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PART ONE

VI ETNAM S CASE VERSUS CHINA'S CASE
REGARDI NG THE HOANG SA (PARACEL) AND
THE TRUONGSA(SPRATLY )ARCHIPELAGOES

. Inthe course of the settlenent ofdisputesbetween
various countries in the world on the sovereignty over owner-
less territories (res nullius) , a principle of international
| aw on the assertion of tarritorial sovereignty has been
formul ated : the principle of effectivity. This principle
lies at present at the core of customary international law.

In Asia, AfZrica, Europa, America and the Pacific region, nume-
rous disputes over territorial sovereienty have been” settled
on the basis ofthe principle ofeffectivity. Themost famous
case among t hese settlement8 war one involving t he United
states and t ho Net herl andr on the status of Palmas irland
under t he arbitration of Max Huber 60 years ago. The conclu-
sion Of this settlement and others including the Minquiers
and Ecrehor case between Britain and France, t he Clipperton
iIrland case bet ween Mexico and France, t he East G eenl and case
bet ween Norway and Denmark, etc . . . havebecome criteria to
asgert soverel gnty over ownerless(res nullius)’ and abandoned
(res derelicta) territories. Effective occupation and effec-
tive, continuous andpeaceful exerciseofstate authority en-
title to sovereignty.

_ Meanwhile, out dat ed or inappropriate views have been
dincarded, for exanmple :

- The right of dscovery and the ri ght of £irst occupancy,
the principle of fictive occupation. (Adiscoveryw || result
only 4n an inperfect title, i.e. an “enbryonic” title, To be
effective, such atitl|le neads to be perfected over a reason=-
able period of time through effective occupati on and effective
admni stration of the discovered teritory).

- Cccupation by private individual wll not entitle their
country to tarritorial sovereignty, Only the state can be the
title-holder of tho occupation.

_ = An occupation_through conquuot (de bellatic) Wi ll not
entitteto territorial sovereignty over t he conquered territory,
To reach objective and i nparti al concluriono on. the sovereignty
over t he Hoang Sa and Truong Sa archipelagoes, it isnecessary
to set the Vi et nanese andChinese respactive Cases against the
nor nB of the principle of effectivity ieffectveOCcupati on,
effective, continuous and peaceful exercCise of staca authority,
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1. Viethanml S case

viatnam's case is that it .has mai nt ai ned effective
occupation of the two archipelagoes at least sincet he 17th
century whenthey ware not under the sovereignty of any
country and the vietnamese state ha8 exercised effectively,
continuously and peacefully it8 soverelgnty over the two

archipelagoesuntiit he ti ne when they werei nvaded by the
Chinese armed forcer.

It was recorded in TOAN " TAP THI EN NAM TU ¢Hr LO DO THU

éRoute map8 fromthe capital to the fourdirections) by DO BA
ONG ba0 in the 17th century that at leant by t hat cenfury

the map of Vi et nam had designated the twO archipelagoes Dy a
single name BAlI CAT VANG and placedthem within the adminis-
trative confine8 of Binh Son district, Quang Nghia prefecture.
BAX CAT VANG war then .otherwise known asHOANG SA, CON VANG,
TRUONG SA, par HOANG sA DAT TRUONG sa VAN LY TRUONG sA etc.
and now 88 HANG SA and TRUONG sa. -

_ Vi et nam had consolidatedi t S occupati on and established
| t 8 sovereignty by organizing Hoang Sa brigade8 for t he pur-
pores of explel tation i N a state capacity. Each brigade come
rised 70 members Whore annual task it was o col | ect " in Horn9
a over a period f6 months such seaproduct8 as hol ot huri ans,
turtles, precious conches and retrieve from wr ecked shi ps in
t he vicinity of there archi pel agoes such commodities-as gold
and silver, coins, quno and ammunitions, tin, porcel ain and
glass wares ... DO BA CONG DAO's book and dozens of othems like
PHU Bl EN TAP wuC (1776) (Miscellanaeocus rcorisON t he Pacifi -
cation of t he frontiers), DAI NAM THUC LUC TIEN Bl EN VA CHINH
Bl EN (1844-1848) [ Trut hful accouants about Dai Nam forner and
present dynasties], DAI NAM NHAT THONG cHr (1882) [ Geography
of unified Dai. Na and official annals of the National Insti-
tut e of History under the Imperial Court Of Hue, LICH TRIEU
HIEN CHUONG LOAI CHI [Collection of regul ati on8 under succas-
ri ve dynasties], HOANG VI ET DIA DU cHI (1883) [ Geogr aphi cal
treaties ofl nperial viet Nanl , all had witten about Hoang Sa
and ies exploitation by Hoang Sa brigades. Regulations on
recruitment, tri bute, “reward and renuneration of Hoang Sa bri-
gadeshad all been clearly dafined by the state,

The Hoang Sa brigade8 were | ater reinforced by the Bae
Ha‘brigadesandt he?/ operated continuously during the reign8
of t he Nguyanlords (15%8-1786) rndunti|l the Tay Son(1786«
1802) and Nguyen (1802-194%) dynasties. EmperorGialong,the
founder of t he uyen dynasty, and hi 8 successors|i ke Minh
M ng, Thieu Teiand Tu Due took particular careto consolidata
national sovereignty over t he two archipelagoer.

/.ll
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Hereunder are some relevant events 1

- In 1919, emperor Gia Long appoi nt ed Pham Quang Anh to
lead a Hoanq Sa brigade t0 explore the archipelago and survey
sea routes. The survey war continued in the following year.

- Upon conpletion in 1833 of praga:atory JObS on hi8 per-
sonal order, including the provision of DoatS and materials,

in 1834 and al so in the years of 1835 and 1836, emperor Minh
Mang successively gppointed Generals Truong Phuc Si, Pham van
Nguyen and Phrm Huu Nhrt to carry out a cartographical surve

of each of the islands and an_ overall survey of the sea in the
vicinity, to draw maps, _to build temples and place soverelgnty
markers in Hoang Sa. Emperor Thieu Tri personally examine

and approved annual | ans of operation ¢f Hoang Sa brigades
presanted to him by the Ministry of Publ i ¢ Wor ks (See_Annex 1II).
Emperor TU Duc conferredupon martyrs Of the HoangSa brigade8
the title“Truong Sa Hero" (See Annex IlI) .

