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INIRODUCTION

l.PursuanttoGeneralAssemblyresolutj'on36/L66of*L6Decenberl9Sl,areport
of the secretary-Generar ""- 

til. Lan""ge of information on banned hazardoua

chemicats and unsafe pharnaceuticaL products (A/3s/Lgo-E/r983/ 67, vas submitted to
the Assenbly at rts tnlrty-er'ghth se6sion, through the Dcononic and 

=ialcouncrl. That report surmarized the etQerierrct lt uo'o"t states in the exchange of

rntornation on banned hazardous chenicals and unsafe Pharnaceuti'cals . 
through

existing i.ntorrnatron systens. It also contained i'nformation corEerning tne

facrlitj.es avallabJ.e 1n the united Nati'ona sy6tem for' the international exchange ot

infornatron' as ne]-l as a descriPtion of the trork being undertaken by the

organtzatlons of the systen inlto.lved in thrs area to develq) aources of infornation

on those substancesr rrhrch nrght be ot use to goverrulental authorities seei(rng

international advice on sPeci;ic problems' The rePort noted that- one^question

whlcn renalneq unansvered was hthether countries baq an aoeguate rnflastructure to

controL the irnport of tho€e substances and if they.did' Yl"t!": -:::l--^^
rntrastructures were p";-;; ;;": Another ot the aiftrcurtres confronted tty

countrj.es regarding the exchange of infornatio,n on banned hazardous chemicals and

unsate pbarnaceutlcal ptodu"t"-*at the lack of consistent Product infornatron on

those products and the Problen of mlsrepresented products'

2. The General Asasnblyf in resolutlon 38'1149 ot 19 Decenber 1983t took note of

the above-mentionea repoii atta, in paragraph I of the resolutlon' requested the

secretary-Generar to subnlt to it at its thlrty-ntnth ses8ion' through the l;cononrc

and social courEil' u ..p"tt-"n-the o<change oi inforrnation on banned hazardous

chenicals and unsafe pharnaceutical product8r id;ntrfylng elements for Possibre

further work in that area in regard lo the needs ard capabilities of developing

countrles to fionr.tor and control thoae substances in the 1lght of the relevant

observations in the report of the sec retary-General (A/35/L90-E/L983/671 ' rn

paragraPh 7 of the ""te-.e.oiuti'on, 
the AB;€mbIy requeated the secretary-General to

subnit to it at its thirty-ninth sesalon " "poit 
ott ttt" itpft*entation of Asaenbly

resolution 37 /L37 of rz uicernler 1982' including the consolidated Ilst.of products

vrhose consurption and,/or sale had b€en banned r witMrawnr severely reatricted or'
j.n the case of pharrnaceut icals, not aPproved b'y Governments'

3. The question of exchange of infornation on chenlcals and Phartnaceuticals is
extreme.Ly comPfex, inrroj-uini both tbe Production ard the handling and use of those

products, nearly aU of tthi;h have Prescribed exPoaure limits' Governments have to
assess the b€nefrts to be garned fron the uae et Potentially dangeroug producEs

under }eal. condr't]'ons and also to conaider the need for Production controls and

unport reguJ.atrons' as ner]. as such tactors as Packaging ind 1abe11in9' They need

to exchange intornatlon, inter alra, on ottrcial regulatory 
. 
neasures-taken with

regard to specMc proaucEElE6lEr t i'c ular uset atti con<iitions of use of specrfrc

products' and the adnrnirtrative and legal frameworks establlEtEd for deating htlth

those products.

4. A revien of activlties concerning different asPects of the exchang€ of

intornatr.on on tnose products unoertaten by internatronar organizatlons both wrthrn

and outside the united Nations system reveals a great 
'livereitY 

in the tyPes ot
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actions carried out. They can, none the less, be grouped according to therr
relationshiP to three princrPal tunctlonal categories: (a) the establlghment and

naintenarFe of, nechani$ns for the exchange of informationt (b) the developrEnt of
gulcling instruments for the exchange of informationi and (c) the preParation ot
technlcal infornation. ALthough any grven acEivlty nay be related tunctronally to
Fore than one category, it htL].l normally be ass@tated prirnarrly wtth a single
funccron. The first category, mechanrsns for exchange o! information, covers aI1
those cases in whi.ch there is an established system for the exchange of
infornatlon. l'we subcategorles are (a) syetens for the exchange of information and
(b) exPert meetings (worklng grol4)s, workshops, ahd Panels and conmrttees of
experts' for exanPLe) whrch have been instrurEntar Ln the estabu'shlEnt of euch

systems or in their further development. The secord category colters those elements
whrch are the guiding instrunents for the exchange of infornation, and rncludes
(a) Po1icy rneasures whrch have been aPproved by governrng and legrslatrve bodlea of
organtzatrons and whrch egtabl.ish, orient or gurde tbe creation and evoJ'ution of an

exchange of information (resolutions, recomnehdationa ' Principles, agreementa,
ayatem guldelines) and (b) qrecific, nore delailed iq)lenEntation neasures (codes,
standards, classif ications, noti.ficalion and certifrcation schemes) of a technical
nature nhlch are used to carry out policy througtl nornative (for exa4)le, codes) or
procedural (for exatrPle, hotification schemes) neana. The last category comPrlses
the basic technical inforn.'tion input which nay be further suHivided as
(a) reference doculents ( including product registers, lista and inventories'
glossaries, directories and colE)endia) and (b) miscellaneous technical docunents
rrhicb deal nlore nith the specific technical content of tbe information to be

exctEnged (technical data sheets and research reports, bul-Ietins, technical
guidelines on the manufacture, use and handling of the productg' ancl manual6) '

5. A conslderable nunber ot thoae actrvities have been initiated since the
thJ-rty-eigbth session of the General Assembly. Moreover, there are currentry
varroua proposa.Ls aimed at promoting irnProvement in the exchange of infornatron at
the international level. Accoral ing1y, it was felt that it would be usetul to
sub'nit rn the Present report an overaU revrew ot the action being taken or
proposed bry the various organizations. y

6. Attention rs particularly drarrn to a number of recent develoPnents of special
interest ]-n thl's context: the provisronal notLt rcatlon scheme for banned and

severely restricted chemicala proPosed by the Ad Hoc working Group of ExPerts for
the Exchange ot rnformatron on Potentiarly Harmful chenicals (in Particular
Pesticides) in Internatlonal Trade of the United Nations Envlronment
Prograrune (UNEP) (paras' 34-39 below), the draft gurdlng Principres berng developed
j.n th€ Organisation for Ilconomic Co-oPeratlon and Development (OECD) on the
e.change of intormatlon related to export of banned or severely restricted
chenicals (Paras. 74-78 bel.ow); the work of the Council of Europe rrith regard to
the sale of EuroPean pharmaceutical products in the countries o! the third rrorld
(Para. 83 below) t and the uork of the Organization of American States (OAS) urth
regard to the Preparation of a li6t of sub6tances banned or signif icantly
reitricted in the united states of Anerica (paras. 94-96 below) '
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7, In addition to information coLlected from the organizations of the United
Natlona systern, the present report dralrs on the nsurvey of progrannes and
activlties for the exchange ot infornation on potentially harmful chemicat s (in
partrcular pesti.cides) rn internationar traderr, prepared by uNEp for the first
meeting of the Ad Uoc Working Group of Er<pert6 for the Exchange of fnformation on
Potentiau-y HarnfuL Chenicals (in particular pesticides) in International Trade
(uNUP4rG.96,/3). The information provided ih the report on the activities of the
reg r::onal l ntergovernnental and nonTovernnental organizations focuses on nain
relevant devel-opments but is rlot interded to be exhaustive.

