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Introduction

1. At itsrerwned twenty-seventh session, the Committee for Programme @ d
Co-ordination (CPC) recommended that the next medium-term plan cover thr period
starting 4n 1992 and be conridered by the General Assembly in 1990. In this
connection, it recommended that thr Secretary-General submit to it at its
twenty-eighth session a calendar of conrultationr with the intergovernmental bodies
concerned for the preparation of the various chapterr of the next medium-term

plan. 3/ There recommendations wore endorsed by the General Assembly in

resolution 42/218.

2. In the same rrrolution the General Assembly adopted the smendments recommended
by CPC to the Regulation8 Governing Programme Planning, the Programme Aspects of
the Budget, the Monitoring of Implementation and the Methods of Evaluation
(hereinafter reterred to as tho programme planning regulations), g/ The amendments
incorporate the provisions of General Assembly resolution 41/213 aimed, intex alia,
at improving the consultative process for tho formulation of the medium-term plan.

" A/743/150.

" Previously issued as a document of the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination (B/AC.51/1988/6) and of the advisory Committee On Administrative and
Budgetary Questions,
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The programme planning regulations and the relevant proviriona of Assembly
resolutions 41/2313 and 42/218 provide that the consultative process for tho
preparation of the next medium-term plan will includes

(a) Submission of the introduation to thr pilam, whioh constitutes an integral
® |emont in %he planning process, to Member States for wide oonrultationr
(vegulation 3.1);

(b) Conrideration of the draft introduation to the plan by CPC at its
twenty-eighth session (General Assembly resolution 42/218);,

(o) Drawing up by the Secretary-General, in consultation with CPC and the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), of a calendar
of oonrultationr regarding the major programmes in the plan with the sectoral,
technical, regional and central bodies in the United Nations (regulation 3.1);

(4) Review of the chapters of the proposed plan by tho sectoral, functional
and regional bodiaa of the United Nations, if possible during tha regular cycle of
thelir meetings (regulation 4.12);

(e) Prior consultations on the plan with the specialised agencies
(regulation 4.13);

() Review of the proposed plan by CPC, the Eeconomie and Social Council, tho
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ)
(regulation 4.12) and tho Committee on Conferences, in accordance Wwith their terms
of roferencor

(g) Conrideration of tho proporod plan by the General Assembly at its
forty-fifth session in thr light of the comments and recommendations Of the
Economic and Social Council, CPC, ACABQ (rogulatinn 4.14) and the Committee on
Conferences.

3, Tho proposals for a calendar of consultations that follow are designed to meet
these legislative requirements. In this regard, it should be rocallrd that in
resolutions 417213 and 42/218, tho Assembly stressed tho nood to implement fully
all the provisions of the programme planning reguiations and the related rules, 1:
should be notod that the proposal8 aro made on the basis of the projoctod moeting
schedule Of the existing sectoral, functional and regional bodies and tho current
structure of the medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989,

Past experience in drawing vp 8 calendar of consultations

¢4, At it8 twentieth session, CPC reviewed a draft calendar for thr preparation at
the medium-term plan for tho period 1984-1989 on the basis of a roport of the
Secretary-General (A/C.5/3574 and Corr.1), That report concidorod the scope for
the full involvement of the sectoral, regional and contral organs and of thoir
subsidiary bodies. Consideration was given to tho possbility of rescheduling
meetings of the intergovernmental bodies concerned and, in cases whore thr meeting
schedule could not be altered, tO the possibility of setting up ad_hoc planning
committees,
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5, It wae concluded that, by and large, sectoral and regional bodies ware aver86
tO rescheduling their meetings for the purpose of considering draft ohaptere of the
plan, 8Setting up ad hea planning committees Wac found tO be a practical
alternative. CPC concurred in these assessments and conaudrd that the

“full involvement oOf all intergovermmental organs in the formulation and
review of the plan war desirable and important; however, this oould not
justify an extensive rescheduling of the calendar Of meetings, since their
substantive activities might be disrupted by a change in their calendar of
work"., A/

CPC also agreed that organ8 might delegate the review of the plan tO ad_heg bodies,
if they eo wished,

Exagtical conatrajnts

6. The purpese of the preparatory and econsultative process is (O ensble the
General Assembly (O approve the medium-term plan at its forty-fifth sessien, which
will be hold during September-December 1990, CPC will review the draft plan at its
thirtieth session, which, on the basis of normal expectations, Will be held between
the end of April and the boginning of Juae 1990, €PC will advise on the calendar
of ooneultatione at its twenty-eighth session (28 April-3 Juno 1988).

Consequently, the timetable for consultations murt have June 1988 and April 1990 as
the extreme parameters. In addition, a number of techmnical and practical
considerations muet be taken into aooount in drawing up the calendar.