Atert he establ i shment of her protectorate over Vistnam
by virtue ofthe June 6,1884 treaty, France adm nistered the

two @ rchipelagooa of Hoang Sa and Truong Sain the name of Viet
nam.

At the beginni n? t he French authorities had a project
for a |ighthouse on the Hoangsa archipelago, carried out naval
patrols Tn the water8 of the two archi pelagoes teoansuresecu-
rity and committed customs ships to conbatting smugs?al_inq. They
dlowed t he Japanese to col |l ect guanoonthe Heanc Sai sl ands.
Bet ween 1925 and 1927 t he Qceanogr aphi cal Institute at Nha
Trang conm ssioned S/'S De Laneaoan to arryOut oceanogr aphi cal ,

geological and biological. studies inthe two archi pel agoes
successivaly.

Bet ween 1930 and 1932t he Inconstant, Alerte and La Mali-

cieuse warshipsand al so S/'S De ranessan made several voyage8
t o Hoangsa.

From 1930 to 1933, French navd unit8 were sStationed on
the main _island of the Truong sa archipelago: Truong sa, An,
Bang, Ba Binh (1tu Aba),the Song Tu cluster, Loai Ta and Thi
T4, This activity waspublished inthe official y=urnal of t he
French Republic onJuly 26,1933. Also i n 1933, the Truonq Sa
ar chi pel ago was placed under the adm ni stration ofBaRiapro-

vinceby a decreeof the then Cochi nchina coermorJ., Krau=
theimer (See Annex |V)

I n the wake of the Japanese occupati on ofManchuria
(1931)andt he Lu Qiu bridge incident (1937), inicial moves
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in the war of ag?rouion agaiast China, the danger ﬁ]f J?_Pa-
nese expansionism [oomed large i n Sout heast Asia. e French
authorities, therefore, enbar ked uponapl an fort he defence
of I'ndochina including the safeguarding of the two archipe-
lagoes of Hoang Sa and Truong Sa. As a result, the Hoang Sa
archipelago,  then belonging to Wam Nghi a province, was nade a
separate administrative unit in Thua Thien province (|l ater on
the archipelago was split into two administrative units), In
1937, thelLanpfte piquet c:uiﬁ]o: commanded b)all\ﬁ ce- Adm ral
Esteva cal |l ed at Hoangsa. e Inaochinese authorities sta-
ti oned anamyunit on the Hoang 8a archipelago, where t hey
set upa neteorological station, a wWreless stati cw,] and ins-
talled more sover ei gntg markers and | i ght houses. Vhen In a
st at ement inearly 1939, Japan placed anumber of i slands in
t he Truong Sa_ar chi pel ago under itsj urisdiction, France -
lodged an official protest. Nevertheless, from1939 till the

end ofthe Second World War, the Japanesearmy occupied both
archipelagoes.

On hrr return to Indochina after the Second World Wr,
France _demanded in early 1947 that the armed forces of t he
Republ i ¢ of China be “withdrawn from the ar chipelagoes of Hoang
S and Truong Sa which they had illegally occupi ed inl ate
1946, and brought in Frénch forcerto. replace t he Chi nese
troops. France "also had the neteorol ogical station and the
w reless station rebuilt.

At the 1951 San Francirco Conference’- att ended by 51
countries = on the Peace Treaty with Japan, the Head ofthe
del egation ofthe state of Vi et'ham underthe protectorate of
FranCe in astatement reaffirmed Vi et namese sovereignty over
the two archipelagoes. Nobjections were raised norany
reservations nade againsthi's statenment at the confer:r_.a.

_ The19%4 Gepeva Agreenents on | ndochi na recognized t he

| ndependence, unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Vietnam  However,” Vietnam was tenporarily partitioned in"two :
the southern territory lying beow the 17th parallel (inclu-

di ng the Hoang Sa and ruon%,sm archlpelagoest),waspaced under
the admnistration of the South Vietnam authorities.  Upon
their withdrawal fromIndochinain 1956, tke French authorities
transfered the territory of 3outh Viethnamto the Saigon adm -
nistration which subsequent|ly oent troops to take over the
Hoang Sa. and Truong Sa archipel agoes  and reorgani zed them adm -
nistratively, setting up a Vvillage in eachof them andannexing
it to a disfrict on the mainland (See Annex v), they installed
sovereignty narkers on the mgjor islands, naintained the mete-
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or ol ogi cal stations (|1 st ed in the network of the World
Meteorological Organisation (wMo0), allowed businessmen tO
exploit guano in Hoan? Sa and sent seientific survey teams
tot hese two archipelagoes.

_ Taking advantage of the French wi thdrawal from Indo-
china, in 19%6 the Beijing authorities occupied the eastern
cluster of islands of the Hoang Sa archipelago. Their occu-
pation net wi th a strong protest from the Saigon 3dministra-
Wn. In 1989, a landing attempt on the western part of the

racgiﬁrlago made bga_c inese soldiers disguised as fishermen
was smashed by the Saigon forces, Eighty-two Chinese "fisher-

men" ware captured.

In 1974, taking advantageoft he situation atthe tine,
when the army of the Saigon administration was busy COpi ng.
w t h the aftacks launched by the armed forces of the Provi-
sional Revolutionary Geovernment of the Republic of South
Vietnam (PRGRSW),China usad IS air force and navy tO eoccupy
t he remai ni ng western part of t he Hoang Sa _arch|pel§p. The
Saigon Adm ni Stration strongly pronounced itself and informed
other countries and the .N. Sccurit]\:_a Council of this incident.
Concerning this same incident the PRGRSVN made public a threa=
paint position including a proposal to hold talks between the
partiesconcerned tosettl e (he dispute. At aconferenceof
the World Meteorological Organi sati on (wMe) held in 1975, in
Colombo, the prG resolutely derended Vi et nanese sover ei gtnt_y
over t he Hoang Sa archipelago and was determined t 0 nmai nt ai'n
a national “meteorological station there. All other cases of
violation of Vietnam’'s soverei gnty overthe two_ archi Pel agoes
met with simlar strong protests from t he various South Wi et nam
Administrationa,

Following the reunification ofVietnam the Socialist
Republic of viztnam time and againreaffirmed its soverei gntx
overthese two archipelagoesin conducting its relations Wt
China and ot her countries concerned in international orcﬁni-
zations and at i nternational conferences aswell asat the
talksbet ween t he Deputy Ministers for Forei gn Affairs oft he
two countries started in Beijing in October 1977, and on ot her
occasions. In 1982, the Soci'ali St Republic ofVietnam esta-
blished t he Hoang Sa and Truong Sa districts attachedt o t he
guangvll\l)am-Da Nang and Phu Khanh provinces respectively (See

nnex .