8. The intornation provi.ded for t.he report has been presented according to
organization, but i.t i6 supplemented, for the purpose of cross-organlzational
exahrnation, by the table J.n the annex beioh', lrhich groups organi zationsl
activities according to the three functional categories described above and
provrdes reterence to the paragraphs in nhtch the relevant text i.s located. The
Preseht report, together nith the one being prepared pursuant to paragraph 7 of
Generar Assehb.l-y reslution 3A/L49, i.s accordirgiy rntended to provrde coverrunents
h'ith a basis for considering what further action nay be reguired.

II. ACTIVITIES OF T}IE UNII$D NATIONA SYSTII'I OF ORGI\NI ZATIOT,IS

A. United liations

I. Department of International Economic and Socia1 Affairg

9. Purauant to Genera.l- A€senbry resolution 37/137, the secretary-ceneral of the
Unrted Nations, in co-operation yith the organizations of the Uniteal Natrons system
concerned, has prepared a consolidated List of products whose sonsuruption and,/or
sale have been banned, withdrarrn, severely restri.cted or, in the case of
pharnaceuticals, not approved by co\rernhehts. A first issue of the consolidated
lrst vras corpleted on 20 December 1983 and it rriLl be regularly updateal. A6
nentioned above, pur6uant to Assernbly resolution 3A,/L49, the Secretary-General nill
subrnit to the Assenbly at its thirty-ninth seasion a report on tbe lq)Ienentation
of Asaenbly resolution 37/137, including the consoL idated l.rst.

2. United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporatlons

10. The work of the Colnnl€sion on Tranenatlonal corporationa on the draft United
Nations Code of Corduct on TransnationaL (brporations rs relevant to the queatlon
of s(shange of infornation on potentj.ally harnful chenicals. The section ot the
dratt Code cotEerning environmental protection apecifles the intornation that
transnational corPorations ahould supply to the colEletent governmental autborities
regardlng prooucts rrhrch nay harm the enviroru!€nt. 2/
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11. Paragraph 42 ot the draft Code ot Conduct states that:
rrTransnatiohal c"orporations shall/should, in reepect of the products,
processes ano services they have introduced or propoae to introduce rn any
countryr aupply to the cotrp€tent authoritieg of that country on request or on
a reg u.l-ar baars, a€ specifred by theae authorities, all reLevant infornation
concerni.ng r

rcharac teri st icg of theBe producta, processea ard other activirles
inc.Luding e:perinEntal uses and related aspects nhrch nay barn the

' envlronnent and the measures and costs neces€ary to avoid or at least to
nlti.gate their harnful etfects t

"Prohlbltions, restrictions, warni.ngs and other public regulatory
tneasures rrposed in other countrres on grounds of protection of the
environment on theae producta, processe€ and servicea.i

L2. In paragraph 43, Ehe draft Coale also states that:
d?ransnational Corporations shaU,/should be re€pon61ve to requesta fron
Governrnents of the countriee 1n which they operate and be prepared where
approprrate to co-operate r'rttr internatlonal organizations in their efforta to
develoP and Pronote national and international standards for the protectlon of
the environment. rl

13. In L982, the Ad Ifoc Intergovernmental Working Groq) of Experts on
International stardards of Accounting and Reporting made recornmerdations regarolng
diEcLoaures to be nade by individual nenber enterprises of trananational
corPorations regarding tox ic or hazardous products whrch they nanufactured, aord or
li.censed. the worki.ng croup of Experte considered that, in the caae of each auch
Product of a tlanBnatronar corporation, the indlvr.duar nember enterprise should
drsclose, a!trorg other things, conpany policies and standards adopted for the
Protection ot healEh ahd the envr ronnebt tor the transport and storage of the
product, and for safe rdaste di,aposal, known exrating gover nent reatrictions and
colnpany sources tor turther informatron (see E/C.L0/L992,/8, annex III,paras. 304-305).

14. In addition, the unlted Nations centre on Transnational c.orporations provided
tntornatron on nanea of nanufacturers and trade nanes for irf,Iusion in the
consoli.dated list (6ee para. 9 above) ahd rrr'll continue to co-q)erate in proviating
infornation for future updates.

3. Ulited latiohs Conference on Trade and Development

15. rhe united Nations @nference on Trade and DeveLopment (uNcrAD) has organised
r€gional rprkshops on trade and technology poricies i.n the pharnaceutical sestor,for tlre caribb€an and for French-speaking Africa. rhe actlon programre of the
sorkahop held at Abidjan in 198L, in particular, Etressed the urgency of draftlng
an rnternatiohal instrument that rDurd take account of the interestg and specifi.c
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needs of developing countries in aIl areas relating to the Pharmaceutical sector
(prices, advertising, preurement, distribution, research and developrEnE'
i-naustriaf proPerty rights, tranafer and development of technoLogy etc') ' To that
end, the Participants lnvited i'nternational bodies, in Particular the World Health
Organization (lltsO) and UNCTAD ' to take the necessary steps for the formulation of a

code of conduct in the pharmaceutical gector.

16.- The Conference, at its sixth session, in reaolution I43 (VI) of
2 July 1983, :/ inter alia, noted the work carriecl out by UNCTAD in the field of
pharrnaceuticafs Ei?-6-e proposed participation of uNcTAD, together with the united
Nationa cordnission on Transnational oorPorations, the united Nationa Industrial
Developnent organization (UNIDo), the world Intellectual Property organizati'on
(WIPO) and the ltconomic and social comnission for Asia and th Pacif rc (LscAP), in
the project on the "Forrnulation ot approPriate strategies for facilitating
Pharnaceutrcal suPPU.es to the developing countries", for which WHO has been

aesignatea as lhe Iead agerEy by the Adninistrative com0ittee on co-ordination
(Acc) Task t'orce on science and Technology for DeveloPment, and requested the
secretary-General of tnlcTAD to rePort to the Trade and DeveloPment Board at its
twenty-eight session on the possible colJ.aboratron of UNCTAD with WHo in thia
6ector, particularly in the area of transfer of technology (see TD,/L'254) ' !/ T:})e

rSnference also requesEed the secretary-General of u!,tcTAu to report to the Trade

and Development Board, at its trrenty-eighth sessj.on, on Possible coll'aboration of
UM:TAD u!.th I{Ho in the pharnaceutical' €ector, Partlcullarly in the area ot transfer
of technology. I'he secre tary-G€nerar ot uNcl'AD presented a rePort (lD/B/982t to
the Trade and Developr€nt Board in Apr iJ. L984' The Board decided to renit that
report and a draft rEsolution entitled "Towards the technological transformation of
dev€Iopi.ng countries in the pharmaceuticaL sector " (TD/B/xx\IIII/sc ' VL' 2) to rts
twenty-ninth session for further consideration. In the draft re€olution the Board

$ould request tbe Secretary-General of UNCTAD to circulate to member Statesr for
their connents, the InternatlonaL Federation of Pharmaceutical l'!'anuf acturers
Associati.ons I Code of Marketing Practices in the Pharnaceutical Sector' and Eealth
Action International I s draft proposal for an international code on pharmaceuticals.

