exercise of rovereigntyYComparing  the respec-
tive caaer of Vietnam and China, one can bee that I China has
never adminirtered  the Hoang Sa and Truonq Sa archipelagoee,
and it ir all the more impooribla to ray that China hao exer-
tired effectively, continuourly and peacefully her 9overeign-
ty” over these islands. The claim of Chinese sovereignty is
one that China has not up to now been able to prove.

The state of Vietnam has effectively octcupied the two
archipelagoes of Hoang Sa and Truong Sa rincr at least the
17th century and hag effectively, continuously and peacefully
exercised its sovereignty ever rime.

From the 17th to the 193 century, Chinera dynaatisr had
never protested but inqlicitiy recognized Vietnamese jurirdic-
t’ion over the archipelagoes. There was even a caaa when
metiara of the Hoang Sa brigade were helped by the Chinese to
get back to Thuan Hoa from QLnglan port (Hainan Wand)  into
which thsir boat had been swept by a typhoon 131, With the
1884 France-Chinere Treaty rigned in Tirntsin,  China recog-
nized French rule in Vietnam, During the nearly century-long
French rule over Vietnam, only on a few occasions did China
make a claim of 9overeigntyn over the Hoang Sa archipelago,

13 ] In pages 82B45A of PHU BEEN TAP LUC, Lo guy Don wrote Pin the
rrventh month of the 18th Kianlonq year, from An Vinh village,
Cat Liem brigade, Chuong Nghia sub-dirtrict, Quang Nqai district
of Vietnam, there were 10 rervicemen who went to Wanlichangrha
to collect things while the rest remained on board to look
after the boar, As their boat rope was cut off by winda, they

(to be continued page 10 1
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but whrn Franca twice (in 1937 and 1947) propored  a lrgal
rolution,  the Republic of China turned down the French pro-
poral8. In all Chinrrr map8 Hainan irland irr drawn a8 the
muthemmet  poSnt  o f  C h i n a . A Chinese grographical  book* I
publirhed in 1906 even put the l outhernmoat point of China at
16JLOOdegreor North lat,itude (41. In connection with the
rinking of S/8 Ballona and Imeji Maru in the water8 of tha
H o r n Ia archipelago (in 189548961, the Chinera authoritier
i n  L rnf Ourng province in an anrwor to the Britirh Conrul
even aa df that Xirha did not belong to China,

-
Kontinurd p.9 1
wore driven off to Qinglan port where after verification the
official8 there aent them back home. Nguyen Phuc Chu then
orderad Thuc Luong Hau who was governor of Thuan Hoa province
to write them a letter of acknowledgement.

In Hoang Chao Yitong Yudi Zonqtu general map of the Unified
Empire publirhed in the 20th Guangxu year 1894, Chinroe  terri-
tory axtondad only a8 far a8 Hainan island, Its annotation
clearly wrote that the routh@rnmoet point of the Qing country
ir Vhouya, OLongahou  Fur Guang Tung 18.13 degreer North. In
Zhongguo Dilixue Ji.ao Keshu written by Tu Ke in the 31rt Gurngxu
year 19OS, and publirhed in 1906, It was clearly written in
book 1 that “the routharnmort  point ir the Yaahou coast of
Qiiongzhou  irland 18.13 drgrrsr North latitude (gage 241).
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STANDS TAKEN BY OTHER COUNTRIES
ON “CHXNA’S SOVEREIGNTY’ OVER THE TWO ARCHIPELAGOES

Beijing ha8 insisted that many countride and world

P
ublic opinion have recognizod the Xirha and Nansha archipe-
rgoar aa China’8 tarritorier.

The evidence8 aa pre#entBd by Beijing can be cla88ifiOd
into the following thrrcr categori@r t

- Rrco,gnition  by govornmantr  ,
- Recognition by international or regional organisations,
- Recognition derived from romo l ncyclopodia@ and maps,