On the strength ofthe above facts it can be definitely
asserted that the stateof Vi etnam has effectively occupied
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the Roang Sa and Truong Sa archipelagoes and has exercised
® ffectively,continunously and peacefully its state functions
there for some 300 years since the 17th century till Beijing
invaded the two archipelagoes.

2. China's case :

so far China has mainly based herself on historical
occurrences to present her case : the Chinese ware t(he first
to discover, exploit and govern Juuru Luozhou, Shitang,
Thianli Shitang, Wanli shitang,wanii Chang Sha ... which puz-
portedly corr éspond toxisha and I_\Ianshatod%?/, and for thousands
of years successive Chinese dynasties and administrations have

been continuously exercising their rule over these two archi-
pelagoes.

First a question which needs to be considered is whether
the above-mentioned really are names of the islands bel ongi ng
to the Hoang Sa and Tr uong Sa archipelagoes. This is one of
the first questions that Max Huber had to deal with in the
Palmas island dispute. One can see that the above-mentioned
evidence_produced by Chinais fuzzy to say the least. Not
until 17874788 when a survey was undertaken by the Kergariou
Locmaria expedition did the western navigators realize that
there existed two separate archipelagoes later called Hoang. Sa
(Paracel) and Truong Sa (spratly). Even if the identification
were in China’'s favour that would rot be the fundamental issue.
The'fundamental issue is to examine itS argumentation undez
the light of the principle of effectivity.

- The discovary and exploitation by the Chinese people :

In former times, it was not only the Chinese but also
the Viethamese, the Malays, the persians, the Arabs . . . who
made voyager _to and from the waters of the Hoang Sa and
Truong archipelagoes. There is no proof that no other
;(::oﬁplo h%ddd|scovered these two archipelagoes before the

inese did.

Discovery and exploitation by the people will not under
international law result in the assertion of national sove-
reignty. Even the discovery by states confers but an embry-
onic, imperfect title which becomes complete only if subse-
q#e_nt activities are undertaken by these states to manifest
their wilt to exercise their jurisdiction.

- On the jurisdiction exercised for thousands of years
by Chinese feudal dynasties.
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Up to now Beiiing har cited a number of occcurrences
to prove thatthevarious Chinesedynasties 95 @ xorcirrd

their jurisdiction over these two archipelagoes :

Beijing has cited the following excezpt from thr
preface to Wujing Zongyao ( Gener al prog zamme of military
affairs) written by emperor Renzong (1023-1063) of the
northern Song . ¢

The court of the northern Son? "orders that imperial
troop8 be dirpatchrd to bui | d and drfand t he bases of naval
patrol in Guangnan i.e. present day Guangtung", "if from
Tunmenshan OnNE aval8 oneself of the East wind and takes
the Southwest. route one will reach Jiuruluozhou"viewed by
Beijing as"today Xisha archipelago in seven days. This. sup-
posed to prove that the Xisha archipelago had come under the
administration of the court of the Northern Song".

In fact there are in the following paragraph of the
preface three separate ideas(hereunder underlined Dy the
author)which have been rearrangrd into one sentence | "Orders
that |m|3er|al troops be dirpatchrd to build and defend bases
of naval patrol in the eastern and western sea harbour8 which
are 280 truongs (an ancient unit of measure equal to 3. 51
metres wide) and ahout 200 '1i from Tunmenshan and thal war-
ships be built. | from Tunmenshan one avail8 oneself of the
East wind and takest he Southwest route onew || reach
Jiuruluoznou in seven days, proceeding further, one will reach
Bulaoshan in the Kingdom of Huanzhou,, wWwithin three days, and
about 300 14 further southwards ffomthac pol Nt is Lingshen-
dong. To the, southwest of Lingshandong are the Kingdoms of
Dashifu, sixi and Tianzhu where no one had any idea of how
long a voyage to these Kingdom8 would take" I’ firarly, the
above escorts, ontheone hand, mentioned t“ court's order
on the establishment of bases for naval patrel, and ont he.
other hand, described t he sea-routest O various countries in
South~East Asia and t he | ndi an Ocean, but not a single line

suggested Chinese naval patrol8 to Jiuruluozhou considered to
bethe "Xisha" archipelago.

China's misquotation of the preface tothe Wujing Zongﬁao
and its del i berate distortion of history are indicative of the
value of this first evidence.

(1)8ulaoshan : Cu Lao Cham
Huanzhou | Champa _

(2] pashifu (mentioned in many Chine88 ancient bookr ag paski) s
a medieval feudal State in"t he present-day Persian Gulf

§izi 1 Sri Lanka, Tianzhu : India (ccord ngl t0 the Chinese
book8 Tangshu, Songshi and Gujin Tushu Jicheng).
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- Beijing ha8 cited_ the astronomical surveys by the Yuan
c)!g_nasty (XTIIth century) in_Nanhai to conclude that the
isha archipelago lay "within chinese territory under the Yuan.

Neverthelaess, it is written in the official history of
the Yuan dynasty itself that the Chinese domzin under the Yuan
dynasty extended only to Hainan island in the South and not
beyond the Gobi desert in the North, that is to say, it did
not include the islands which China call8 Xisha today. More-
over, the measurements carried out by the Yuan dynasty at 27
points, included territories Of other countries, such a8 Gaolil
(Korea), Tiele (Soviet Siberia), Nanhai, If there were
ragarded a8 a Ie?al basis for China's sovereignty, this could
lead %o Chinese Clam8 on more distant territories including
I N the Democratic People's Republic of Koraa and the USSR.

. = China ha8 cited a patrol crui se by Vice-Admral W Shong
in the years1710-1712 o so during t he ging dynasty aleging
that Vice-Admiral Wu Shong himself set out "from Qiongya, pro-
ceeding to Tonggu, le_houyantg, and Sigengsha, making a three-
thouzand mile Tour of inspection”. On this basis, China
asserts that Qizhouyang is the present-day Xirha archipelago
which was then p..colled b1y nava units Of Guangtung province.
All the names of Qiongya, Tonggu, Sigengsha, are namesof |oca-
lities on the coast of Hainan island, while Qizhouyanﬂajs a
maritime zone kg between the northeastern coast o | nan
island and the groupseven iSslets situated to the northeast
of Hanan (Seethe I/500,000 scale sea Map published in 1965
by . China in chinese and Vietnamese languages, the map of Lsithou
péninsula and Hainan idand and t he _topographical map of Nanha

printed by the Chinere Cartol ogi cal Publishing House in May 1974)
(See Annex VII).