L7. The envlromnental Hork of uNIDo includes (a) investigation of vatel and air
poll"ution by to(ic chemicala stemning fron iDdustries, (b) recomnendations on
process changea or equipment required for the control of Pollution f,ron to:(ic
chenicats, (c) Preparation of guidelines r,h rch irclude to)( j'c chemicals occurrlng In
industrial processesr (d) preParation ot studie€ whj.ch include Preparedneas for
transport accidenta involvi.ng hazardoug ctrenical.s and (e) lrPlementation of
training programtres on industrial Pollution for officiala from develcping
countries. In particular, UNIDO has thus issued guidelines on the fornulation of
Pesticideaindevelopingcountries,inlgs3,9/andrelatedreglonalreportson
peatrcide use in Latin anerica, in 1980, and on a pestrcrde data collection syaten
for Asia and the Pacific, in 1983. llith regard to pbarmaceuticals, good

nanutacturing practj.cea, quality asaurance and safety form an integraf Part of the

Bharra4eutlcal projecte of t NIDO. ITNIDO ie alao ad\rgcating that the control of
uE)orted Pharmaceut icals stroulal b€ exercised with the same strictness as is the
case rith local prodtEtion of Pharnaceuticals.
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5. United Nqtlon6 Envitonll€nt Paoqra&ne

18. The corrern of UNEP with the world-rride envi.ronmental inpact of chenical
products dates back to the Action PIah for the Hunan Environnent of the United
Nations Confererce on the Human Environment, held at Stockholn fron 5 to
16 June L972r especiauy reconnerdation 2t on internatlonal programnes for
integrated pest control and reduction of the harnful effects of agro-ehenicala, and
reconnehdation 74 on an internati,onal regj.atry of data on chemicals in the
envlrodnenE. which rras to becone the Internatlonal Itegister of potentially To:. ic
chenicals ( Iru{rc) . 6,/

19. Since then, by decision 85 (V) of 25 May L9771 the coverni.ng Council of trNEp
urged Goverrunents rrto take steps to ensure that potentiauy harnful ch€nrcals, in
$hatever form or corunodity, shich are unacceptable for dotnestic purpoaes in the
exPorting country, are not pernitted to be eq)orted lvithout the knowledge and
consent of appropriate authorities in the inporting country,,. U By decLaion 6/4
of 24 l'ray 1978, the kiverning Council:

"1. AppeaLs to the c',ountries exporting potentially harmful chemicale, in
lthatever forn or connodity, to prevent the eq)ort of itens nhlch are
restricted, or not regiatered for uge, in the countries of origin unti.J. the
exPorting countries bave aecertained that the resulta of testa and evaluatlons
on the effects of theae chemicals on the health of peq)Le ard the environnent
(as vell as detailed instructlons in mutually agreed language€ for the safe
use of the6e products) have been provided to the degignated authoritles Ln the
reciPient countries, ao a6 to nake it possible tor these authorities to tnake
fully infortned decisions on the import and utilization ot the productsi

tt2. Further appeals to the covernnents ot recipient countriea to take
appropriate rneasures to strengthen the capabllitieE of the authorities
designated to rnake the decisions reterred to in paragraph I above,

"3. Calls upon the (bvernrnenta of both exporttng and recipient countries to
institute adequate nonj.torlbg, evaLuative and protective neasures in this
regard". !1

20. In addition to the activities carried out under the IRPtrc prog rarEne and tho6e
of the Ad Hoc Working Group of ltr<perts for the lxchange of Informatlon on
Potentially HarnfuL Chemicals (in particular pesticidea) 1n Ineernational Trade,
convened pur€uaht to UNEP Governing Couhcil dectsions 10/2I and LO/24 ot
3I !,tay 1982 and LV7 ot 24 May L953, Z/ menti.on should be macte ot the IRPTC
International Referral Systen (INFOnJRIIA) Directory ot Informatlon Sources on
Chemical Safety and the reports and guldelinea of the UtGt Industry alld Envirorment
Office, eePecially the 1982 guidelines on risk rnanagelFnt and accident prevention
in the chenical industry'r.

(a) UMP./International Regi€ter of lrotentially To.ic Chenicala

2L. In subparagraph (e) of recornnendatlon 74, the Unlted Natione Conference on the
Hunan Environment r€comended that
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"the Secre tary-General, drawing on the resources of the entlre United Nations
syatem and wi.th the actj.ve suPport ot GovertuEnt6 ancl aPpropriate scientific
and other internatlonal bodies ... deveLop ptans for an International Regl6try
of Data on Chenicals In the Envirorulent based on a coll€ction of avarlable
scienti,fic data on the environmental behiviour of the most ilPortant nan-made
chenicals and containing Production flgures ot the PotentiaUy nost harnful
chemicala, together lrith their pathways fron factory via utilization to
uLtinate diq)osal or recirculation'. L!.,/

22. The coverning Council of UNEP, in its decision 29 (III) ot 2 May 1975.
authorized the b.€cutive Director of UNEP Co establish a progranrne activity centre
for the International Register of Poteneially Toxic chenica.Ls, to aerve as an
eas€ntiaL tool in optinizing the use of chenicala for human weu-being and at the
aane tine to provlde a global early warning systen of undeslrable environnental
side eftects. !!!/

23. At ita fourth session, in j.ts deciaj.on 63 (Iv) of 13 April 1976' the Governing
Courrcil decrded that the ft€gi.ster shouLd be a colPonent ot ltarth$atch, the global
envirormebtal assessroent prograNne of UNEP. !3/ Earthsatch consiats of four
coq)onents, namely r evaLuation and revierr, research, npnitoring, and infornatron
exchange. The Register, alorg with INFCIIURRA for sources ot environmental
j.ntornationr torms the infornation exchange conPonent of Earthnatch. The keglster
has close U.nks r'rth all the agerEiea and bodles nentioned in the Present report,
as wetl as rritn infornation net$orks reg rona.Lly and nationally, industry, arld uith
non-governmental organizations dealing with envirobmental Problens and groq)ings
dearing with chemrcals that are the cause of concern.

24. The R€gisterrs objeqEives are the following s

(a) To facilitate access co existing data on the effects of chenicals on natl
and his envirorment and thereby to contribute to a nore effici.ent use of national
and international resources avallable for the evaluation of effects of chemicala
ard their control t

(b) On the basis of information in the Register, to identify inPortant gaps
ln the existing knowledge of the effects of chemicals and to calf attention to the
need for research to f,ill those gapst

(c) To identify or help to identify potentlal hazards fron cher[ica]6 ard to
i.fi{,rove the awareness of such hazardst

(d) To provide infornation on national, regional and global Policiee'
regulatory measures and etardards and recorunendations for the controL of
potentially tan ic chemicals.

25. The strategy to neet those objectives involves the follouing activiti.es:

(a) Lenderlng the Progranne Activity Centre of IIiPI: capable ot handling data
and ansser ing question8,
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(b) Involving correspondents designated at the nationalt regional and
sectoral teveLs in the oPerations bf IRPrc,

(c) Building a netvtork of Participating data systens, which nay nake their
tiles available to the Prograrune Activity centre of IRPIC for incorPoration in its
centfal data files, or nay respond directl'y to users' queriesi

(d) Developing and continuously updating coulpute r i zed central data files,

(e) PubLishing selected infornatj'on on che!0rcals.

26. rn its decision 6/3 B of 24 l"iay ]978, the (bverning council called uPon the
ID(ecutive Director of UNEP to ensure that IRiP1{: would facilitate access to
avartable infornationi urged hin to intensrfy hrs etforts to rncrease the number of
natronal correspondents' to hold workshops to fanrllarize developrng countrres with
the use of the Registeri and requested him to grve priority to Providing countries
rnth rnformation on legal and administrative limi.tations, bans and regulatlons on
potenti.ally to:( ic chemicals. Menb€r states were also requested to assist the
L:(ecutive Director by alPointing nationaL corresPoMents of the Register and to
inprove their national rnechanisrns in tern6 of Personnel, faciliti'es and

organization so as to enhance the capability oi IRP'IC to tulfll its task
efficiently and effectlvety. U
27. The main operations of IRPTC invol-ve the collection, validation, processlng
and storage of information on chemicals and its dissenination Lhrough a regularly
published 4f9!i.!., through data Prof iles f or chemicals, and through the
preparation of a query-response service and other means.

