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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The preeent report i8 eubmitted to the General Assembly in pureuance  of it8
teeolution  40/229  of 17 December 1985. It providea a brief deecr ipt ion of variers
programme of aeeietance  to mid-October  1986.

II . QENERAL  SITUATION AFFECTTNG ASSISTANCE EFFORTS

2, Dur ina the period under review ,  a  continuinq  l ack  o f  security thtouqhout
Lebanon was  the main factor affecting the capability of the United Natione syetem
to provide seeietance  for the reconetruction and development of the country. The
necessary reduction of international staff owing  to hazardoue condikior*ie  end the
paucity of financial reaourcea have adversely affected the overall activil.iee of
the United Natione in Lebanon. In general, the economi‘n  situation of Lebanon haa
reflected a marked downturn owing to the deterioration of the Lebanese pound. Thie
factor alone ha8 precipitated increaeed  hardship for the Lebrrneee  people.

3. During the reporting period , many busineee  concsrne ahut down their office8 in
Beirut end  trcnsferred  their operations to other countries. Moreovw,  public
utilitiee  t.hat had been providing much needed cervices  such  a8 electricity and
water,  b e g a n  to encounter  ser ious  f inancia l  ar,d operat ional  d i f f icul t ies .

4. According to recent report8 by the Bank of Lebanon and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), public debt approschod 54 billion Lebanese pound8 (LL)  by the
end of 1985 and wae  expected  to rise by another LL 20 billion i&r  1986, flue to the
inability of the Government to colleat  revenues. Moreover, inflation, which had
reached 55.8 per cent during 1985, wae  expected to continue r is ing,  in part owing
to the accelerated depreciation of the Lebaneee  curre,lcy. Ae noted in the
following table, the Lebanese currency Xost 90 per cent of its value againat the
United  State8  dollar during 1985 and in the firtilt half  of 1986,

Per id

Rate of exchsngo  of the
Lebaneee pound to the
mitod  State8  dol lar

(average)

1984 6.50

1985 16.50

January 1986 20.25

February 1986 21.75

March 1986 20.35

April 1986 28.25

June 1986 39.75

/ . . .
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5. Deepite  theoe conditione, foreign trade revealed come  improvements in 1985
o v e r  previare  yesre. The trade imbalance, which rsnqed  between #I61  3.1 to
2.3 billion between 1980  to 1984, dropped eubetsntially  in 1985  to $US  1.4 bi]Llionr
and wae expeoted  to drop further in 1986. Moreover, the Government of Lebanon wan
able  to pureue 8-e reconetruetion  efforte. During 198S,  the Council for
Development and Reconetruction allocated over LL  1.5 billion to new projecta  while
fte expenditure exceeded EL 2.1 billion.

6. RoaU  rehabilitation, which otarted in 1980, continued to be the eector  of the
economy that utilised  the qraateet  portion of the expenditureu  of the Council  for
Development  and Reconetruction. Work hae been executed or ie under way on more
than 1,000 kilometrec  of international end  principal roads.  Financing for this
road  pregrame  woe mobilised  mainly fran l o c a l  sourcea.

7. By the end of 198S,  telecommunication project@  valued st more  than
LL 900  million were committed by the Government while actual expenditureo  exceeded
LL  330 million. Such proqrammee covered the replacement of central awitchinq
unite, the addition of over 200,000 new telecommunication lines  and the
rehabilitation of existing networke. Finencinq f o r  t h i e  proqrsme  wao eecured
mainly from bilateral agreemente.

8. The school rehabil  itstion prcgramme , which covered more than 1,500 public
echoole,  was  otill  under execution. Outstandirq  commitment6 at the end of 1965
exceeded LL  160 million.

9. T1  Government continue0  to aesiet  the productive aectora  of the economy ouch
QB indurrtry  and houoing  throuqh it8 credit programmes. Wane  allocated to
induetr  ice and private hoer  (tale  by the end of 198s exceeded LL 1 billion.

10. Expenditure8 in the wrto and airport eectoro continued in 1985  at the Barn@
pace  a8 in provicue  years.

11. The Governmont’e  exponditurec  on projocto in the water mctor  exceeded
LL 03 million in 1965. At the end of 1985, total outet.and’nq commitmenta  in thio
aoc  tar exceeded LL 60 mi 11 ion.