1, p@cosnltion  bv government8 8

The primary l videnco produced by BoijFnq ir the July 4
1938 rtatement o f  the 8pOke8mAn  o f  tho MLnirtry of F o r e i g n
Affair8 of Japan which raid the Xirha archipelago was China’s
torrftory. At that time the Japanero  military forces wsra
rxpanding  their war of l qgresrion against China,in the proxi-
mity of Hainan ieland , Japanese warships and aircraft had just
rtrafed Hoikeou City on Hainan irlana (January 1938) and Japa-
fmre warship8  had entared Yulin p o r t  o n  t h e  is land’s  southern
coart in an attempt to intimidate China (January 1938). The
abow-mentitxwd Ja~aneae rtatement should be reDlaced  in the
context of’Japan’8 strategy of aggrersfon againrt China and of .
th@‘Japan~#e derign to usa China18 territory to seize the ter-
ritorier under French, Briti#h,  American and Dutch occupation
in Southrast  Asiamd  it cannot be conetrued as a recog;:;;;; of
tha rovereiqnty of China over the Xi#ha archipelago.
Boon afterwards the Japanese military forcer raized both Hainan
ieland and the Vietnamare  archipelago of Hoang Sa which was
than under French occupation.

BeijFng4hir invoked the provision of the September 1951
San FranCiBCO Peace Treaty with Japan under which, in China’s
view, Japan renounced  it8 title to the “Xilha” and tbNan8hat’
l rchipalagoos , and the Soviet Union’8 rupport of the ChinSBe
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claim. But China has clelibrratoly ig’norad the Novambrr  26,
194% Cairo Declaration, the July 26, 1945 Postdam Declaration
and tha drcision adopted by the San Francisco Conference con-
Corning thr Paaco Treaty with Japan daspita thr fact that
they ar@ highly important international documents relating to
the question  of Japanare-occupied trrritorirs.

Th@ fact was that in Novrmber 1943, American Presidmt
Franklin 0, Roosrvrlt, British Brim@ Minister Winston Churchil
and thr President of the Republic of China, Chiang Kaishok,
bald a sacret moating in Cairo to discuss thr oonclusion  of
the war with Japan and thr srttlrmant of post-war issues, in-
cluding those connected with other countries’  territories OCCU-
pied by Japan, Neither France nor Vietnam was present at the
meetin .
countr OS agrerd if

Aftor four days of discussion, the leabars of three

!@It is th*ir ptirporr that Japan shall be stgF#ped of all
the islands in’thr Pacific  which sho has seized or occupied
since the brginnins of the First World War in 1914, and that
all the trrritorios Japan has stolen from the! Chinese, such
ss Manchuria, Formosa, and the Poscadoras  shall bo rrrtorad
to the Republic of China” (Cairo Declaration).

This agrwmrnt made no mention of tha Horng Sa and
Truong Sa archipelagoes though both France and Vietnam were
not present at the meeting while China was among the thrm
parties participating in the decision on the issue of trrrito-
rim.

In the Postdam Declaration of July 26, 194% the leaders
of the United States, thr Unitad Kingdom and the Republic  of
Chin@ reaffirmad  PThe trrms of the Cairo Declaration rhall be
implemon:sb”. After it dmlarrd war with Japan in the Far
East, the Soviet Un,ion endorred this proclamation.

At the 19Sl San Francioco Conference, an amendment was
made to the draft Peace Treaty calling for th@ returning to
China of the Xirha and Nanrha archipelagoes, But the confe-
rmaca voted for the rejection of tha amendment with 46 votes
in favour, 3 against rend one abstention.

The Paace Treaty was signed by all the participants in
the confarQncr on September 8, 1951, according to article 2,
chapter 2 of th@ treaty concerning the settlamont  of territo-
ries occupied by Japan I Japan renounce8 all right, title and
claim to. Korea (part A), to Formosa and thr Pescadores of China
(part B) to the Kurilr islands, to part of Sakhalin and the
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islands adjaowt to it of the Soviet Union (part C), to the
' Pacific islands formerly under the trusteeship mandate of

Japan (part 0) to any part of the Ant8rCtiC area, darived
from any Japanese activities (part El and to the Spratly and
Paracel islands (part F) .

The Cairo Daalaration  did not say the Paracsl and
Bpratly archipilagoes  are under Chinese sovereignty, The
Postdam Doalaration  confirmed the Cairo Declarationl Also at
khe San Francimo Conference, the proposal to return the
Parwe and Bpratly arohiprlagoes to China wao rejected.
These are clear-out and unmistakable facts.

In addition, at the San Francisco Conference, the Head
of the.drlrgation  of the state of Vietnam, in a Btatement
asserted the long-standing national sovereignty of Vietnam
over the Hoang 8a and,Truong  Sa archipalagoes,  ths statement
aroused no dbjeotio'ns nor rrssrvations from any country,

On the strength of the above-mentioned historical facts
and legal grounds, the correct conclusions are t

- China’s claim of sowrrignty over the Paracel (Hoanq Sal
and Spratly (Truong Sal has been rejected at international
conferences in which the question of Chinere territories has
been raised,

- The Paracrl and Spratly archipelagoes remaining under
French administration, France returned these Fslands to Viet-
nam upon its withdrawal from the country under the provisions
of the 1954 Gonrva Agreements on Vietnam.

