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Letter dated 21 March 1988 from the Permanent Representative of
Romania to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  t r a n s m i t  t o  y o u  h e r e w i t h  t h e  t e x t s  of  l t t t e r s  o f  p r o t e s t
by mass  organisat ions  of  Romania  against  the  sentencing to  death  of  s ix  South
African young people, the Sharpeville Six (see annexes I-V) .

I t  would be  highly  apprecia ted i f  the  present  le t ter  and i t s  annexes  were
circulated as a ,1ocument  of the General Assembly, under item 36 of the preliminary
l i s t ,  and  o f  t he  Secu r i t y  Counc i l .

(@ianad)P e t r e  T A N A S I E
Ambassador, Permanent Representative
of the  Socia l i s t  Republ ic  of  Rcmania

* A/43/50.

88-07525 0092f (E) / . . .
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ANNEX I

Let ter  of  protes t  addressed by the  General  Unicn  of  Trade Unions
of  the  Socia l is t  Republ ic  of  Romania  to  the  Secretary-General

Along wi th  the  ent i re  Romanian people , the trade unions of Romania have
learned wi th  deep indignat ion about  the  new arbi t rary  act  of  the  Pretor ia
author i t ies ,  namely the  sentencing to  death  of  s ix  young black people ,  and
vigorously  protes t  agains t  th is  decis ion,  which is  a  f lagrant  encroachment  upon the
most elementary human rights.

The General Union of Trade Unions of Romania, a member of the most
r ep re sen t a t i ve ,  democra t i c  and  l a rges t  f o rum o f  t he  coun t ry ,  t he  Soc i a l i s t  F ron t
for Unity and Democracy, and on behalf of its millions of members, condemns in most
resolute  manner  the  abhorrent  sentence  passed by the  Pre tor ia  regime  and f irmly
addresses  an  appeal  to  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  to  in tervene urgent ly  with al l  i t s
author i ty  in  order to  save the  l ives  of  the  sentenced young people .

We f i rmly demand the  hal t ing of  the  racis t  repress ions  perpetra ted by the
P r e t o r i a  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  i t s  p r o f o u n d l y  i n h u m a n e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  i t s
pract ices  of  racial  discr iminat ion and apar theid ,  in  keeping wi th  the  Char ter  of
the  Uni ted  Nat ions  and re levant  resolut ions  of  the  Secur i ty  Counci l ,  and the
es tabl ishment  in  the  Republ ic  of  South  Afr ica  of  a  democrat ic  socie ty  based on
soc i a l  equa l i t y  and  j u s t i c e .

/ . . .
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ANNEX 11

Letter of protest addressed by the Union of CommuniaA
Students Associations of the Socialist  Republic Of

Romania to the Secretary-General

Along with the entire public opinion of Romania, the Union of Communist
Students Associations and the young university generation have learned with deep
indignation of the death sentences passed on the eix y’>ung blrak South Africans
from Sharpevi lle .

Condemning firmly the repressive measures of the Pretoria rdgime and its
brutal rejection of the most elementary human righte, we are demanding the
immediate cessation of the alious policy of racial discrimination and apartheid,
and of the cruel persecution against the black majority population of South Africa

Expressing our solidarity with the just struggle of the people, youth and
students of South Africa against the policy of apartheid, we appeal to the tinited
Nations to act forthwith in order to call off the death rentenoee on the six black
young people, and to secure their immediate release, as well a8 that of all
political detainees in South Africa, the cessation of massacres, the a88urence  of
ful l  par t ic ipat ion of  a l l  South Afr ican cit izens in  poli t ical  and eoaial l i fe ,  and
the fulfilment of the aspirations for freedom and justice of the South African
people.

/ . .
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ANNEX III

Letter of protest addressed by the Organization  of Women of the
Socialist Republic of Romania to the Secretary-General

klong with our entire people, the women’s  organiaations of the Socialist
Republic of Romania, a component of :he Socialist Front for Unity and Democracy,
have learned with deep indignation about the decision of the racist authorities Of
Pretoria  to sentence to death the six young black people from Sharpeville,
militants of the anti-apartheid movement in the Republic of South Africa.

On behalf of the mothers and of all women of Romania, who value life above
all, we firmly railre our voice in protert againrt the abhorrent decision of the
Sol:th  African racist authorities. no express our full eolidarity  with the just
struggle of tha majority population, of women and of all South African mothers
againet  the apartheid dgime, We strongly support their courageous actions aimed
at defending the legitimate right to a respectable and free life.

We address to the United Nations an appeal that it intervene urgently, with
all  i ts  authori ty, to prevent the perpetration of a new crime, to gave the lives of
the six innocent young pxple  and to release them forthwith.

/ ..*
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ANNEX IV

Declaration by the Romanian Leaque of Friendrhie
with the Peoples of Aaia and Africa

Alonq with world public opinion, we have learned with deep indiqnation about
the new repressive act ion  of the  Pretor ia  rac is t  author i t ies ,  which have sentenced
to death six younq black people from the South African city of Sharpeville, The
tota l  lack of  leqal  grounds for such a decision at tes ts  to the  fact  that  in  real i ty
i t  i s  a matter  of  premedi ta ted  in t imidat ion and bloody reprersio~~ of the
ant i-apat theid  movement in Sou’ h Africa.

Any human beinq of qood faith cannot stand idly by over this act of qross
violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms. We resolutely condemn the
unjust and i l leqal sentence passed on those  nix younq people who are fiqhtinq for
the qoale of freedom, equality of rights and progreee. We demand unflinchinqly
tha t  t he  Sou th  Af r i can  au tho r i t i e s  ca l l  of f  this u n j u s t  and arb i t r a ry  decision,  an
act that would fully comply with the generally recoqnized  norms of law and the
requla t  ions  and international  t reaties present ly  in  force concerninq  the  observance
and protection of fundamental human riqhta and political and civil freedoms,

We join  the  posi t ion  of  var ious  Governments ,  pol i t ica l  par t ies  and
ocqanizations and persanalities of world-wide reputation who epeak in favour Of
savinq the lives of those sentenced younq people, We reaffirm aqain on  th is
occasion our deep sympathy and full solidarity with the struqqle and actions of the
overwhelminq majority of the population from South Africa, for the abolition of
apartheid and the attainment of democratic chanqa in the social and Political life
of  that  country ,

/ . . .
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HNNEX  V

Lottrr  of erotert addtrrred by the Union of Communist Youth of
the Soaialirt Ropublio of Romania to the Secretary-General

Havinq lrarnrd with derp indiqnation  and revulsion of the South African
author i tier’ decision to condemn rix younq black people from Sharpevil lo to death,
the youth of Romania catrqorically demand the repeal of this unjust death uantencef
which reprorrntr  a flaqrant violatjon  of human riqhts and fundamental freedoms and
the pr imordia l  riqht of individuals  and peoples f ree ly  to  determine thei r  des t in ies .

On brhrlf OF the milliona of younq people in Romania we appeal to the United
Nation. to intrrvrnr rwiftly in accordance with its Charter and the resolutions of
the Security Counoilr to 8ave the livoa and secure the release of the younq
militantr,  and to proourr the freedom of all those campaiqners  aqainst  apartheid
who are at prarrnt inridr the prisons of the Pretoria rdqime.

The Union of Communirt  Youth and all younq people in Romania reaff frm t.heir
active, militant rolidar ity with the national anti-apartheid movement in South
Africa and protert enarqrtically  and strenuously aqafnet the inhumane, racist find
direr iminatory actions of the South African authorities.