III. UNITED NATIONS ROLE AND ACTIVITIES

A. Emorqoncy  t-01 iof act ivi t ioe

12. With the continued  military octrvitiae  caueinq destruction and the
dieplacement of civilian populations , emergency aeetetance  io therefore etill  0
Primary concern for the United Nationo  uyetem in Lebanon. However, 1 ittle
recioutce6  have been made available to the United Nations Co-ord;natinq  Committoo in
Beirut I Never theleaa, this Ccmmittee  is fulfilling a very important function by
co-ordinatinq  the work not only of all United NatQons  aqcnciuo,  but international
non-qovernrnental orqanizat  iono  at3 wo Il. Special tribute muet be paid to theee
arganizations  for their dedication, commitment snd effectivenooa  in cttrrying  out
their action under the exttamoly difficult circumetancee

/ . . .
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13. The Offioe of the United Nations Co-ordinator of Aeeietanoe for the
Reaonettuotion  and Development  of Lebanon aontinued  to enjoy close oo-ooeration
with the non-qovernmental oraaniaations and the huat and undoratandinq  of Lehanoao
authorities, diolomatia mieeiono  and the donor sountriee. Co-ordination meotinqe,
which were held reaularly, brouqht tacrether  Lebaneee offiaiale,  repreeentativee  of
non-governmental oraanisatirme,  relief agenoiw  and donore. Theue moetinpe  ale0
faciiitated  mutual unPeretendinq  and were helpful in the aeeesrement  of need8 Pot
tho affected populationa  and with reepect  to the potential utilisation  of available
reaouroee  and aaeitstanae.

14. In November 1985, a miseion  from the Office of the United Nation8  Disaster
Relief Co-orAinator  (UNDRD) vieitd  Lobsnon  to examine current neede. AB  a t(tBult,
an appeal was  ieeued by UNDRO on S November 1985  for SOS  51 million.
Unfor tunutely , thie appeal did not  result  in any caeh  contributione. H-ever,  a
Want Of 1.5 billion lice ($US  875,000) that had already been under coneideration,
was  receive8 from the Italian Government at the end oP  1985. Fur thermor 8, a
donation of 500,000 ECUS (European Curronoy Unitr) (approximately equivalent to
SUS  456,000) from the European Economic Community (EEC) wae received in early
1986. UNDRO and the Middle East Council of Churches  have eatabliehed  aeeiatance
proqrammee  to deliver an8  monitor aeeietance  provided from thoee  qrante in two
area8 where fiahtins  had continu& lrrinq  the roportinq  period,  i . e . ,  the Matn
mountains north-eaet of Beirut, anu  the area betwaen  the Litani river and the
international border.

15. Five non-qovernmental orqaniaatione were invited to participate In the
implementation of this proqramme  - The Medical Aeeociation  for Lebanese Children
(AMEL),  CARITAS, the Lebaneoo  Red Crams, Middle  East Council of churchcrl,  and the

Mouvement Social. These orqaniaations  have  eetahlished  activities  in tho two
mentioned area8 of Metn and south of Litani. UNDRO will continue to maintain ite
roprosentative  i n  B e i r u t  durinq t h e  imolementation  o f  these prcwrammofl.

16. In addition, UNDRO qranted 80s  50,000 for emerqency  relief in the beainninq  of
1986, which wae  uoti  for emersency  medicaments for relief! in the ocsthern  part of
the country. A omall  amount was  ale:, allousted  to oetablieh a warehoueo in the
barrack6  of  the  United Nation0  In ter im FGrce  in Lebanon at  Tyre aa d preDarednQfJ:~
moaaure for immediate action in the event people ure dinplacd  86 a roeult of
military activitiee. In reeponee  to an appeal for aeeietanco  to Lebanon by UNDHO
of 2 May 1986, a contribution of $US 134,023 was recoiwd in Soptombor 1986 frof!)
the Government  of Norway. Mar  BOver  , a contribution of $US  287,328 WPB  rocoivcd
from the Government of Canada in October 1986. A donation of 50,000 blanket8
valued at approximately SOS  200,500 WOB  received from a non-qovornmontal
orqaniaat ion, Church World Sorvicee  of Now York.