2. Recoonktion  bv international sbacialized agencies and
~anitations  3

Beijing has also cited a few dsciaions of the Far Eastern
MstsorologLaal Organization and the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization. This type of evidence is not worth conri-
dering for it has been stipulated in the statute@ of all intrr-
national and regional specializzd agencies that none of their
decisions implies the recognition of a state’s sovereignty over
any territory.

On the ottur hand, China, under the pretext of “conducting
scientific 8wveyV # has used warships to occupy a number of
rocks and submerged reefs in the Spratly archipelago.
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3. Recoqnitidn bv encvclooediad  and maps of somo other
countries 8

Beijing hrr quoted a number of rncyclop~dias  and maps

!
ublished between 1954 and the 19701 by some countries as
ndicating that the Xirha and Nansha irlands are part of

Chinese territory. Nevrrtheleasr  Vietnam has ancient map8
from the ltth, 16th and 19th centuries which show thr two
archipelagoes as belonging to Vietnam. Moreover, there are
booka and maps of other countries which either detrrmin@  that
these archipelagoes belong to Vietnam or just leave their
sovrreignty undetermined. As a matter of faot, this carrios
little importance as according to international customr and
practices. Googrrphical  maps can only provide supportihg
l vidrnca of minimal value (51.

All ihis China has brought forward as recounted above
to back up her olaim is not convincinti enough to rove that
“China’s rovereignty over the XFsha and Nansha is Pand8 har
been universally recognised”.

Beijing rtressed  that Vietnam itself has Vecongnired”
the Xfrhl. and Nanrha  islands as Chinese territorfrs. If citrr-
as evidence (L view l ⌧prrsred in 19S6 b
Foreign Affair8  of the Democratic Repu fs

Vice-Minirter for
lit of Vietnam Ung Van

Khiem,  a note in 1998 of Prime MinLster Pham Van Dong approving
the statement b
nautical-mile w der

the People’s  Republic of China of her 12-
territorial waters and the statamant in

1965 of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
protesting the United States delimitation of the fighting
zone of the U.S. armed ftrces in Indochina  and which raid thr
zone impingad on “the Xirha maritima area of China”.

It is true that tha above-mentioned facts have occurrod.
But it is necessary to replace them exactly in thrir hiatori-
cal. context. There facts happened between 19S6 and 1965 when
Vietnam had to fight agalnst U.S. intrrvmtion and aggression,

As atatod rrrlier, half of Vietnam South ai! ths 17th parall@
North was placed under provisional control of the South Add-

In hir decision regarding the dispute between the United
Statcrs and the Natherlando over Dalmas island, arbitrator
Max Huber commented that I’. . . It is only with utmost caution
that one can conrider relying on maps for settling a matter
of territorial 8overeigntylll”  and that “when the arbitrator
knows with certainty of the existence of decisive legal data
that contradict the assertions of cartographers whore sourcos
of information are unkonwn, he may altogether disregard thr
value of tMs8 mage no matter how numerous and highly value?
(General p:rna 1 0 t international  public law, 3rd series,
VOlUITM IX, ti3Cilct XLII Al 193% A. Pedone Publishing HoUser
Paris, pp. 179-180).

/ ..I



ni8tration pending nationals reunification in accordancr  with
the provi8iotis of the 1954 Gwmva Agreem@nts  on Indochina,
Tha Saigon Administration (in the South) took over the Hoang
8a and Truong Sa archipelago@8  from the French in 1956 upon
thair withd awe1 from Indochina. From than up to early 197s
thay mado admfairtrrtivo units out of there irlandu, und&&ook
rconomic rurvey and exploitation. They put up a resolute
fight against plane and actual attempt? by bdjing or by other
countrim to arim the two l rehipelagoee, The Frovirional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam
a rignatory to the 1973 Far&a Aqrremant l lonpridr with the
United States and othar countrie8, rleo proclaimlad  Vietnam’s
rovrrrimty over these two archfpafrqoar.