S0, that was, just an inspect&on tour ar ound Hainan i sl and.
Beijing's concluson8 are obviously contrary to historical and
geographicalf acts.

- About the"teur ofi NSpection” aroundthe Xi sha azchipe-

lage by Admird i Lhun in1909 referred to by Beijing : the
bl1tZ landing and pulling out of Chi nese tro0Op8 onsome islands
of the Hoang Sa archi pel ago ordered by Admral ti Zhun wasa

viol ation of Vietnanmese sovereignty and absol utely cannot be
regarded as an exercise of Chinere "sovereignt?".‘rhat “tour o
inspection” andallt he subsequent activitiaes Of t he government
ofthe Republic oChina or the governnent of the People's
Republic of China, supposedly amedaasserting Chinese “rule”
over t he Hoang Saor Truong Sa ‘archipelagees, t 00k placeat a
time when these two archipelagoeshad al ready bel onged to
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Viecnam . Al | the three above-mentioned occurrences as

cited by China were, onthe one hand, distortions of histo-
riecal rnd geographi cal facts and,’ on the ot her, had no
connectiond with the Hoang sa and Truong 8a archipelagoes Of
Viethnam. If maritime patrol and inspection tours arc pre-
rented e eanargument proving Chinese sovereigntyoert he two
archipelagoes, one mywonder whether China is going to claim
sovereignty over such territoriesinrel ati on to whichzheng
He under the Ming dynasty seven times (between 1409 and 1430)
disgatchcd a |arge naval fleet with morathan 60 gunrhipsand
28,000 men to impose Chinese hegemony on territories within
the I ndi an Ocean zone and undertake territorial expl oration

i n the Red Sea zone and al ong thr coast of Eastern Africa?

Moreover, for an extended period of 700 years, from t he
Renzong reign oft he Northern Song (1023=-1063) to theKangxi
reign of theQingdynasty (1654-1722) Chinawasableto cite
only three scattered unconvinci ng occurrences. It is there~
fore impossiblefor Chf na to nake "any cl ai m about an “effective
and conti NUOUS eercse of sovereignty" .Comparing t he respec-
tive cases Of Vietham and China, one can see that | China has
never administered t he Hoang Sa and Truong Sa archipelagoes,
and itisdl the nore impossible t o0 raythat Chi na has exer-
cised effectively, continuously and peacefully her "sovereign-
ty" over these islands. The caim of Chinese sovereignty is
onet hat Chinahasnot up to now been able to prove.

~ The state ofVietnam has_effectively oecupiedthe two
archi pel agoes of Hoan? Sa and Truong Sa since at |east the
17t h centlury and has effectivel y, continuously andpeaceful |y
exercised I'tS sovereignty ever rime.

Fromthe 17th to the 192h century, Chinese dynastias had
never prot ested but implicitiy recognized Vi et nanese jurisdic-
tion over t he archi pel agoes. . There was even a case when
members Of the Hoang bri gade were helped by t he Chinese to
get back to Thuan Hoa fromQinglan port (Hainanisland)into
whichtheizboat had been swept by a typhoon (3], Wth the
1884 Franco=-Chinese Treaty signed [N Tientsin, China reco?-
nizaed French rule in Vietnam  Duri n% the nearly century-Iong
French rul e over Vietnam onlyon a few occasionsdi d Chi na
make a claim of "sovereignty" over t he Hoang8a ar chi pel ago,

(311 n pages82s=-83A of PHUBIEN 14 LUC, Leyuy Don wrote:"In t he
rrventh nonth of the 18th Kianl ong ){u_r,fromAn Vinh vi | | age,
Cat Liem brigade, Chuong Nghia sub-dirtrict, Quang Ngaidistrice
of Vietnam there were "10 servicemen Who went to ANl i changr ha
to coll ect things while the rest remai ned onboardto | ook
after the boar, “ Astheir boat rope wascutoff by winds,they

(to be continued page 10 )
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but whrn Prance twice (in 1937 and 1947) propesed a Irgal
solution, the Republic of china turned down the French ?:o-
posals. I nNn all chinese maps Hainan irland is drawn as the
southermmost podint of China. A Chinese geographical book. '
publirhed in 1906 even put the ® outhernmoat peint of China at
18.13.00degrees North latitude (4]. In connection with the
sinking of $/8 Bellona and Imeji Maru in the waters of the
Horng 8a archipelago (in 189%-1896), the Chinese authorities
i n iL gqnGuang province in an answer tO fhe British Consul
even sald that Xisha did not belong to China,

(Continued p.9)

were driven off to Qinglan port where after verification the
official8 thare sent them back home. Nguyen Phuc Chu then,
ordered Thuc Luong Hau who was governor of Thuan Hoa province
to write them a lelter of acknowledgement.

Ih Hoang Chao Yitong . Yudi Zongtu general map of the Unified
Empire publ i rhed ~in the 20th, Guangxu year 1894, Chinese terri-
tory extended ong a8 far as Hainan island. |ts annotation
clearly wrote thal the southernmest point of the Qing country
is "Zhouya, Giongshou Fu, Guang Tung 18.13 degrees North. | n
Zhongguo Dilixue Jiae Keshu written by TuKeinthe 31s¢ Gurngxu
ear 1908, and publirhed in 1906.tt was clearly written in
o0k 1 that "the southernmest point is the Yaahou coast of
Qiiongzhou island 18.13 degrees North | ati t ude (page 241),

/Ol.
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PART TWO

STANDS TAKEN BY OTHER COUNTRIES
ON "CxINA'S SOVEREIGNTY' OVER THE Two ARCHIPELAGOES

Beijing ha8 insisted that many countries and world
Yubuc opinion have recognized the Xisha and Nansha archipe-
agoes as China’8 territories.