7. For tho consultations with sectoral, functional and regional bodies tO begin,
thoro bodies will nood to have boforo them the introduction tO tho plan, se thrt
their deliberations may take place within an oversll framework. Consultations on
the introduction to to plan wero initiated with the submission by the
Secretary-General to CPC at its twenty-seventh session Of the paper entitled "Some
perspectives on the work of the United Natiens in tho 1990s" (see A/42/812), which
was subsequently considered by the General Assembly at its forty-second session.
The Assembly requested thc Secretary-General t0 gather additional comments from
Mombor 8tates and to take into account all views expressed by Member 8tates when
submitting the draft introduction. Tho draft intredustion to the plan will be
boforo CPC at its twenty-eighth session.

8. Following the deliberation8 of CPC at its twenty-eighth session, the Offico
for Programme Planning, Budget and Finance will need some timo tO prepare and
circulate the inrtructione for the preparation of the plan, The eecrotariat unite
responsible for tho individual ehapters of the plan will then need time to prepare
and circuleto the draft chapters to the relevant ergamns. After the ooneultationa
with the aectoral, functional and regional bodies, the central secretariat services
will raquire three months to review and put together eubmiecione received from the
Secretariat unite roeponrible for individual chapters of the plan, |f the plan is
to be issued #ix weeks in advance of the session Of CPC, it muet be rubmitted for
editing, translation and reproduction by early 1990. Thus, coneultatione with
sectoral, functional and regiona bedies murt take place betweea January and
mid-September 1989,

/l..
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Feasibility of conaultations with sectoral, functional and regional kodies during
the regular cycle of their meetinga

9. An examination Of the planned schedule Of the sectoral, functional ond
regional bodies during January-September 1989 in relation to the major programmes
of the current medium-term plan, as shown in anexes | and |l, indicates that moot
of the major prugrammes in thr plaa would be oubjrct to review by the bodies
concerned except thooo for which NO specialised programme-reviewing body exists
(and for which CPC, ACABQ Or the Committee on Conferences therefore must exercise
direct responsibility). Only the programme areas of new and renewable sources of
energy (proyramme 11) and erime prevention and control (programme 21) would not be
covered because the relevant bodies (Committee on the Development and Utilisation
of New and Renewable Sources of EBaergy and Committee o Crime Prevention and
Control) are not scheduled to moot in 1989, It should be notod that the calendar
of meetings may change as a result of the Economic and Socia Council’s review of
the intergovernmental otruoturo in thr roonomia and social fields and that a
decision is still to be taken on the format, content and presentation of the next
medium-termplan,

10. There would appear tO be two methods of dealing with these gaps. One method
would be for CPC again to ® ndoroo the ® otabliohmont by the organsconcerned ot
adlhog planning sodiesto review drazft chaptdrs af the plan, W 0 u I d
havo financial implioationo, In view of the curreat financial situation of the
Organisation, tho BSecretary-General iS not in a postion to recommend ouch a course
of action, Anothor method would be for the substantive secretariat units concerned
to circulate the draft chapter of the plan, as prepared by them, together with its
introduction, to the members of tho rolrvant programme-reviewing body for viows end
suggestions, The draft ahaptrro would be reformulated by the Secretariat units on
tho bass of the comments received. This method would uot be entirely
satisfactory, since it would preclude dialogue among members of the bodies
concerned and would leave a large area ogon tO interpretation by the Secretariat
units, Nevertheless, Since Member States would still have the opportunity to make
their views known through their representacives in CPC, the Economic and Social
Council and the General Assembly, this method is the one favourrd by the
Secretary-General.

Brior. consuitations with the specialized agencies

11, Prior conoultationo with the opeaialioed agencic~ nust alsu be considered,
Progromms planning regulation 4.13 states that “the activiiizs in the medium-term
plan shall be co-ordinated with those of the concrrned specielized agencies
through prior consultations", and rule 104,13 (b) otatoo that “medium-term plan
proposals shall be oirculated to the specialised agencies in accordance with the
agreed procedures Tfor prior oonoultationo in time for thoir comments to be taken
into account by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination”, Tho
Secretury-General belleves that therm would be merit in including tho sectoral,
functioning and regional bodies in the proceoo of prior consultations with the

® qoncieo. It is suggestsd, therefore, that the United Notions Secretariat units
concornod should cireulate tho draft chepters of tha plon to the intorested
agencies at the seme time as they are oiraulatod to the members of tho
intergovernmental or expert bodies concerned. Ay comments of the agencies would

/lc!
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be made available by the Becretariat to the sectoral, funotional and regional
bodiro concerned. At a later stage, the draft plan as a whae would ke circulated
to specialized ayencies, and any comments would be transmitted to CPC,

Bropoued calendar of conaultations

12, Taking into aecount tho above aonoidorationo, it is proposod thrt the
aonoultationo proceed on the basis of the following calendar:

September-Dear mber 1987

15 February 1988

April-July 1988

July-August 1988

Dece.ber 1988-January 1989

January-September 1989
(see ONNONeo | and 1)

January-September 1589

By mid-November 1989

December 1989-January 1990

Review of some perspectives o the work of the
United Nationsin the 19900 (A/42/812) by CPC at
itS twenty-seventh session and the General
Assembly at its ferty-second OeoOiON

Deadline for trrnomittal tO the S8ecretariat by
Member States of comments oOn the preparation of
the draft iatroduet ion

Review of the draft introduction t-the, plan by
CPC at itS tweaty-eighth session, ACABQ and the
Economic and 8ocial Council

Transmiooion of the draft introduction, the
recommendations of CPC thereon and the
iastructions for the preparation of the plan to
the Becretariat units concerned

loouancedx* @ upplomentaryinstructions,as
necessary, in the light of tho deliberations of
the General Assembly at its forty-third session

Review Of the draft chapters of the plan and its
introduction by the sectoral, functional and
regional bodies at their regular oeooiono Or by
corroopondenoer these bodies would be requested
to recommend priorities among subprogrammos iN
their field of competence, in accordance with
programme planning regulations 4,2 and 4.16, in
the light of the priorities set in the
introduction

Preliminary prior conoultationo with the
specialized® goncieo

Submission of draft chapters by Secretariat units
incorporating tho results of ths reviews by
soctoral, functionsi and regional bodies to the
Office for Programme Planning, Budget and Finance

Prior conoultationo with tho specialized sgencles

/.Ol
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Mid-Mareh 1990 Issuance of the proposed medium-term plan
April-June 1990 Consideration of the plan by CPC and ACABQ
July 1990 Consideration of the plan and the recommendations
of CPC thereon by the Eoonomia and Seoe¢ial Council
September~-December 1990 Consideration Of the plan by the General Assembly
in the light of the recommendations of the
Economic and Socilal Council, CPC, ACABQ and the
Committee on Conferences
Regonmendationa

13, The gecretary~General recommenda that the Committes:

(a) Agree that the preparation oOf thr next medium-term plan should procesd 0N
the basis of the calendar Of consultations proposed in paragraph 12 above)

(b) Authorise him to issue thr instructions for thr preparation of the
medium-term plan en thr barir of tir draft introduction submitted to CPC et its
twenty-eighth session, ACABQ and the Economic and Social Council at itms second
regular session of 1988 and the results Of the discussions thereon, on the
understanding that supplementary instructions would be issued, as necessary, in thr
light of the deliberations of the General Assembly at its forty-third session)

(a) Authorise him to submit tO the sectoral, funotional and regional bodies
the introduotion to thr medium-term plan together with the relevant draft chapters;

(4) Recommend that the General Assembly request the sectoral, functional and
regional bodies tO recommend priorities amony subprogrammes in their field of
competence, in acuordance With programme planning regulations 4.2 and 4.16, in the
light of the priorities set in the introduction to the plan)

(e) Authoriro him to conduct aonrultationr by corrorpondencr with members of
those rootoral, funotional and regional bodies whose meeting schedule doer not
parmit them tO review the draft chapters of thr plan)

(£) Endorse his proposal that the procedure for prior consultations with the
specialised agencies should be extended to the rootoral, functional and regional
bodies Of thr United Nations.

Notes

A/ ds of z Sesnion,
Supplement No, 26 (A/42/16), part two, para. 100,

2/ General Assembly resolution 37/234, annex; for the amendments see
A/42/16, part two, para. 74,

3/ Qffigial Records of the Genera' Assembly, Thirty-fifth Sespion,
Supplement No, 38 (A/385/38), para. 20,

,lll
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ANNEX I
Calendar of consultations op the medium-term plan
with _sectoral and functional hodies bhased on the
planned nmeating achedule in 1989
Medium-term plan Specialised Date of mooting
ohaptrr a/ programme review body (10089)
1. Political and Security
Council Affairs
activities
Programme 1 Committee on thr Peaneful Uses of June
Outrr Space (2 weeks)
Special Committee against As required
Apartheid
Programme 2 None -
2. 8pecial politicsl affairs,
special political
questions and special
mandates
Programme 1 None -
Programme 2 None -
Programme 3 Committee on the Exercise of the Am required
Inalienable Rights of thr
Palestinian People
3. Intsrnatlonal 4ustice
and law
Programme 1 None -
Programme 2 None -
Programme 3 International Law Commission b/ May -July
(12 weeks)
Programme 4 None -
Programme 5 United Nations Commission Second quarter
on International Tradr Law (2 weeks)