Right aftrr thr riqninq of the 1954 Geneve m-u; on
In<ochinpa,  the Vietnamore  people had to fiqht aqainrt U.S.
intervention  and aqqrerrion in South Vietnam, Since 1963 tha
0.8, had baen waqing a local w&r in the South and at the rame
time conducting an arrial w6r of dsrtruction in the North with
the bhdle of-itr enormour military powat, The Vietnameeo

‘people therefore had to do whatcrvrr.  thay could to defeat thr
war of aqqrerrion and wera determinad not to forfeit their
country once aqain, To the entire nation of Vietnam, thir was
a matter of life and death.

Durinq this period, China conridered U.S. imperialism
her chief enemyI rerolutely  backed Vietnam in ita rtruqgh
against the U.S. and proclaimed herrelf “the rear of the Viet-
name80 people”. China war amang  the countrirr which provided
Vietnam with the greatrrt volume of aid, Vietnam and China
became true alliea in their common rtruqgle against the U.S.
Their relation8 were”a8 clo8e a8 ligr to teeth.’

In ruch a fife and death rtruggle against an l ggrraror
whose military rrtrenqth far arurparsed  ita own, the more.Vfet-
nam r:ould  rely on China’8 attachment to Vtietnam’r struggle tP
grrvrnt the U.S. from uring there two archipelaqoer  aa well a8
t h e  Rien Dong Sea, againat i t ,  t h e  b e t t e r . In that spirit and
againat that background rhould Lhe above-mentioned statement
ba understood.

Vietnam trurted China ir, all rrincerity and bolieved
that after the war &l'l territorial oroblemr would be ruitrbly
+r$olvad between thoee who were “at the same time comradrr
and brotherl”.

During the war of reairtance aqainat the Frrnch,  in 1949
the Vietnamare armed force8 drove the Kuomintrng troop8 out
of Churen (Chinese t@rritOrV), liberated thi8 raqfon rnd
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handed it over to the ChinOre People’s Libera?ion Army after-
wards, in the ram8 spirit, entitled to,take over ‘Nothern
Vietnam under the 1954 Qeneva Agraementr on Indochirla, the
Vietnamere  Government arked China to adminirter  on Vietnam’s
behalf Bach Long Vi island in the Bet Bo (Tonkin) Gulf and
then rega,ined it8 administration over the irland in 1957.
Vietnam put 80 much confidence in China that when the latter
helped Vietnam to reconstmct t5e railway between Ha Noi and
Dong Dang, the Vietnam Ui.~y Ward even accepted a document
raying that the point of junction of the two couhtriea rail-
ways would go “beyond the nation61 border line” ata far as 316
meters into Vietname8e territory in comparison with the offi-
cial border-line between the two countries ar wacr defined in
the May 26, 1955 Sine-Vietnamera Railway Agreement,

We edoptrd, the rame, attitude toward our Lao brotherr.
Dutinq the initial ,rtage"of its war of~*rerietance  against the
U.&Vietnam spared part8 of its territory Such as Na Mea
(Thanh HOA province) and Kong Du (Nghe An province) to Lao
patriotic forcer for u8e ar basea,  the Lao patriotic forcer
similarly agreed to let Vietnam build the Ho Chi Minh trail
on part of Lao territory adjacent to Vietnam. After the war
againrt the u,s, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Lao
Pooplots Democratic Republio satisfactorily resolved together
l ll related gurrtionr. Vietnam handed back to Laos all terri-
terries Ft. had borrowed from Lao8 and vice-verua. On July 18,
1977, the two countrLe8 rigned an Agreement on National Border
DelimLtation,  on the baeir of rerpect  for tha border line
l ⌧irting in 1945 when the two countries declared independence.

However, the relations betwmn Vietnam and China, have
not developed a6 well as the Vietnamare people hoped. TYe
-leta Republic of U in 1972 recaived U.S. PreridQnt’8  MtioMl
&RUSity -842: Hw Kirainuu, and ki 1972 d,uned the Shanqhai  Joint
connarnique  with Prrrident  Richard Nhon. Those eventr reclulted in
China turning friend into foe and vice-versa and in China’s
collurion with the U.S. in itr atratrgy againrt the VLetnameae
people aimed at preventing the Vietnamese people from comple-
;;i; liberating South Vietnam and achieving national rrunifica-

Along with the ercalation of provocative acts and land-
qrabkng operations' along the land border, in January 1974,
Beijing used a military force to attack and occupy the remai-
ning Wertern group of iSland of the Hoang Sa archipelago. With
the war by proxy of the genocidal Polpot clique in Southwestern
Vietnam and the war involving 600,000 Chinere troops in the
Northern border region8 of Vietnam, Beijing has brought the
SLno-Vietnamese  relations to their worst. The realities of the
last ton years and more have clearly shown that Chinh has turned
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the trblrr, awitching friend8 and foes and brazenly carrying
out an anti-Vietnam policy.