The evidence8 as presented Dby Beijing can be classified
into the following thzee categories

= Recognition by goverrments

- Recognition by international or regional organisations,
- Recognition derived from some ® ncyclopodia@ and maps,

1. Recognigion by governments

The primary ® videnco produced by Beijing is the July 4
1938 rtatement of the spokesman of tho Ministry of Foreign
Affair8 of Japan which said the Xisha archipelago was China’s
territory. At that time tahe Japanese nmilitary forces were
expanding their war of ® qgresrion aganst china, in the proxi
mity of Hainan island , Japanese warships and arcraft had just
strafed Heikeou City Oon Hainan island (January 1938) and Japa-
nese warships had entared Yulin port on the iSland’s southern
coast in an attempt to intimidate China (January 1938). The
above-mentioned Jayanese rtatement should be rerlaced in the
context of Japan's dtrategy of aggrersfon against China and of
the Japanese design tO use China's territory to seize the ter-
ritories under French, British, American and Dutch occupation
in Southeast Asia and it cannot be conetrued as a recognitien of
the sovereignty of China over the Xisha archipelagom. Indeed
soon afterwards the Japanese military forcer seized both Hainan

island and the vietnamese archipelago of Hoang Sa which was
then under French occupation.

Beijing -has invoked the provisien of the September 1981
San Franeisco Peace Treaty with Japan under which, in Chinas
view, Japan renounced its title to the "Xisha" and "Nansha"
® rchipdagoos, and the Soviet Union’8 rupport of the Chinese
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claim But China has deliberately ignored the November 26,
194% Cairo Decl ar ati on, the July 26, 1945 postdam Declaration
and the decision adopted by the San Francisco Conference con=
cerning thr Peace Treaty with Japan despite thr fact that

t hey are highly i nportant international documents relating to
the questionofJapanare- occupi ed territories.

The fact was that in November 1943, American President
Franklin p. Roosrvrlt, British prime Minister Winston Churchil
and thr President of the Republic of China, Chiang Kaishek,
held a secret moating i n Cairo t 0 discuss thr conelusien of
the waz with Japan and the settlement of post-war issues, in-
cluding those connected with other countries' territories occu-
pied by Japan, Neither France nor Vi et nam was present at the

moetinz After four days oOf discussion, the leaders of three
countri es agreed:

. "It is their purpose that Japan snal be stzipped of all
the islands in the Pacific which she has seized or occupijed
since the beginning of t he First World War in 1914, and t hat
all the terzitories Japan has stol en fromthe Chi nese, such
as Manchuri a, Formosa, and the Pescadoraes Shall be restored
to the Republic of China" (Cairo Declaration).

This agreement made no Menti on of the Hoang Sa and
Truong Sa archipelagoes thouv%h bot h France and  Vietnam were
not present at the neeti n?h | | @ China was among the three

parties participating infhe decisionon the issueofterrito-

ries.

Int he Postdam Declaration oJuly 26, 1948, the | eaders
of the United St at es, thr uUnitedKingdom andt he Republie of
China reaffirmed:"The terms oft he caroDecl arati on shall be
implemen-eu". After It declared war with Japan in the rfar
East, the Sovi et Union endersed this proclamation.

- At ehe 1951 San Franci oco Conference, an amendment was
made to the draft Peace Treaty cal |l i ng for the returning t o
China of the xisha and Nanrhaarchipdagoes, Butthe confe-
rencevoted frt he rej ecti on of the amendment W th 46 votes
I n favour, 3 agai nst  and one abst enti on.

The Peace Treaty was S|8gned by all the participants in
the conference on September 8, 1951, according to article 2,
chapter 2 of the treaty_ concerning the settlement Of territo-
ries occupied by Japan t Japan renounce8 al rzight, title and
claim to- Korea (part A), to Formosa and thr Pescedores Of China
(partB) t 0 the Kurile | Sl ands, tO part of Sakhalin and the
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islands adjacent to it of the Soviet Union (patc), to the
Pacific islands formerly under the trusteeship mandate of
Japan (part b) to any part of t he Antarctic area, derived

from any Japanesé activitiesprtB)andt o the Spratly and
Paracel| sl ands (part®).

The Cairo peeclaration did nt say the Paracsl and
Bpratly archipelagoes are under Chinese sovereignty, The
Postdam Declaration confirmed t he Cairo Declaratien. Al so at
the San FranciseoConference, the proposal to return the

pParacel and Bpratly arohiprlagoes to China wao rejected.
These are clear-out and unmistakabla facts.

In addition, at the S Francisco Conf er ence, the Head
of the ‘delaegation of the state of Vi et nam in a statement
asserted she long-standing nat i onal sovereignty of Vi et nam
over the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa archipaelagoes, the statement
aroused no cbjections nor rrssrvations Ffrom any country,

On the strength of the above-nentioned historical facts
and lega grounds, the correct conclusions are ¢

-« China’'s claim of sovereignty oer t he Paracel (Hoang Sa)
and Spratly (Tezuong 8a) has been redected at . international

conferences’in which the question of Chineseterritories has
been raised,

- The Paracrl and Spratly archipel agoes renaining under
French adm ni stration, Francereturned these islands to Vjet-
nam upon its withdrawal from t he country under the provisions
oft he 1954 GenevaAgreements on \i et nam

organizations :

Beijing hasal so citdafew dacisions of the Far Eastern
Mateorologizal Organi zation and the Internpational G yil Avia-
tion Organization, This type of evidence IS not worth consi-
deringforit hasbeen stipulated in the statutes ofal| inter-
national and ret%onal specializ2d agenci es that none of ther

decisons impliestherecognition of a state’'s sovereignty over
any territory.

. On the othar hand, China, under t he pretext of “conducti ng
scientific suzveys" , has used war shi ps tooccupy anumnber of

rocks and submerged reefs in the Spratly archipel ago.

/.l.
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3. _Recogniticn by encyciopediag and maps of some othex

countries

Beijing has quoted a number of encyclopedias and maps
iublilhndb ween 1954 and t he 1970s by sone countries as
ndicating that the xirha and Nansha islands are part of
Chinese territory. Nevertheless, \ietnam has ancient map8
from the 17eh, 16th and 19th centuries whi ch show t hr two
ar chi pelélgoes as _belonging to Vietham. Moreover, there are
boeoks and . maps of other” countries which either determine t hat
these archipelagoes belong to Vietham or just leave their
sovereigney undetermined.” As a matter of faet, this carries
little 1 nportance as according to international customr and
practices. Gaographical maps Can only provide supporting
® vidrncaof m ni mal val ue (8],

All ehis China has brought forward as recounted above
to back up her elaim is not convineing enough to prove that

"China's sovereignty over the Xisha and Nansha islands has
een universally recognized".