1’1. The United Natione Hiqh Commieeianer  for Refuqoee  continued to pecticipato  in
the efforts  of the United Natione, the Lebanese Hiqh Reliaf  Committou,  and other
relief aqenciee  to meet the immediate needs of newly dieplocod  fomiliea  and
allocated $100,000 from Emerciency Frunde  for thie purpoeo. ThaRc?  funds  wore  ueod
mainly for the procurement and traneportation  of food items, milk, clothinq  for
children,  heatwe, cookore and mattreeoee. The  actua l  dolivo~y  of  t-hlc aeeietance
hae been implement& by the MiCdle  Eaet  Council of Churchoe which puLxhas@d  the
relief qoode and channelled them throuqh the Lobanooe  lliuh  Relief Committw.

/, . . .
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18. The report Of the Secretary-General on the United  Natiane  Interim k’OrC@  in
lLeh8~Orl  Of 17 J u n o  1906  (S/18164)  deecrihee  the continued  co-operat ion of  CJNIPIL
w i t h  Lebaneee a u t h o r i t i e s  ao  wel l  aa  the  united Natfone Rel ie f  and  Work8 AqBncv,
the United Natione  Chlldron~a  E’und, and the fnternetional  eornmittee  of the Red
Croee i n  oxtondinq  osfiintanca  t o  the  local  p o p u l a t i o n .

19. In i ts  annual  report to  t h e  Genera l  A~eemhly, l.J t h e  Commieeionet-Genotal  OP
UNRWA deocrihsw  the  ~aaluttrncu  to Polesttno rofuqoea  in Lebanon, includinq the
emeraencv relief casistsnco  provided to thorn.

20. fn 1986, UNICEF completed the project funded  bv the Secretary-Goneral’s l’ruet
Fund ($US  60,000) which was  deeianod  to rehabilitate the water eupplv  eyatem  in the
city of Tripoli  which had been damsqed bv military fiction.

21. During 1985-1986, oome  260,000 Psmillea  (or approximately 1,@30,000 Persona)
throuahout  the country benefit&l or will benefit from aeeiotsnce  by the World Fsrwl
Prourame  (WFP) et an approximate coat of $US  lQ,OOO,OOO.

22. Owlnq  t o  t h e  dieturbancee  t h a t  occurrod  i n  t h e  Tr ipli  aced in  O c t o b e r  1985,
emerqency Food aid  woa  approved by WFP to aesiet  300,000 pereone  for a period of
90 dave. This  oporotlon was  ex tended u n t i l  3 1  July 1986  to  permit  sompletion  of
the dietcibution  of the above-mentioned eommoditioe.

I\. T e c h n i c a l  co-opsretion activftiee

23. Durinq  the roportina period, no intornotionol poreonnel previously evacuate4
h a d  returnti  t o  Lebanon w h o r e  a Phoeo  W e v a c u a t i o n  wae  @till in  e f f ec t .  HOWQVBC, D
ropresentativo  of  UNIIRO  arrived in Uoirut t o  euporvise  t h o  implementation  o f  t h e
emetqency  arnnt  f r o m  Ttlrly and  LNC, crnd  a t  t h o  earn8  time  t o  act  ~38
officer-In-chetqo  o f  t h e  OtFice  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nation&I  C o - o r d i n a t o r  al’  ARsirltanco
for the Roconetruction and IXwelopmont of Lebanon.

Food and Aqricultu:‘e Orunniaotion  of th(!  Unit&  Nnt:iOnn

24. FAO  is  active  i n  verioue  rutaione  in Ire&)ttinan,  u.q.  B e i r u t - P e n u r - n o r t h e r n
Lebanon and Boken. FA0 awjfltonce  to Lsbenon ~nay  be Aewr  ibed  a6  followet