2a. Those data proflLes for chemicals provide the information necessary to
evaluate the potential hazards posecl by chemicals to tbe health ot rnan and to hi6
environnent, or indicate the absence of such information in publicly available
literature. They are prepared by IRPTTC mainly for the use of tho6e resPonsible for
protecting bunan health and the environment from the noxious effects of chernicals.
The data prof iles contain infornation on, ]4g-g!!g, product j.on and use, pathHays

into the environment, corEentrations and transfornation in the enviroffnent,
chernbioklnetic s, to:aicity to nannals and narn, effects on non-hanmalian organl$la
and plants, treatment of poi.sonrng r waste nanagement, and national anci

international recornnendat ions and regulations for the control of chemicals in the
air, water r drinking water ' wastes, soil, food and beverages, and consumer good6 '
so tar, over 400 conputerized data profiles on chemicals of international
slgniflcance have been prepared and are available on request, rvhrle an additional
lO0 profiles are in an advance stage of operatron.

29. I€gal files ror chemlcals furnished by IItPTc i.n resPonse to the reguest of the
Groverni ng Counc il, of INUP rn its clecision 5/3 ll that priority should tre given to
proviaing countries with infornation on fegal and administrative linitatiohs, banE

andregulationsplacedonPotentiallytor(icchemicalsintheProducihgcountries'
are of particular interest in the context of the present report' In 1983' IRP|llC

published a colPendium of national and international recomlendations and
?egulations for- the control of chemicals in air, nater, soll, food. beverages,
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consuner goods, and wastes, which contains data on 450 chenicals frorn 12 countries
and slx rnterhatronal organizations. J.4./

30. The International Register has been designed to operate on the basis of
network arrangenents for rnformatlon excharEe, and on the developnent of central
filea on chemicals. From the start of j,ts activities. the identit'icatioh ot
Pote-htra1 network partners and the ilplenentation of effectj.ve collaboratioh has
been a priority task for the Register. rt has estabrlshed contacts and rcrking
relatiohshlps nith several United Nations agencies and hies, inforlEtion netrrorks
and governmental and non-goverrunental organiuations dealing with the control of
chemj.cal hazards. fRFTC co-operates cLosely with the IhternatlonaL Programme on
chenicar safety (rPcs) (see para. 66 b€lou) and serves as a Lead institution to the
Progranune for collection' storage and disEeminatj.on of data on chemicals which have
been selected for risk evaluation.

31. A network of 107 correspondents for IRPIC at the national level has been built
up through appointnent by 98 coverrunents. Those correspondents play an inportant
role in the operation of I&PTC by providing information on nehr or planned
Iegislation to control chemicals, nehrly prepared regulations and reconuErdations
regardrng chemicala, new addj.tj.onal Atudies on chemicals causing corEern, and
reports on accidents and ircidents involving chenica.Ls that have led to off icial
inquiries. They arso give advice on experEise rerevant to rRprc availab.Le in ttte
country and distrj.bute infornation !.rrocessed and published by it. IRPTC assistg in
estabJ.lshrng nabional regtsters, in obtarnrng available information on chemicals,
and rn special tra j,ning, where necessary, in order to provide a better
understanding of I&PTC data presentation.

32. A regular BuUetin is pubtj.shed by IRPTC in &rglish, French, Russian and
Spanish and is widety disseminated through its gLobal netnork. The BuUetin
reporta on new or proposed legralation and regulatrons on chemtcafs,lffi-
dlscovered hazards or other nens on chemicaLs. and on the work of rRprc and other
lnternationaL and national organizati.ohs ln the field of chemical safety. In
addition, at the request of the (bverning Councit of tMJp, in rts decision 9/6 ot
25 May 1981, fy a list of environmentally dangerous chenical €ubstances and
processes of gLobar si.gnificance was prepared, sone of which are rerevant to the
Present report, such as, for ihstance, peseicides,

33. Since it6 eatabl.ishnent in l,rarch 1926, IRPTC has respoMed to queries on
chemrcals using its orin central files, and several other colputerized bj.bllographtc
filear as weII as handbooks and other refererrce works, criteria documents, reviews
and regulations. Where nec€ssary, it has sought the assistance of WHO, the
Interhational Occr4)ational Safety and Eealth Infornation Centre of the
rnternational r.abour organisatton (rro) and national correapondents. eueries have
been received fron the united Nations, coverrunents, induatry and lndlviduala. They
have rar€ed frqn questions on general to:(icity infornation to questions on
reguratory neasurea for Bpecific chemlcals in various envirorunental Dedia from
seLected countries. At present an average of five queries a week are recelved tn
IRPTC, frequently covering nore than one chenical at a tlne.
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34. The first session of the Ad Hoc vlorking croup of ExPerts, convened pursuant to
uNEP. coverning courrcil aec I sioil-I672l. Lo/24 ad LI/1. was held in the Netherlands
from 26 to 30 lqarch 1984. The partrcipants considered dratt guidelines for the
exchange ot informatign on trade and rnanag ement of potenti'alJ'y harnful chemicalE in
particular pestic ldes ' (UNEPAG. 9 6,/4) . The neeting conPleted a flrat readinq of the

draft guidelines and reconunended that furtber r,ork be undertaken to revise tne
guidelines i.n the tight of the connents nade during the discussron and on the basis
of those el-ements on whrch consensus has been reached' It was generaLly agreed

that the guidelrnes sbould not apPly to narcotic and PsychotroPrc drugs and

radloactlve nateriaLs. tlorrever, no agreenent ldas reacheq regarding other
exetnptions.

35. As a result of its tleliberations, the working GrouP recorunended that the
trx€cutrve Dlrector of UNEP should subnit to the Gbvernrng counciJ. for possj.bLe

aclaptron at its twelfth sessron in l4ay 1984, a provisronal notiflcation scheme for
banned and severel"y restrrcted chernicals. The stated purpose of the notrfrcatlon
scheme i6' to provi-e experierre with notificatlons t{hich Fould assist the 4fLEgg
florklhg GrouP in i.ts future uork.

36. The proposed scheme states that when the conpetent authorities in a country
have taken control action to ban or severely restrict the use or hardling of a

chenical in order to Protect hunan health or the environment domestically or to
refuae a required authorization for ProPosed first-trne use of the chemi'caL

donesticalli, based upon a decision that such use wouLd endanger human health or
the environrnent, they should notify directly or indirectly the designated national
authorities in olher countrles of the action taken in order to give their coq)etent
authorities the oPportunity to assess the risks associated with the chernicals and

to nake tinely and- informed decisions thereon, taking into account local
€nviromlental, Public health, economic and administrative conditions' The minimum

tnfornatj.on to be Provided for this purPose should be:

(a) The chemical' idencif icatiovsPecif icationi

(b) A sunmary of the control action taken and of the reasons for it' If the

control actlon bana or restricts certain uses but alloris other uses' such

intornration should be inc luded t

(c) The fact that additional information is available, and the indication ot
the contact pornt in the country of exPort to t'rh Lch a request for further
information should be addressed.

37. viith regard to the exPor t of a banned or severely restricted chenical' the

ProPoaed schene states that the country of export should ensure that necessary
steps are tal(en to Provide the designated national authority of the inporting
country wiCh re]evant infornation. The scheme suggests that the minlmul
information to be Provided for this Purpose should be3
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(a) A copy of, or reference to, the int'ornation provided at the titne of the
notlf ication of control actioni

(b) Indication that an export of the chenical concerned is expected or about
to occur.

38. The proposed scheme further suggeata that notifications regarding control
actron should be provided as soon aa practicable after tbe control action is taken
and should nornally be addrea€ed to the desighated national authorj.ty i.n the
i4)orting country vrrth a copy or suntrary to IItpIc. Alternatively, they could be
addressed to IRPTC for translission to deEignated national authorities. The
rnfornation contained in such notlfications is to be forwarded by IRPTC to the
Unlted Nations secretariat. Infornation regarding exports stpuld be provided by
the country of export at the ti.ne ot the first export following the control acbj,on
anal stpuld recur in the case of any significant development of new infornation or
conditions surrounding the control action. It is the intention that, i.n so far as
possible, the infornation should be provlded prior to export.