Bei ji ng stressed that Vietnam itself has "recongnized"
the Xish:. and Nansha i S|l ands as Chinese territories. It cites
as evidencea view @ XIOOOOM 2 in1956 by Vice=Minister for
Foreign Affairs Of the Democratic Republie of vietnam Ung Van
Khiem, a note in 1938 Of Prime Ministar Pham Van Don?1 approving
the statenent b{ t he pPeople's Republic of Chinaofher12-
nautica-mile w ide territorial ‘waters and the statement in
1965 of the Governnent of the Democratic Republic of Vi et nam
protesting the United States . delimtation of thefughtm%
zone of the” U, S. armed feczces | N Indochina and which raid Thr
zone i mpi ngad on "the Xirha maritime area of China”.

It is true that theabove-mentioned facts have occurrod.
But it is necessary t 0 repl ace them exactly i n theiz histori-
cal. context. These facts happened betweeh 19%6 and 1965 when
Vietham had t 0 fight against U.8. interventien and aggression,

As atatod earlier,hal f of Vietnam South of the 17th parallel
North was placed under provisional control of the South Admi-

(S] In his decision regarding the dispute between the United
scates and t hé Netherlands over Palmas island, arbitrator .
Max Huber commented that "... It isonly W th utmost caution
t hat one can consider reyig ON maps for Settling a matter
of territorial sovereignty..." and that "when <he arbitrator
knowsw t h certainty of the existence of decisive | egal data
that contradict the assertionsof cartographers whore souzces
of i nformati on areunkonwn, he may altogether disregard thr
value Of thasa maps NO matter how numezousand highly value".
(General ioirnalof international public law, 3rd “series,
volume IX, tome XLIL A, 1935, A Pedone Publishing House,
Paris, pp. 179=180), y
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nistration pending natienal reunification in aeccoxdance with
the provisions of the 1954 GenevaAgreements on Indochina,

The Saigon Administration (in the South) took over the Hoang
8a and Truong Sa archi.?nlaqo_u from the French in 1986 upon
their withd awal from Indochina. From then up to early 1978
they made administrative units out of there islands, undéztook
economic survey and exploitation. They put up a raselute

fight against plane agdlﬁctual attempt? "by Beijing or by other
countries to seize the @¢ ® rchipelagoeé, The Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South vietnam

a signatory to'the 1973 Paris Agrremant @  lonpridr with the
United States and othar countzies, also proclaimed Vietnam’s
sovereianty over these two srchipslagoes.

Right aftrr thr siqning of the 1954 Geneva Agreamants on
Indochina, the Vietnamese people had to fight against U.S.
intervention and aggression in South Vietnam, Since 1968 the
%.s. had been waging a loca war in the South and at the same

IME conducting an aerial war of dsrtruction in the North wigh
the whole of “its enormour military power. The Vietnamese
‘people therefore had to do whatever they could to defeat thr
war of aggression and were determined not to forfeit their

country once again, To the entire nation of Vietham, this was
a matter of life and death.

During this period, China conridered U.S. imperialism
her chief enemy, resolutaly backed vietnam in its struggle
against theu.s. and proclaimed herself "the rear of the Viet-
name80 pecple". China war ameng the countrirr which provided
Vietnam with the greatest volume of aid, Vietnam and China

became true allies in thelr common strusgle against the U.S
Their relation8 were"as close a8 lips to teeth.’

In such alife and death struggle against ssm e (Qggrraror
whose mllltarY strength far surpassed its own, the more. Viet-
nam aould re on China's attachment to vietnam's struggle te
pravent the U.S. from using there two archipelagoes as Well a8
the Bien Dong Sea: against it, the better. In that spirit and

against that background rhould vhe above-mentioned statement
be understood.

Vietham trurted China in all sincerity and oelieved

that after the war all territorial »roblems would be suitably

regsolved between those who were "at the same time comradrr
and brothers".

During the war of resistance against the French, in 1949
the vietnamese armed force8 drove the Kuemintang troeps out
of chusan (Chinese territerv), liberated this ragfon rnd
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handed it over to the Chinesea Psople's Liberation Army after-
wards, | N t he same spirit, entitled to take over wnothern

Vi et nam under the 1954 Geneva Agreements OnIndochina,the
Vietnamese Government asked China to administer on Vietham's
behalf Bach Long vi island in t he Baec Bo (Tenkin) Gulf and
then regained its administration over the island in 1957,

Vi et nam put 80 much confidence in China that when the | att er
helped Vi et nam t 0 reconatruct the railway between HaNei and
Dong pang, t he Vi et nam Baiway Board evenaccept ed adocument
saying that t he point of junction of the two countries rall-
ways woul d go "beyond the national border 1line" as far as 316
meters into Vietnamese territory in comparison with the offi-
cial border-line bet ween the two countries as was defined in
the May 26, 19588 Sino-Vietnamese Railway Agreement,

We adopted the same attitude toward our Lao brotherr.
During the initial stage'of its war of resistance against the
U. &VI et nam spared part8 of its territory such as Na Meo
(Thanh Hoa province) and Kong bu (Nghe An province) to Lao
patriotic forcer for use as bases, t he Lao patriotic forcer
simlarl agreed to | et Vietnam build the Ho Chi Minh trail
on part of Lao territory adjacent to Vietnam. After the war
against the u.8. the SocCialist Republic of Vietnam and the Lao
Pecple's Democratic Republice satisfactorily resolved together
® || relatedquestions. Vietnam handed back to Laos al | "terri=-
terries Ft. had borrowed from Lao8 and vice-versa. On July 18
1977, the two countrLe8 signed an Agreement on National Border
Delimitation, on the basis of respect for the border | i ne
® [XIXO@XMYs in 1945 when thetwo countries decl ared independence.