Four  twhnfccll  w-op~r~1:icm  vroqreme projecte  huvo b e e n  auprov&  t’orr
rehabi l i tat ion of .  proc(hNHinu  cc?ntroe;  datormininu  the  lovsle  o f  pORticzid@
roalduos I n  f r u i t  ;Inil vw~tahl~r+~  idontificat.ion  o f  t h e  main  ectoparnaltoo anti
endoparaeitee  o f  livontwk  nnt3  poultryt  a n d  GU~#~H~~)I~L’Q  i n  t h e  developmorrt  o f
oxotlc Erl;it cropo. T w o  other  projecte  are beins  approv@dr aquaculture totally
of Lebanon@  r4hr imps, rind  rehtabilitation  of f iblhor i@e  and CXWiPment. The
aPproxitnat@  t(>ttil 1:ar  khor-re  p r o  jecta, which have boon auprovod  or et8 trwtlittt~a
approval ,  in $US  H90,OOO.

/, . . .
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(b) FAO/UNDP proqramme

Pour FAO/UNDP project8  are currently operational and concern the
follouinq dieciplineel restorat ion of the national  hydrometric department,
improvement of olive cult,ivetion, animal health, and protected crops. All
these project8  will reach their term at  tho end of December 1986.  At  the
request of the Government, however, three of the projocta are to be extended
for two years. The total for this proqramme for tho year 1986 ie, $US 203,921.

(c) Trust Fund proqranune

This proqramme concerns the proviaion of equipment  to strengthen  the
operat ional  and technical capaci ty  o f  the Ministry of Ayriculture. Thif’
assis tance amounts  to $US 1,714,600.

(8)  Raqional  p r o j e c t s

Lebanon benefits from. the activities of cer ta in  reclonal  projects based
either in Lebanon (production of selected eeede)  or abroad in the form of
fellowehip holders participating in seminars or consultations. Deepite  the
event8 that  prevailed during the firet  six montha, the act iv i t ies of the PA0
office have cont inued normally. I t  should be noted that  the FA0 office has
had to take charge  of the administrative management and technical supervision
of all the above-mentioned projecte  because international experts have been
evacuated.

United Nations Children’s Fund

25. Basic services programmea  under  way or planned include inter alia a proqrsmme
aimed at  immunizing all children up to five years of age against  the six children’s
imorunizable disoases  and beqinninq  in 1986 with the  vaccinat ion of  50,000 children1
the training of and service delivery to f ield workers for  growth  monitoring, ora l
rehydrat ion, breast  f e e d i n g ,  immunization, female education and family plannina,
aoeietance  t o  the Government in its effort8 to revise the  Health Education
Curriculum of the public primary schools; providing  recreat ional  and educat ional
activities for childron  affected by war , with the active participation of the
community. The estimated budget for these programmes is $US 251,500.

26. In addition, a major now project developed jointly between  UNICEF and the
General  Directorate  of  Social  Affairs has been designed  to provide and consol idate
innovetivo  approaches  in  ouppcrt o f *family-based assistance to widowed mothers and
the i r  children”. The budget  al located for this  project  is  approximately
$US 1 300,000 to be spent in 1986 and 1987.

27. The proqrammes  of reconstruction mounted by UNICEF have continued eince  1981.
A programme sponsored by the Council for Development and Reconstruction anl:  UNICEF
for the reconstruction of  Lebanon (LL  150 million) is bein!+ completed.  Between
June 1985 and June 1986, a total of 21 projects were completed for a cost of
LL 6.3 million. In June 1986, the implementation of 15 eimilar projects was under
way at a cost of LL 6.6 million.

/ . . .



28. During the period ootwoon July 1985 and July 1986, OF  projoot#  funded by the
appeal of  UNICEF  in 1 9 8 2 ,  3 1  WBCB  completed  at B coot 04 $ua  1 . 9  m i l l i o n . ‘Phoeo
included health projecta, water projecte,  e&cation  projects and community
eelf-help pro jec t s . Seventy-oeven  similar projects were under implementation,
bidding and otudy  a t  8 coat of  $UU  6.6 million.