In 8hort, Beijing’r claima over the Hoang Sa and Truong
rSa archipslagoer  are without hirtorical  and logal groundr.
Chin.89 actionr in the Hoang Sa archipelago previou8ly and in
the Truong Sa archipelago at prrrant, in fact are part of
Chfnab expanrioniat and hegemoni8t policy towards Vietnam and
Southeast Aair,

Throughout ihe gaat thourands  of yeara, China h;za;ever
mcercired  sovereignty over there two archipelagoer.
China did though warn by the gradual u80 of military force
between 1996 and 1974 to occupy the Hoang Sa archipelago, And
what rhe has bran doing since Januar 1989 ir to begin occupy-
ing a number of rock8 and reef8 in V etnam’r Truong Sa again1
by use of military force.

Thur, China iar tranrlating into action the July 30, 197’1
Declaration made by former Chinese Foreign Minirter hang Hua
PThe Chinerr territory spread, down to the Jamerr Shorlm near
Sarawak (Malayria) . . . You can carry out ex lorationr a8 you
wirh. When the time comer, howaver, we wil P retrieve those
irlandr. There will be no need then to negotiate r;t all, these
islands having eince long ago belonged to China ..A

/, 0.
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PART THREE

PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS t THE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY
OF SETTLING DISPUTES OVER THE TWO ARCHIPELAGOES

After World War II, the right to use war am provided
for by traditional international law was repudiated by modern
intarnational  law, the United Nation8 C h a r t e r  prohibits the
threat to use farce or the use of f o r c e  i n  relation8 between
atatom (Article 2., paragraph 4):. I t  i8 al80 rtipulated i n
the United Nation8 Charter that the mrmber atates rhall mettle
dirputer in their mutual relation8 by peaceful meanr \Article
2 ;. paragkaph 34 , . the Charter devote8 a whole Chaptcrr  to the
peaceful rettlement  of  di8pUfe8 (Article 33 to 38).

Am regard8 the Vietnamerr archip@lagoe$  of Hoang Sa and
Truong Sa, during the lart thirty-two yearr, China ha8 on
three occaaionr re8orted to the use o f  force in order to Fn-
vade them I in 1956 the Eaatern rector of Hoang Sa; in 1974
the Wertorn  rector of that archipelago, and in 1988 a number
of rock8 and reef8 in the Truong Sa archipelago. It even went
am far am impudently demanding that Vi&nsm withdraw from the
ialandr of Vietnam’8 Truong Sa archipelago. Chin&o gunboat
policy violate8 international law and goer counter to the trend
toward8 the peaceful rattlrmant of all disputes in acate-to-
atate relation9 ndw prevailing in the world and in the region.

In the face of China’s policy of reliance on the WC of
force, the Socialirt Republic of Vietnam ir determined to

.defend ita sovereignty and territorial integrity,, and at the
mama time, reapact tha principle of refraining from the threat
to use force or the u8e of force to settle disputes, conrir-
trntly advocating the rottlement of all disputer between the
two countries, including the one concerning the two archipala-
gota, through peaceful nrgotiationr. In line with this prin-
cipled porition, back in 1978 the Soci.alist Ragublfc of Vietnam
reached agreement8 with ASEAN countriim
and the Philippine8,

namely with Malaysia

ritorial queationa,
to mettle all diffrrencea,  fncluding ter-

through negotiation8 in a spirit o f  conci-
liation and friendship,

poeala
With China, from the outlet, Vietnam ha8 put forth pro-

for the 8etthnenf of dirputar through negotiationa in
a rpfrit of equality, mutual reapect, friendrhig and good-
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naighbourlinear  (Point 3, three-point porition of January 26,
1974, reaffirmed in 1979 and 1976 and at Vietnam - China
trlkr at Vic@-Foraign Mfnirterial level during 1977 and 19J8)e
Regrettably, the Chineme 8ide neither rerpondrd  to there pro-
pO8al8 nor put into effect the statement  by Chinore leader
Dong Haiao-Ping (then Deputy Prime Minirter) t

“8etWeen  the two countriar there exirta a dimput@ Over
the iw0 archipelagoem which can be an object of di8CU88fOn
brtwoen the two aidea~~ (talk8 between the late General Secure-
tary of the Comnuniat Party of Vietnam Le Duan and Deputy
Premier Deng Ibiao-Ping, September 24, 1979).