However, the relations betweaen Vi et nam and China, have

not devel oped as well as the_Vietnamare peopl e hoped. T-e
Peonle's Republic of China in 1972 received US President's National
Security Adviser Henrvy Kissinger, and in 1972 sianed the Shanghai Joint
Camunique with President R char d Nixen. Those events resulted in
China turning friend into £oe and vice-versa and in China's
collusion with the U.S. in ies atratrgy againrt t he vietnamese
people aimed at preventing the Vietnamése people from comple-
tely liberating South Vietnam and achi evi ng. national reunifica~
tion. Aleng with the escalation of provocaive acts and land-
%ra__b_bing operations” aongt he | and border, in January 1974, .

eijing used a military force to attack and occupy the remai -
ning Western group of islands oft he Hoang Sa ar chi pel a%o. Wwith
t he war by proxy of t he genocidal Polpet clique inSout hwestern
Vi et nam adt he wari nvol Vi ng 600, 000 chinese troops int he
Northern border regions of Vietnam, Beijing has brought the
Sino-vietnamese relations to their worst. herealities ofthe
last ton years and "Dre have clearly shown that c¢hina hast urned
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the tables, switching friend8 and foes and brazenly carrying
out an anti-Vietham policy.

| N short,Beijing's claims over the Hoang 8a and Truong
Sa archipelagoes are without historical and legal r_iroundr- _
Chinese actions in the Hoang sa archipelago previously and in
t he Truong Sa archipelago at present, in fact are part of

China's expansionist and hegemenist policy towards Vietham and
Southeast Asia.

Throughout .he past thousands of years, China had never
exercised sovereignty over there two archipelagees. What
China did though was by the gradual use of military force
between 1986 and 1974 to occu%nthe Hoang sa archipelago, And
what she has been doi ng since January 1989 is to begin “occupy-
INng a number of zocks and reef8 IN V dtnam's Truong Sa again
by use of military force.

Thus, China is translating into action the July 30,1977
Decl arati on made by former Chinese foreign Minister Huang Hua
1"The Chineseterritory spread down tothe James Shoals near

Sarawak (Malaysia) ... YOu Can carry out cxflcrat_iona as you
wish. When thetime comer, however, wa will retrieve those
islands. There Wi Il be no need then to negotiate at all, these

isands having since long ago belonged to Chiha ...".
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PART THREE

PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS s THE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY
0F SETTLING DISPUTES OVER THE TWO ARCHIPELAGOES

After World War 11, the right to use war am provided
for by traditional international law was repudiated by modern
international law, the United wations cCharter prohibits the
threat to use farce or the use of force in relation8 between
states (Article 2, paragraph 4). |t is alse stipulated in
the United Nations Charter that the member states shall mettle
disputes in their mutual relation8 by peaceful means (Article
2 ; paragraph 3), . the Charter devotes a whole Chaptar to the
peaceful settlement of disputes (Article 33 to 38).

Am regard8 t he Vietnamerr archipelagoes of Hoang Sa and
Truong Sa, during the lart thirty-two years, China ha8 ~on
three occasions resorted tO the use of force in order to in-
vade them 1 in 1956 the Bastern rector of Hoang Sa; in 1974
the Western rector of that archipelago, and in 1988 a naumber
of rocks and reefs in the Truong Sa archipelago. It even went
am far am i mpudent |y denmandi ng that vietnam w t hdraw frmthe
islands Oof vietnam'’s Truong Sa archipelago. china's gunboat

olicy violates international law and goes counter to the trend
oward8 the peaceful settlement of all disputesin svate-te-
state relations néw prevailing in the world and in the region.

In the face of China’s policy of reliance on the vse of
force, t he Socialist RepubliC of Vietnam is determined to
.defend its sovereignty and territorial integrity,, and at the
same time, respectsthe principle ofrefraining Tromthe threat
t 0 usa forceorthe use offorcet 0 settle di Sputes, consis-
trntly advocating the settlemant of all disputer bet ween t he
two countries, i ncluding the one. concerningthetwo archipala-
goes, t hrough peaceful " nrgotiationr. Inlinewith enis prin-
cipled position, back in 1978 the Socialist Republic ofVietnam
reached agreement8 with ASEAN countries nanely with Malaysia
andt he Philippines, tonettl e all differences, including ter-
ritorial questions, through negotiations in a SpIrit of conci-
liation and f£riendship.

With China, from the eutset, Vietham ha8 put forth pro=-

posals for the settlement of disputes through negotiationa in
a spirit Of equality, mutual respect, friendship ahd good-
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neighbourliness ( Poi nt 3, three-point porition of January 26,
1974, reaffirmed in 1979 and 1976 and at Vietham = China
talks at Vice-Foreign Ministerial level during 1977 and 1%78).
Regrettably,  the Chinese side neither responded to there pro-
posals nor put INtO effect the statement by Chinese |eader
Deng Hsiao-Ping (then Deputy Prime Minister) :

. "Between the tWO countries there exists a dispute over
the two archipelagoem which can be an abject of discussion
between the two sides" (talks between the | at e General Secre-
tary of the Communist Party of Vietham Le Duan and Deputy
Premier Deng Hslao-Ping,Sept enber 24, 1973).

In the face of the extremely serious situation in the
Truong Ssaarchipelago area, mince March, 1988, Vietnam ham
three timer, proposed to the Chinese ride to open talks for |
the settlemant of difference8 concerning the Truong Sa archi-
pelago,. and othex disputes over the conmon border and t he
Hoang Sa archipelago (notes respectively dated March 17 and
March 23, 1988), at the same time it proposed that pending the
settlement of disputes Dy mean8 of negotiationa, "the t WO sides
should refrain from t he use of force to settle disputes and

avoid any clashes that may aggravate the situation" ( note dated
March 2S5, 1988).

The above-mentioned proposals successively put forth by
Vietnam reflect the vietnamese people's and government's
spirit of self-restraint, constructive porition and attitude
of good-will .for the sake of peace. The Chineseauthorities
slanderously |abel the vietnamese proposals "hypocritical” in
order t 0 reject negoti ati on8 with Vi etnam and have not respon=-
dedt 0 Vietnani 8 proposal th% }he two sides undertake not to
use force to mettle disputes. this showst hat Cina CC u=
tinues implementing a Pollcy of hostility agai nrt Vietnam, and
continues its © 8 ofusurpationintha TruongSa ar chi pel ago,
In the meant i me, china hasdeclared that she is prepared to
rattl e earlyborder gquestions withother countries. This per-
tain@ to China's traditional “ di vi de- and-rul e” policy.

_ The developments of theri t uati on sincet he wmarch 14,
1988 incidentupt 0 t he r:uent day point to all the dangers
i nherent in China8policy ofreliance onthe usef force.