29. In 1986, 4 new work plan “X” wae  elebooatej,  including o n l y  project8  f o r  the
rehabi l i ta t ion  of  10 water  oupply eyetems all  over L&anon,  mrrinly the  war-affoctod
area8 in the middle and northarn  ports  of the country. T h e  t o t a l  fund8  f o r  thisl
work plan of 114  projects amounted to $US 5.6 million donated by the United Statea
&Wncy for International Dovelapnent (USAID)  (&IS  4 million),  Canada ($US  729 ,927)
and Australia ($US  897,200). The proqreso  of the  work to  Yune  1986 indicates  that
44 projoctti  w@re completed for 8US 6.1 million, 22 projects were under
implementation for $US 1 .l million, and 45 prajecta  were undeti  bidding, Btudy  and
survey for $US 1.9 million. It 18  projected that the work plan ahould be completed
by June 1987.

United Netione  Development Proqremma

30. During the pafit year, the delivery of proqrammod  L,.,DP  technical  co-operat ion
sctivitieo continued to be  advereo’iy  affected by the precar ious  eecurity
ei tuation. As a coneequence,  several odjuetmento in t!ho  execution of projectst  had
to be made in order to achieve a realist ic  level  of  fmplementation.

31. Despite thoee conetrointe , the execution of Borne  of the UNDP proqrommea
continued. Undor the preeont Indicative Planning Figure cycle (1982-19861,  actual
expenditurea during 1985 were equivalent to $U!3  625,000 aqeinot  the IPF, and
$uS 61,000 Prom qovernmont  coat-sharing. The ai!thorizod  budqet  level  for  1986 wau
eet a t  $US 750 ,000  nince the rate of  del ivery of  UNDP end  agency  inpute  was likely
to follow the oame t rend oe in  1985.

32. UNDP op4?rationol  p ro jec t s  during 1985/86  included octivitiea for the
improvement of agricultural productivity8 animal health earvicon)  heal th laboratory
eerviceor  ao well  08  a  number  OP  Pollowohip programmoo  roloted  to civil av ia t ion
and other development noedo.

World Yood  Programme

33. WFP  heo  traditionally rondorod  important oooietonce  to Lebanon in o variety of
projec  to. Durinq 1986, three development projectn  were operational. Theee
included a  eocially-oriented programme to reduce malnutrition amona  children
thrsuqh 4 basic  die t  feedinu programmer an integrated  development  project  in the
Lebenaeo  mountain area0  directed towardo  the improvement of the economic and social
conditiona of the rural  populationr  and  6 p ro jec t  geared towards  the  rehabili tation
a n d  tuvivul o f  t h e  s i l k  fnduatry. W F P  aatimeteu  that  the werow!  year ly  armunt
committed to thoee thrua developmental  projmte in  approximately $US 3,715,OOO.

World Health Oryanization

34. The aoeistance  of the  World Health Oroenizetion  to  kbenon  for 1986 fell
within the  planned prouremmes  of  WHO 48 described  in the regular budget approved
for the country and which omountud  to SOS  294,900. Such aouiatanca  focuoed  ant
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(a) health  eyoteme  infrastructure) (b) hasikh  ocionce and tochnolooy - health
promotion and care) and (c) health science and tochnoloqy - diooaae  prevention and
control . In addition, the Director-Genural uf WHO haa allocated the sum of
$US  20,000 from the Director-General’s  development programme for the procurement of
priority druqe.

IV. CONCLUSION

35. It ehould be &reseed  that United Nations organieations  have continual in
their  efforts to render aoeiutence to Lebanon notwithatandinq the untoward
oituetion affecting security. At the same time, the full economic and sociel
recovery  of Lebanese eociety  will depend in a large moaob?e  on the ceosation of the
hoetiiitias  which at present are unfortunately continuing.

36. Despite the situation confronting Lebanon, t h e r e  ore oome  pooitiva eiane,
within various eectora of the economy which augur well  for eventual recovery. It
in therefore hoped thrrt the coming montha will bring an improvement in the security
eituation,  at least to the extent that (a) more international staff will be able to
return to their aeeignmunte~  and (b) donor countrieo will resume much needed
contributions. In thie connection, the Secretary-General and the United Nations
oyetem  wil l ,  to  the extent  poesible,  cont inue and intens i fy  the  effort6  to  mobilise
all possible aeeistance to help the Government in ito programme  of reconetruction
and dovolopnent.

v Official Records of the General Aaeombly, Forky-firet  Soeeion, Supploment
No. 13 (A/41/13).