/l.'
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Medi umterm pl an Speci al i sed Date of neeting
chapter as programme revi ew body (1989)
4, Political affairs,
trusteeship and
decol oni sation
Programe 1 Trusteeship Council 8 May-2 June
Programme 2 Special Committee on the Situation  March/ August
with regard to the Inplenmentation (3-5 neetings
of the Declaration on the Granting a week)
of Independence to Col onial
Countries and Peoples
Programme 3 United Nations Council for As required
Nani bi a
Programe 4 None
5. Di saster relief None
6. Human rights Cormmi ssion on Human Rights 30 January-
11 March
Conmittee on the Elinination of 6-24 March
Racial Discrimnation
1. I nternational drug
control
Programme 1 Commi ssion on Narcotic Drugs February
(8 days)
Programe 2 International Narcotics Control May- June
Board (2 weeks)
8. International protection
of and assistance to
ref ugees
Progrsme 1 UNBCR Executive Committee Sept./Oct.
(3 weeks)
Programme 2 Advi sory Commi ssion of UNRWA 31 August
9. Public information Comrmittee on Information June
(3 weeks)
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Medi umterm plan Specialized Date of meeting
chapter a/ programme revi ew body (1989)
10. Devel opnment issues and
policies
Programme 1 Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent February
(8 days)
Committee for Devel opnent 19-28 April
Pl anni ng b/
11.  Energy
Programme 1 {DIESA) Comrmittee on Natural Resources 27 March-
5 April
Committee on the Devel opment and
Uilization of New and Renewabl e
Sources of Energy
Programe 2 (DTCD) Committee on Natural Resources 27 March-
5 April
12.  Environnent
Programme 1 (UNEP) UNEP CGoverning Counci | 15-26 May

13.  Food and agriculture
Programme 1 (WFC)
14, Human settlements

Programme 1 (Habitat)

15.  Industrial devel opment
16. Interpational trade and
devel opment finance

Programme 1-8
( UNCTAD)

Wrld Food Council

Conmi ssion on Human Settlenents

c/

Working Party on the Mediumterm
Plan and the Programre Budget of
the Trade and Devel opment Board

UNCTAD Trade and Devel opnment
Boar d

June (4 days)

25 April-4 My

To be
det erm ned

To be
det er mi ned

/.Il
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Medi umterm plan

Speci al i sed

Date of neeting

chapter as progranmme review body (1989)
Programme 9 (ITC) Joint Advisory Goup on the To be
International Trade Centre det erm ned
UNCTAD/GATT
17. Naturalresources
Programmes 1 and 2 Committee on Natural Resources 27 March-
(DIESA and DTCD) 5 Apri
18.  Popul ation
Programmes 1 and 2 Popul ation Conmi ssion 21 Feb. -
(DIESA and DTCD) 2 March
19.  Public admnistration
and finance
Programe 1 Meeting of Experts on the United To be
Nations Programme in Public det erm ned
Admi ni stration and Finance b/
20. Science and technol ogy
Programme 1 (CSTD) I ntergovernmental Committee on 5-16 June
Science and Technol ogy for
Devel opnent
Programme 2 (uNcTap) Wrking Party on the Mediumterm To be
Plan and the Progranme Budget of det ermi ned
the Trade and Devel opment Board
21.  Soci al devel oprent and
hunmanitarian affairs
Programme 1 (CSDHA) Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent February
(8 days)
Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen To be
det ermi ned

Committee on Crinme Prevention
and Control »/
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Medi umterm plan

Speci al i sed

Dat e of meeti ng

chapter as progranme review body (1989)
22. Statistics
Programmes 1 and 2 Statistical Conm ssion 6-15 February
(DIESA and DTCD)
23. Transnational corporations Comission on Transnational 5-14 April
Cor por ati ons
24, Transport, communications
and tourism
Programme 1 (DIESA) None
Programme 2 ( UNCTAD) Working Party on the Mediumterm To be
Plan and the Programe Budget det erm ned
the Trade and Devel opnent
25. Marine affairs
Programme 1 None -
Programe 2 None -
26. Financial services None -
27. Personnel management None -
services
28.  General services None -
29. Oher managenent and None -
techni cal support
services
30. Conference and library Comrmittee on Conferences To be
services det er ni ned
31. Programme planning None

and co-ordination

(Note and footnotes on follow ng page)
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(Note and footnotes to table)

will

Note: The table is based on information available as at 12 February 1988. It
be updated orally, as required.

a’/ Based on the nediumterm plan forthe period 1984-1989, as revised,
bs Not an intergovernnmental body: nenbers serve in their personal capacity.

e/ Programmes 1-3 (UNIDO) have been deleted fromthe plan; the renaining

programmes will be reviewed by the respective regional commi ssions.
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Meotings of the regional commissiopa in 1989

Date of meeting

Regional body (1989)
ECE 12-22 April
ESCAP March/April

ECLAC Committee of the Whole
ECA

ESCWA

To be determined
April

April/May (one week)