39, The Ad Hoc Working croup recottr[ended continuous consultations and
collaboration uith other United Nationa bodies and specialized agencies in the
PreParation and further etaboration ot draft guidelines. subject to auchorization
by the coverning council, a 6econd session of the gL@ working croup is scheduled
early in 1985.

E. International Labour Organlsatlon

40. The International Labour Organisation has a long hi.story of activities and
Progranmes on lorker safety and rndustri.al chemicals. The ILO Conterence adoPted,
j.n 19L9, reconnefrdations on lead poisohihg ahd rrhite phosphorus and, in L92I, a
convehtion on rrhite lead. More recently, the Conference adopted a number of
internatronal lnstrunents concerning the protection of rcrkers against chenical
hazards, nanely, convention No. 136 and reco uDendation No, 144, in J.971-, concernlng
the protection against hazards of poisoning arising fron benzenei convention
No, i39 and reconnendation No. I47, in 1974, corEerni.ng the prevention and control
of occupational hazards caused by carcinogenic substances and agents, convention
No. 148 and reconrnendation No. 156, in 1977, concerning the protectton of workers
against occl4)ational hazarda in the working environnent due to air pollutlon, noise
and vibrati.on. The ongoing IIO progrann€ on toxrc chemrcals and gq)osure Llnits
includes the negotlation of codes of practice such as, for instance, on
@cuPational exposure to airborne td(ic substances harnful to health. The II.o
co|rpeld iun of occupational. exposure linits for airborne toxic substances hrill be
updated at regular intervals, for which IIp has jolned forces $rith IRI{rc.

4I. The International Occl4)ational Safety and Health Hazard Alert Systen rras
established in 1978 as part of the IIp International Progranme for the Inprovenent
of Working Corxal i t ions and Envirorunent. Its purpose is to diss€minate rapidly,
through a norld-wide network of degrgnated bodies j.h fipre than IOO countrj.es,
sclentific and technical infornation on nerly discovered or suspected occupational
hazards and possibly on nenly developed nethods of prevention or protection. It
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enables a country to issue an alert or request infornFti.on on safety and health
hazarda that are fourd to be increa€ing. Three types ot cornmunicationg may thus be
circulated in the gystenS alerts relatlhg to hazards which are confirned,
described in detail and rrel1 documented t infornation concerning evidence of the
e:(istence of an occupational hazard that is not yet fully documentedi and request€
for infornation regarding a process or the use of a chet0ical gubstance susPected of,
Preeenting an occupational hazard on rhich tlpre information is requrred.

12. Itequeata tor pubu.ahed sources of information can b€ addressed to the ILO
International OccupationaJ. Safety and Health Infornation Centre (CIS), a
corq)uterized data recrieval €ystem eetabl,ished in 1959. The centre provides
abstracts in EngLiah and !'rench tron a data base currently containing nore than
20,000 deuments, incLudlng infornation regarding potential risks a6sociated Ltith
specit rc chemicala and regulatory actron taken on them in najor industrlalized
countrres.

c. Food and Aqriculture organization ot the United Nations

43. The rrork of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

in thj.s tielo is eq)eciauy related to the judicious use of Pestlcldes in
accordance wieh good agricultural practlce and takes into accouht the Potential
hazards posed by the uae of pesticrdes. t'Ao prografloea and activities generally
aleal vJith a wide range of potentially harnful chetnicals in internatlonaL trade,
including pesticidea, ferlilizers, veterinary products, food additivesr food
ProceEaing aids etc. the focus of attention slnce the early 1950s, fron a Point of
view of transport, handling and use, has been on aninal and plant Protection
prodtEts' as a key input for agricultural prodlrction.

44. Recognizing the possible hazards which night result from the ktideapread use of
highly potent chemicals, the rnajor objective of, 8AO in setting up its programne on
Pesticides t,as to ensure €afety in both distributi.on and use. Over the past
20 years, as executing agency, FAo has many field develoPment projects related to
training in safe and efflcient altJlicatlon practices and in monitoring of
residues. !4any of those projects have incl.uded support for the €etting up of
laboratorJ.esr for the Provislon o! equipment and for the training of operatlves and
of Iaboratory technician€. The increasihg enphasis on the study and managetlent of
peats in therr natural envi.roru0ent, nith consequently decreased reliance on
chemical pesticldes, has contributed to the overall objectives.

45. In addition to the pol-icy guidance provided by the FAo Comnittee of lxPerts on
Pest Control (fortnerly the Cornmittee of Experts on Pestlcides rn Agriculture,
establiahed rn 1,962), the FAo Prant Protectlon Servlce Provides secretariat
servlcea for four expert panels rneeting on various aspects of pestici.de usage,
incJ.uorng therr utrlrzation in integrated pest control. The !'AO Panel of Uxperts
oh l€gticide Residue€ in Food and the Envirorunent meets jointly wlth the WHO EJq)ert
Comittee oll Pesticide l€sr.dues, providrng the basis for the establrshnEnl of
acceptable daily intakes and rnax imun residue linits in i.nterhationally traded food
products as adopted by the ,Ioint FAo^{HO Codex Alinentarj.us Commission.



A/ 39/290
E/L954/L2o
Eng Iish
Page 16

46. The FAO PaneL of Experts on Peatlcide SPecifications, Regrstration
Requirenents and Application stardards (tornerty the v{orking Party of E:q)erts on
official controL of Pesticides, eatablrshed in 1963) formulated guidelines for
legislation colEerning the registration for sale and lErketing of Pesticides, ln
1969, jointly with WHo, and a nodel acheDe for the establisbnent of nationar
organlzationa for the officral control ot Pestrcldes, in 1970 (reviged guidelines
are in pteparatlon). The Panel of Experts also prePared a manual on the uae of FAo
specifrcations tor Plant Protection products, in 1971 and, in co-oPeration rcith
WHo, developed specifications for nore than 200 technical grade Pesticides and over
600 torrnulations thereof. The Panel al6o assisted in the organization of two
Government conaultatlona on Internatlonal garnpnization of Pesticide Registration
Requirements, in I97? anat 1982, and E4)ert Consultations on EnvironlEntal Criteria
for Registration of Pesticides, in 1979 and 1981.

47. The second Governnent consultation, held ln ltome from tl to 15 october 1982,
erdorsed new FAo gulalelines on good labelling practice for pestlcides, ProPosd the
further developnent of guidelinea for the packaglng and storage of Pesticldes and
guidance on the diaposal- of surpLuB pegticldeG and pesticide containers, and
recornn€nded that the Di rector-General of FAo, in consultation wlth the aPPropriate
United Nationa organizations and bodies and international organizations outslde the
United Nations gystem, draft a code of conduct on the distribution and use of
pestlcides. such a code is now ln preparation and will be subcuitted to @verrunehts
for review in 1984. Article IO of the draft co<ie ProPosea the following provisions
on j,ntormation e:(change:

'I0.1 When a pesticider the sale ot which has been Prohibited or aeverely
restrrcted in the country of origtn, i6 to be exported to another country, the
trader involvecl sbouLl inforn the authoritles in that country ot the
prohlbitions and restriction6 inPosed, and ahould fully infortl 6uch
authorlties, as well as handlers and users, as to the hazards Posed by the
Product and lrayE of bandu.ng, transPorting, uaing and disPosihg of the
pesticide ldhich rviU minlmlze health and environmental hazarda.

n10.2 wh€re an exporting country has taken control action to ban or s€verely
reatrrct the uae or handling of a peaticide ln order to protect health or the
envirorunent domestically, no oq)or t of euch P€sticid€ ehou1d take Place:

rr(a) reithout prior notlficatlon to the i4)orting country goverrunent
aalvising of the dolrpst ic regulatory status of the Pesticide and the
hazard which led to such restrictionst
n (b) vithout the e:(tr)licit con6ent of the iq)orting country.