In the face of the extremely aerioua situation in the
Truong Sa archipelago area, mince March, 1988, Vietnam ham
three timer, prOpO$ed to the ChFne8e ride to open talk8 for
the rottlemant of difference8 concerning the Truong Sa archi-
pelago,. and Othe~,di$pUtO$ over the common border and the
Ho’ang Sa archi’pe2ago  (note6 rerpectively  dated March 17 and
March 23, 19881, at the rame time it propored that pending the
8Ottlement of dirputer by mean8 of negotiationa, “the two ride8
rhould  refrain from the use of force to mettle dirputer and
avoid any clarhe8 that may aggravate the 8ituatiorP (note dated
Mi’roh 2s, 1988).

The above-mentioned proporala  aucce88Fvely  put forth by
Vietnam reflect the Vietnamere people’8  and governmerW8
rpirit of melt-rertraint, conrtructive porition and attitude
of good-willefor  the sake of peace. The Chinere  authorFtie8
rlanderoualy label the Virtnamere  proporalr f’hypocritical”  in
order to reject negotiation8 with Vietnam and have not reapon-
dad to Vietnam’8 proporal that the two ridoo undertake not to
use f o r c e  t o  mettle dirputes. All this show8 that C’rina cc ,I-
tinuea implementing a policy of hostility againrt Vietnam, and
continue4  it8 l Ct8 of usurpation  in tha Truong Sa archipelago,
In the meantime, China,  ha8 declared that ahe is prepared to
rattle early border queationr with other countries. Thir per-
tain@ to China’8 traditional “divide-and-rule” policy.

The develapimentr of the rituation since the March 14,
1988 incident up to the prerent  day point to all the dangerr
inherent in China’8 policy of reliance on the use f force.

.A peaceful rettlement of the dirpute over the archipela-
goer of Truong Sa and HOang Sa would rerpond to the drrire for
pmce of the people8 of Vietnam and China, in conformity with
the principle8 of international law and the United Nation8
Charter, with the interest of paace, stability and co-operation
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in Southeast Asia, the Asian-Pacific ragion and the wholo
world. This is the most cowact way. Public opinion in
Southeast Asia and in the whole worldAs looking forward to
China’ta  poritive reaponm. Eaing one of the five Permanent
Member8  of the United Nations Security Council, China has a
major obligation to abide by the United Nation8 Charter./.
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SOME GEOGRAPFXCAL  FEATURES
OF 'ME HOANG SA AND ‘MJONG SA ARCHIPELAGOES

For a long time Viqtnamere and Weaternorr have thought
that in the Bien Donq Seatalso called South Chinr SOA Of
China Sea) there is a long archipelago that the Viotnrmor@
then crlled Bai Cat Vang, Con VAng,  Hoang SA, Truong 8At
Dli Truong Sa, Van ty Truong Sa while Western  nagivrtorr
And cartographers named them Paracel, Parcel or Praool.

Only in 1787 - 1788 two hundred year8 A o, could the
Kerqariou  Locmaria reararch expedition CleArfy And exactly
determine the position of the Hoang $a (Paracel) archigelrgor
which thur was hence differentiated from thr Truonq 3~ rrchi-
pelago f urthsr South.

Theme two archipelagoer lie 500 kilometror from l Ach
other. Thev consist of a larqe number of F8landr And coral
reefs and shoals. ThA amrgfng area of each ArChipOlAgO  ir
about 10 square kilometrea.

The value of both archipelagorr  liar in their rtrrtogic
positions in the Bien Donq Sea and their great potrntiah
in oil and natural gas.

?he Hoang Sa archipelago :
(known aa Paracel by Westerners and Xirha by China).
Xn this archipelago, there is an island called Hoang SA
(Pattle island),

The Hoang SA archipelago consiatr of &out 30 ialrpdr,
reefs and shoals, all of which are SCAttered over an l rer Of
about 15,000 square kilometres and are divided into two
clustws I the Eastern cluster of An Vinh (AnphitrFte  clubtar).