A peaceful settlemant of the dispute overt he azchipela~
goes ofTruongSQ and Hoang Sawoul d respendt o t he desire for
pa~ce of thepeopl e8 of vietnam and China, inconformty with
teprinci pl e8 ofinternational |aw andthe United Nations
Charter, With the interest of peace, stability and co-operation

Jevs
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In Southeast Asia, t he Asian-Pacific re%on_and the whole
world. This is the nost correct way. ublic opinion in
Southeast Asia and in t he whole world. is looking forward to
China's positive raesponse. Being one of the five Permanent
Members Of the United Nations Security Council, Chi na hasa
major obl i gation to abide by the United Nation8 Charter./.
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AWNEX L

SOMVE GEOGRAPHICALFEATURES
OF THE HOANG 8A AND m™rRuoNG SA ARCHIPELAGOES

For a long time Vimtnamese and Westerners have thought
that in the Bien Dong'Sea(also called South China Sea Of
China Sea)there is a long_archi pel ago that the Vietnamese
thencalled Bai Cat vang, Con vang, Hoang 8a, Truong Sa&.
DaiTruongSa, Vanuy Truon% Sa whi | e westernnagivators
And cart ographers naned them Paracel, Parcel or Pracel.

Only in1787 - 1788 two hundred yearsgo, could the
Kergariou Locnari a research expediti on clearly And exactly
determinet he position of the Hoangsa(Paracel)archipelago,
whi ch thur washence differentiatéd fromthr Truong Sa archi-
pel ago g#urthsr South.

Thene twoarchipelagoes | i e 500 kilomatres from® Ach
other. m™hev consist of a large nunber of islands and coral
reefsand shoal s. Theemerging area of each archipelagois
about 10 squarekilometres.

. The val ue of both archipelagoes lies intheir strategic
ositions in the Bien Dong Sea and their great potentials
n oi | andnatural gas.

The Hoang Saar chi pel ago _
(known as Paracel by West erners and Xisha by China).

Inthis archipelago, there is an island called Hoang Sa
(pattlei sl and),

The Hoang sa archi pel ago consists of about 30 islapds,
reefs and shoals, all ofwhi ch arescattered over an e rer Of
about 15,000 square kilonetres and are divided i nto two
clusters:the Eastern cl ust er of An vVinh (Anphitrite cluster).

The, nearest point of this archipelago is about 170 nau=
ti:al m | es (onenautical miles 1 .553 ki) off Danang (Of
vietnam) and about 156 nautical miles from Hainan island (of,
China). The distance from East to westand fromNorth to

South of the archirelage i s about 95 and 90 nautical miles
respectively.

The Truong Sa archipel ago _
(known as spratly by Westerners and Nansha by China), In this

archipelago, there is oei sl and called TruongSA(spratly
island).

/0..
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The Truonq 8a archipelago consists of about 100 islands,
reefs and shoals lying over an area Of about 160,000 = 160,000
square kilometres.

The Truong Sa archipelago is situated Southeast Of the
Hoang 8a archipelago. he "neazest point of the Tr uong Sa az-
chipelago is about 250 nautical miles from Yulin (Hainan
irland, China). Thedistance from East to West And from Nort h
to South is about 2285 And 234 nautical mile8 respectively.

REINEX

In the report of the Ministry of Publ i c Workr submitted
to Emperor Thieu Tri in 1847, it was said :" Hoang SA
belongs to our country'8territori al waters.According to
customs, gqunboats arcsent t here every yeart o better
ascertain navigation routes to there islands. Asthere are
t 00 manyengagements t hir year, wa submit that the voyage
be postponed till next year.

Emperor Thieu Tri annot at ed : “Postpone”.

/c.-
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ANNEX 1]

In thr year Of Dinh Mao, 20th year of Tu Duc's reign
(1867), sailovs fallan INn Truong Sa were conferred the
title "Hero" by the Bmperor : "Truong Sa Heroes On Sea
Patrol”, "Truong Sa Herces Fishing", "Truong Sa Herces
Holding Fishing Nets", "Truong Sa Guarding Stores" . "Trueng
Sa Herces Guarding Encampments", "Truong Sa Heroces Preparing
Meals" ...

BNNEX _V

1. Decre No 4762/CP of December 21, 1933 issued by the,
covernor of Cochi nchi nr _on the incorporation of the
Truong Ssa archipelago i Nt 0 t he province of Ba Ria.

2, Ordinance No 10 of t he 29t h day of the second Lunar
mnth, 13th year of Bac Dai's reign, (March 301938)
on the incorporation of the doang Saarchi pelago into
t he province of Thua Thien(published in"The O fici al
Quoc Ngu Journal of the Vietnamese Court) 8th issue of

1938, page 2313).

3.Decree No 32820f May 5, 1939 issued by t he Governor
cenerar of Indochina, J. Brevie ON Amending Decree
156/8C of June 18, 1938 (misprinted as 1932) and esta-
blishingintheHoangSaar chi pel ago two Adnministrat]ve
Agenciesdenominated “ Crescent and Dependencies"and
"Amphitrite and Dependencies" (Bul |l et 1 N administratif
€ 1'Annam, 9t h I'ssue of1939),

/i.l
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ANNEX V

1, becree NO 174/NVOf July 13,1961, issued by President
Ngo Dinh Diem of the Reﬁ_ubllc of Vietham o t he allo-
cation of the Hoang Sa archipelagot o t he provi nce of
Quang Nam and tNe establishment it his archi pel ago of
a comune named Dinh Hai as part of HoaVang district.

2, Decision NO 420-BNV/HCDP/26 Of September 6, 1973 by
the Ministry of the Interior of t he Republic of Vietham
on the incorporation of t he Truong Sa ar chi pel ago into

the commune of Phuoc Hai, Dat Do digtrict, Phuoc Tuy
province.

ANNEX VI

1. Deci si on No 193/HDBT of December 9, 1962, by the
Councilof M nisters of the Socialist Republie of

Vietnam on the setting up of the Truong Sadistrict as
part of Deng Nai province,

2. Decision NO 194/HDBT of Decenber 9, 1982, by the Council
of MinistersoftheSocialist Republic of Vi et’ham on
t he establishment of theHoang Sadistrict as part of
Quang Nam = Da Nang provi nce.

3. Resol uti on adoptedby theNationa Assenbly (7th Legis-
|ature of the Socialist Republic of Vi efnam on December
28, 1982, at its 4t h session on detaching the di stri ct

of Truong Sa from Dong Nai province and incorporating it
into Phu Khanh provi nce.