110.3 The exporting country strould alao take the necessary 6teps to Provide
to the in{)ortlng country, at its request, additlonal available lnformation
whlch nould assist the illE)ortlng country in determining its need for carrying
out an envirorulEntal iryact aesessnent of such pesticides.

"10.4 The provision of such inforrnation by the exPorting country must take
lnto account protection of the conf,identiallty of data in the ilPorting
country.
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"10.5 The ilrE)ortlng country ahould establish internal' procedures for the

receipt anal hanalling of lnfornation from the orporting country'

n10.6 The inforDation received in tbe ilr['orting country' aa descrlbed in this
Article, should not be used in any manner which toouId be inconsiatent with the

provialons of the General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) n'

,r8. ?he .tolnt FAo^vHo codex Alinentarius comrnission alao serves as the
international food standard-setting body for the use of food additives and limits
on chemical contanlnants in fooal, on the uasis of reconneldations b!' the Joint
FAo,/VrHo Dxpert comlttee on Food Additives established in 1956' The comnittee

elaborates criteria (based on acceptable dally intake or, in the case of
contaminants such as heavy netals, on the Provisional tolerable weekly intake) for
theacceptanceoftoocladdltivesinrelationtosPeciflcfoodstandards'TheFood
eolicy ana Nutrj.tion Divlsion of 8AO provides technj'cal assistance to developing

countries for the irryLenentation of those limits in the national food EuPpIy '

49. The AnimaL Productlon and Hea1th Division ot !'l{O, within the frameeprk of the

Progran re for the Control ot African AnimaL TryPanosqolasis and Related

Developnent, Publishect reviews on insecticides and dI4)L j'cation equiPtneht for taetse
control and on the envlronnental uElac t of tsetse control operatlons' in 1977 and

1980, respectively. An ExPert @naultation on the Environnental InPact of Tsetse

Control was held in Rone t-iom 9 to 12 .Iune 1980. As Part of the nanagerial
structure of the prograflne, a Panel of Experts on the tbolog ical and l'echnical
Aspects of Tsetse Control is convened every ttro years'

50. The concern for the itlq)act on the envlrorunent ot' taetae control is reflected
in the high priority given io this sublect in seminars, riorkstpPs and training
courses. The uPact on non-target orginisms is routj'ne1y nonitored ln control
progralmes and research i.s supportecf to develoP lord-coat non-pollutant methods to
be incorPorated into integrated control systerns' Funds for research are also
provided- to noatify existiig methods of insecticide application uo decrease dosage

and to apPly the insecticide Yrith greater selectivity to the tsetse habitat' A

project has been inPlenented to stuay the fate and metabol i$tl of tryPanoc idal drugs

in order to use those conpounds nort effectively and economically and to deternine
the tevel of residuea in livestock products.

5I. The FAo rregisLation Branch conPiles and Publishes the texts of national lans'
lrrc].uding 1aws relating to the manufactur€ and use of agricultural' chemicals' in
its "Food ahd Agricuttural l,egislation' series, and Provides related technrcal
assistance to develoPing couniries. In 19?6 it Published a study on international
foodstandardsandnatlona]-lawsranditPlanstOprePareaconParatlvestudyon
pesticrde legislalion for the biennium 1984-1985, Idhich w111 corEentrate on

consumer protectron aspects, pesticiale bazards and international trade'

D. World Health organization

52. ahe worl.d Health Assernbly has fuuy recognized the need for efficient channels

of corEnunication between me$ber states on all issues bearing on the safety and
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efficacy of drugs noving in lnternational conurerce, includtng the standards bywhrch those criter.r.a are determined. The bastc fields of acaivity rEre tdentj.fied
i.n a_. resolution adq)ted by the World Health Assenbly in 1962 (frfAfs.4L), in rrhichthe Drrector-ceneral nas requested to stucly neana oi!

(a) lstabri€hlng minimutn basic requiremente and recoauaend ing atandard nethodEfor the clinicar ard phartnacorog icar evaruation of pharnaceutrcar preparatrons,

. (b) securrng regurar exchange of intormatl.n on the safety and efflcacy of
Pharmaceutical preparat lons,

(c) Securing proq)t trangnLsslon to nationat health authorlties of newinfornati.on on serious side-eft€cts of pharnEceutical preparations.
53. The world Hearth organizatlon has responded to this carl ancl to a serrea offurther 

- 
resolutions adopted by its governi;g bodies by issuing reports ofscrentifrc groups on the general principles of to:(icological iesting of drugs and,specitica],ly, on the assessrEnt of bio-availabllity, mutageniclty andcarcrnogenicity t by developing an internatlonal schene tor rnonitoring adverse 6rugreactionsi by devisir€ a certification schene on the QuaLity of pharnaceutical

ProdlEts l4oving in rnternational comnercet and by tran€mrtting to art nernDer statesdecisions taken by national authoritlea to h'ithdrahr or restrict the availability ofspecific drugs on grounds of safety.

l. The international drug npnitoring programe

54' For over a decade, t'ttto has foatered international collaboration in nonttorrngsuaPected adverse drug reactions. x'he prinary objectrve was to identify at theearl"iest possible noment the liability of a arrug to prodl*e undesirable effectsi{hich Here not detected during 1ts ctinical tri;rs, and it uaa aasuned ti.raE ap'cpulation of internationar dlrnensrona $ourd facilitate and accelerate thedetectron of serj.ous but relatively rare reactions.

55' The nutnber of actively participating countries has increased f,rom l0 to 25,and the nuinber ot adverae drug reactlons in che lnternational data base naw exceeos200,000; these are being aaldeal to at a rate of approxlmately 4ro0o per nonth.Although the vast majority of those reports ar. te""rved from countries wi.ch highryevolved drug regulatory authorities, aleveloplng councrrea also denonstrate anactlve rnterest in the scheme. The operacionar activities take prace at the wuocouaborating Centre for International Drug Monitoring at Uppsali, Sweden.}lo$ever, llHo retarns full responsibrlity for co-ordination of the programre,particrpatioh of national centres and diesetnination of infornatlon, inctudi.ngpublicatrons.
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2, W8O Certifrcation Schene on the Quality of Pharnaceuti.cal. Products
l4oving in International Cqnmerce

56. The wortd Health organization has long expresaed concern that drugs intended
for exSrort are not always subjected to the same qualrty controL prcedures aa those
Prod(Eed for the home narket. In this case, developing countries 1acking adequate
Iaboratory facilities for drug analysls are placed at a particular disadvantage.
To redresa thls unsatisfactory situatlon, wHo haa sought to extend and unlfy
Echenes already operated by the health authoritiee of sone exporting countrles, who
lEaue a certificate on request to forelgn inporters in respect of drugs that have
been subjected to statutory control.

57. The Certification Scheme on the euality of pharmaceutical product€ lrrovlng
ln International Comnerce was adopted in L975 in resolution WhA28.65, and
I07 countrieE bave nos agreed to participate through desrgnated national
authoritiea. The health authority of the e*porting country ia requrred to certity
on request nhether the nanufacturer has been tgund on inspection to collE ly nlth
defined Stardards of practice in the manufacture and quality control ot drugs.
In the caae of a product not authorized for sale or distribution in the exporting
country, the reasonE are oq)Ircitly staEed and, when relevant, grounds for ref,usal
of reg!.stration are diaclosed.