The nearest point of this archipelago ir about 170 nau-
t&Al miles (one nautical mile - 1 .“;53 km) off DAnrng (of
V<etnam)  and about 156 nautical milw from Hainan i8hnd (of,
China 1. The distance from East to Wart and from North to
South of the archi@ago  is about 95 and 90 nautical rnil.8
rerpsctively.

The Truong Sa archipelago I
(known as Spratly by WesternerS and Nanrha by China), In thir
archipelago, there is one island called Truong SA (Spratly
istand).
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The Truonq Sa ArChip@lAgO  conlrirtrr  of about 100 i8tAnd8,
reef8 And 8hopl8 lying over in area Of AbOUt  160,000 - 160,000
rquara kilOtietre8.

Tha Truong SA archipelago i8 rituated 8Outhaa8t Of the
HOAnq  8A arahipOlagOw The nearert point of tha Truong Sa ar-
Chip@lAgo ir about 250 nautical mile8 from Yulin (Hainm
irland, China). The di8tAnCe from EA8t t0 Welt And from North
to South i# about 325 And 234 nAUtiCA1  mile8 rerpectively.

IIANNEX

In the rrport of the Minirtry of Public Workr rubmitterd
to Dmgaror  Thieu Tri in 1847, it wa8 8Aid P Horng  SA
bdOnq8 to our country'8 territorial watrrr. According to
cudtoml, gunboata  are rent there every year to better
A8certAin navigation route8 to there irlandr. As there are
too mrny engaqementr  thir yeart we clubmft  that the voyage
be porrtponed till next year.

Emperor Thieu Tri annotated t “Postpone”.



ANNEX III

In thr y@rr of Dinh Mao, 20th year of TU DUC’I reign
(16671, rritotr fallm in Truong Sa wara conferred the
titla 'tHeroM  by the bmparor  I Truong Sa Heroor On Sea
Patrol'@, Vruong Sa Heroer Fishinq”,  Vruonq Sr Hera08
Holding Firhing Neta” # “Truong,,Sa  Guarding Storaatt . HTruong
;i,y;roea  Ouardinq Enermpment8 I “Truong Sa Heroor Proparing

'8
* . *

I VANNEX

1. Deere No 4762/CP of Dacrmber 21, 1933 isaurd by the,
Governor of Cochinchinr on tha incorporation of the
Truong Sir rrchipelago into the province of Ba Ria,

2, Ordinance No 10 of the 29th day of the recond  Lunar
month, 13th yaar of Baa Dai’r reign, (March 30, 1938)
on the incorporation of tan tioang Sa archipelago into
the province of Thua Thien (publirhed  in “The Official
Quoc N~u Journal of the Vietnrmele Court) 8th iraue of
1938, page 2.33).

3, D e c r e e  N o  3282 o f  M a y  5 , 1939 iaoued by the Governor
General of Indochina, J. Brevie on Amending Decree
156/K of June 1% 1938 (misprinted ar 1932) and rrtr-
blishing  in the Hoang Sa archipelago two Administrative
Agencies denominated “Crescent and Dependencies’*  and
flAmphitritr  and Depondencier”  (Bulletin adminirtratif
de PAnnem, 9th issue of 1939).
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ANNEX V

1, Decree No 174/NV of July 13, 1961, issued by President
Nqo Dinh Diem of the Republic of Vietnam on the allo-
cation of the Hoang Sa archipelago to the province of
Quang Nam and the ortablirhment  in this archipelago of
a commune named Dinh Hai ar part of Hoa Vang district.

2, Decirion No 420+NV/HCDP/26 of September 6, 1973, by
the Minirtry of the Interior of the Republic of Vietnam
on the incorporation of the Truong Sa archipelago into
the communa of Phuoc Hai, Dat Do district, Phuoc Tuy
province.

A N N E X  VI

1. Decision No 193/HDBT of December 9, 1962, by the
Council of Ministers of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam on the setting up of the Truong Sa district as
part of DOng Nai province,

2. Decirion No 19EI/HDBT  of December 9, 1982, by the Council
of Mini8ter8 of the SocFalist Republic of Vietnam on
the establishment of the Hoang Sa district as part of
Qurng Nam - Da Nang province.

3. Resolution rdogtad by the National Assembly (7th Legis-
lature of the Socialfst Republic of Vietnam on December
28, 1982, at its 4th Seasion on detaching the district
of Truonq Sa from Dong Nai provincea and incorporating it
into Phu Khanh province.