3. Druq i nfor!,ation

58. In 1963, the World Health Assenbly, in rts resol,ution wHAt6.36, requested
menber States to conmunrcate urnedrateiy to WHO any declsion to prohrbit or Lj.nit
the availabllity of a drug alreaaly in u8e, any decisron to retuse the approval of a
new drug and any approval for general- use of a new drug \rhen accorrpanied by
restrictlve provision€. A nutrDer of resolutions to rei.nforce that request have
been adopted subsequenELy, and the scope of WHO responsibility 1n this context was
broadened in 1975 with the adq)tlon of resolution IVrIA28.66 in which the
Drrector -General nas requestect, inter alia, to diaseninate to nember States
evaluated inforDatlon on drugs.

59. As a re€ult of Circular l€tter CL.27.I98I dated 30 Decernber 1981., menber
States were requested to nqninate a senlor official responslble for providing
technical advice on the safety and efficacy of drugs, to whom infornation received
by l{HO on such oatters couLd be sent. There are now sone I14 natlonal ninfornation
officersrr rho are the reciplenta of monthly tnallings detailing restrictive drug
regulatory decleions notified to the Organization, and rrho, in turn, furni,sh WUO
alirectly with lnformation on natlonal regulatory action concerning pharnaceutical
Productg. In this t ay, the WHO Drug Information Circular systetn has been extended
as a vehicle for the transfer of infornation on the safety and efficacy of drugs.
The nHO Drug Intornation tsuUetin provides an edited connentary on such decisions,
in which any cliffererEes in national vierq)oints can be contrasted and discussed.

60. On 17 fiay 1984, the horld HeaLth Assembty adopted resolution WhA37.33 j.n rrrhich
the Aasetnbly:
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'URGES l'lenber States:

'(I) to suPport the development and diasel0ination of unbiased and colE)lete
drug infornation ?

" (2) to collaborate in the o(change of infornation on the use and marketlng
of drugs through brtateral or multilateral Prograffnes and WHo'

'(3) to strengthen the national caPabL]r.ties of developlng countries in the
selecEron anq ProPer use ot drugs to rneet therr real needs and in local
production and quali'ty control, wherever feasrble, ot drugsi

" (4) to intensrfy action to intsroduce and lrnplenEnt comprehensi've and

ratronal drug Pol icies i

"REQUESTS the Director-General:

'(l) to continue to develop activities at national, regional and global
Ievels aining at the inprovement ot use ot drugs and of prescription practices
arld the Provision of unliased and conplete information about drugs to the

heal-th professl.on and the Publict

" (2) (a) to foster the exchange of information amonq Menber States on drugs

including regrstration and narketing Practicesi

" (b) to revlew the nachinery Uithin wHo concerning the dissenination of
unbiased informatron relevant to the apProPri'ate use of easential and other
drugsi and to introduce aPProPriate imProvements thereint

"(3) to arrarqe, in 1985' a rneeting ot e,q)erts ot the concerned Parties'
rnctudrng governments' Pharnaceutical industries' Patientsr and consuners I

organizations to drscus; the means and rnetbods co ensure ratronal use ot
drugs, in Particular through improved knowledge and flovt of information and to
discuss the role of rnarketing practtces in thls respectr esPecially an

develop ing countries,

" (4) to subutit a rePort on the results of th€ meeti'ng of experts and the

unplementation ot this resolutlon go the Thtrty-ninth world health Assetobly".

6I.ItshoufdalsobenentionedthattheThirdrnternationalconferehceofDrug
Regulatory Authorrtres, a! Hhrch the questron ot exchange of information on clrug

safety wj.ll be discussed, is to be held at Stockholn from Il to L4 June 1984'

4. The use of international non-proprietary names

for Pharmaceutical !)roducEs

62. In accordance with the Procedure for the Selecti.on of Recornmended

International NonProprretary Names for Pharmaceutical substances' WEO also
cirsulaEes Iists of Proposed international nonProprietary names (INN) ' requestrng
menber states to reconrnend nonProprretary nanles and to prevent the acquisition of
Proprretary rights in the name. 

t
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63. In 1973, the IiHO E:{ecutive Board asked the Director-General to take st€Ps to
deveiop a tentative classrficatlon ot pesticides that rculd dj,stingui.ah between the
n€rre and the less hazardous forms of each pegticide. A recomaerded classificatlon
of pesticides by hazard was f,irst acloPtecl by the World Health Asssnbfy in 1975,
underwent aeveral auccessige revisiohs and gained wtde international accePtance,
together nith the guialellbes to the use of the mP recorunended claasif ication of
pesticides by hazard. Revisions are prepared by the ExPert Connittee on Vector
Biotogy and Control (safe U€e of Pesticides).

54. ilointly with FAo, lifHo has also issued "pestictde data sheetsr for over
50 corq)ounds, Providing detaiLed and uPdated instructions on safe apPlication for
Horkera and other persons exposed, to protect the environrnent and eneure ProPer
use. The data sheets include general. infornation' to:r icology and risk aases$Ient,
r€cotnrnendat ions for national authorities on regulationr prevention of polsoning in
nan, emergency aids, anal jnfornation for rned icel' and laboratory per€onnel on the
diagnosis and treatmenc of casea of poiaoning and on laboratory tests. control
technology guidelines for the safe fornulation, storage and tranaPort of peaticidea
are in preParation.

65. The ItiHO International Digest of fiealth I€gislation regularly PublistEE texts
or sunnaries of nationar larrg, including texts on pe6ticides and other hazardoug
substances. .tointly wlth UN&P, the WhO Regional Otfr'ce for l;uroPe PubliEhedt in
1982, a colqrarative study on regislatrve and adn.l'nistratlve pr@edures for the
control of chenicals, I!./ after revien by the working GrotP on Regulatory Schenes
for lotentia.tly Tox rc uhentcals r.n constrmer Producta, herd at varna, tsulgaria trom
2l to 25 september I98I.

56. The increasing concern of t|}Io member States about all aspect€ of chenical
safety was expres€ed in 1977 in resolution whA30.47 on evaluation of the effects of
chenrcals on heatth. This in Curn led to the establistment of the International
Progranme on cheni.cal satety, which norks jointly rrith UNBP and IIo, and in
co-operation trith FAO with regard to Pesticide residues in food and food
additives. one of its rnost rllportant activities has been ttte jolnt WEo/UNEP

I4nvironmental Health Criteria Progranme, with the PurPose of evaluatlng all
avarlable tnfornation on the effects of sPecific chemicals or groupa of chemicalg
that nay influence hunan health and the envirorunent, so as to provide a scientific
baais for poticy alecisions atned at Protecting human health ard the environment
from adverse conselFrehces of exposure to such chemi.cala. More chan
50 Enviroffnental Health criteria d@uments have been publlshed or are in
preparation, covering a Hide range of subjects, includlng heavy netals, air
pollutants, pesticides, solvents and physical factors- The Progranme on Chemical
sarety has recently enbarked on the production and publication of ahort-riak
evaluation doc ulnents on chenrcals ot rnternational aignlficance and haa establi€hed
close Horking link€ vrith IRPIC for that Purpose.

67. Other activities vtithin the framevJork of the Prograrnme include the
UNEPnHo/sc ientl f rc comnittee on Problems of the Environnent {scoPE) of the
Internati.onaL (burFrl of Sctentific Unions (ICSU) Scientit ic GrouP on Methodol'ogies
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for ttre safety Eva.luation of Chenicalsl the npnographs on the evaluation ot the
carcinogenic risk of chemicals to hunans. published by the International Agency for
Research on Carrer of l*lo, rrith UNEP support, ard the Programne I s ltorking Group on
Principles for Evaluating Health Risks to Progeny Associated with !:q)osure to
chenicals during Pregnancy.

E. horld Sank

58. The World Bank, through its Offi.ce of Envirorunental Affairar issued a serles
of guidelines for EeLection and use of agrochemrcals in its proj€cts, irEluding
ecr4)ational safety and health guidelines with regard to rodenticades, in 1980 and'
in 1982, wrth regard to pesticides packaging and Lab€Ilr.ng, PeEtlcldes
transportatlon and distributlon and pesticides application. Those guldelinea are
continually undergorng revision and uPdating to reflect ne[' infornation. The
guldelinee also contain information on pesticides whictr are banned or restricteal
under certain natlona.L regu.Latrona because of Long-range effecta and on equrvalent
acceptable substitutea for banned pesticides. The Bank is preparing educatj.onal
materials for illiterate workers and their fanilies on saf,e handling and use of
pestrcrdes, lncludtng a patnphlet on the recogni.tion and early treatment ot
pestici.de poisoning. As part of the handbook on the disposal of toD{ 1c and
hazardous rrastes, naterlal is also being prepared on safe dlsposal of unused
peaticide€ and pe€ticide containers,

F- General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade

69. The rvork of tbe General AgreenenC on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in the area of
banned hazardous chenicals and pharnaceutical products ia basically related to the
Agreenent on Technical Ba:riers to Trade, the arn of nhich is to prevent
unneceseary obstacles to trade that might result frorn technical regulations or
standarda adopted by covernnents or other bodies for reasons of safety, health,
consumer or envrromEnt protectr.on or other purposes. Ahe Connlttee on Techn&a1
Barriers to Trade, establiahed urder the Agreement, has instituted a notification
preedure whereby (bverrunent srgnatories ot the Agreenent intorm other signatoriea
of proposed neh, technical regulations or certification syatens and provlde them
rrith an opportunity to conltEnt on such proposals. In thia wat; tr€w regulations
that nay affect the dotrestic sale and inportation of specific Products are being
brought to tne attentron of the Goverrumnts concerned. This does not, hoHever,
provide for the systenatic notificatlon ot a.]'l neasures that result in the banning
lor sale ot hazardous or unsafe pr(ructs. The Agree[Fnt on Technical Barriers to
'Irade a16o concalns sPecral provislons for technlcal asaistance to deveLoPing
countries in the area of staridardi zatlon which cover some aspects of the issueE
dealt with in paragraph 6 of ceneral Aseenbly resolution 36,/L66.

70. In addltion, at their tni.nisterial-Ievel lreetj'ng held fron 24 to
29 Novetnber 1982, the contracting parties to GATT adcpted a cleci€ion on the exPort
of donestically prohibited goods by nhich the contracting parties should, to the
m:rxinun e(tent feasible, noti.fy GATT of any goods produced and exported by them but
banned by their national authorities for sale on thelr donestic narkets on grourds
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of hunan health and safety. At therr 1984 session, Che contractlng Parties wiII
consrder, in the ligbt of experience gained with this notification Procedure, the
need for ttle study of problems relevant to G,ilTf in relatron to $.ports ot
dcNrestically prohr.biteal gooda anal of any action that nay be aPProPriate to deal
with auch problena.

7I. so !ar, GATT has. received I? notlfications fron countries irdicating that they
do not Produc€ or exPort any goocls banned for sa].e on tberr domegtic narket6'

III. ACTMTIES OF RIGIONAL IIiTERGOVEF'r']IiENIAL ORGANIZATIOIiS

A. orqanisation for Econolrric co-operation and DeveloPlent

72. In 197I, the council of the organtsatlon for Econonic co-operation and
DeveLopnent (oEcD) estabtished a Procedure for Notification and consultatron on
Measures for Control of Substances Affecclng Men and hi6 Environment
( reconmerdation c(71)73 (Final)) to aLLohr menber countries to receive, as far as
practicable, prior notification of tneasures pendingr and early notification of
neasures taken in instances where such measures are likely to have significant
effects on the ecohorny and trade ot other countrres. To date, there have been 36
notifrcations and chree consultations under the Pr@edure.

73. h 1977. the chernlcals Group of oEcD established a comPlementary Information
Excharye Procedure to assigt nember countrres in co-ordinating lhei.r activities as
they irptement new toxic sub€tances laws or otherwise exPand regulatory control of
chemrcals, and to keep each other and internatlonal organizatlons inforned of such
activities. Contact polnts leere designated in nember Gove rrulent s and international
organizations (IIO, FAO, VIHO, !4ononrc comnrssron for Europe ( tlCU) ' t'N!;P and
European Econonlc comnunity (EEC))' and to date about 300 exchanges have been made.

74. As part of the oEcu speclal Prograrune on the contro.l- of chemicals' initiated
in 1978, the lhnagement Corulittee established an ExPert GrouP on Information
E:<change Related to E:<port of Hazardou€ chemicats. In october 1983, the second
Joj.nt I'leeting of the Chem!.cala Grorp ltanagement corunitbee endorsed guiding
prrnciples on infornation exchange related to exPor t of banned or severeLy
restricted chenical€' on the basis of the 1982 final report of the Expert Group.
Followlng a final. revier,, by the llnvironnent cotruuittee' those PrinciPles Here
endorsed by the Second iloj.nt Meellng of the Cheni.cals Group l4anagement Comnittee'
on 25 and 26 october 1983, and after review (requested by the Envlrorunent
comnittee) are to be foruarded to the oEcD council for adoption in 1984.

?5. In recomrFndation C(84)37 (Final) adopted on 4 APriI 1984, the councrL:

"1. REcoIirMEllDs that if a chemical is exported which ia banned or severely
reatricted in the e:q)or ting Member country, rnfornation be provided from that
country to the inPorting country to enable the latter Eo nake tinely and
inf ormed decisions corEerning that chenj.cal.
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"2. RECOII|MENDS that, Xn exchanging lnformation reLated to export of chemicals
whrch are banned or severely restricted in the country ot export, l4dnber
countries take into account the Guiding Principles aet out in the Append ix
hereto, rrhich is an integral part of this Reconrrcndation.

RECALI*S that the Cqq)lenentary Information Exchange Procedure establi€hed
b!' the chenicals Group ln June 1977 calls for early and rapid €xchange of
infornation anohg l.letnber countries on regulatory actions, planned or taken,
corEerning the control of chenicals.

INVITES non-Itember countries to take note ot the provi.sions contained in
this RecornnEndation and to consider applying then.

rr5r INSTRUCTS the secretary-ceneral to take the necessary steps to ehaure the
wr.de drstribution of this lteconunendation and to naintain comnunication nith
other international orgahisations $orking in this field.

"5. INSTR[rTS the I;n vj. rorurEnt ConlDittee and the Managernent Corunittee of the
Spec i.al Programle on the Contro] of Chernj.ca]s to review action€ taken by
Menber countries with a vren to racilrtating the practical iflplenentation of
this Recomnerdation, and to report thereon to Council no later than three
years after its adoptionrr.

76. In the conte!.t of the above Council recontnerdation, a banned or severely
restricted chenr.caL j.rEludes any chemr.cal that ia the subject of a control action
taken b'y a conpetent authority i.n the exporting country!

'i) to ban or severely restrict the use or hardling of the chemical in
order to protect hunan beal-th or envirotu0ent done€ti,cally, or

r'li) to refuae a reguired authorisation for a proposed first tine use of the
chenical based upon a decl€ion ln the exporting tlember country that
such use would endanger hunan health or the environnent".

77. The guiding principles annexed to the recorunendation also €tate that the
mininum infornation needed to aLert the rq)orting country wouJ'o ber

'i) The fact that an export ia expected or about to occu

"ii) The chemical identif icat iovspec if icatlont

"iii) A sunnary of control action taken in the exporting Uenber country. If
the control action bang or restricts certaln usea but a].].orJs other
useg, auch infornation should be lncluded. Infornation on the
rationale for the control action may a].so be included,

'iv) The fact that additional infornation is availab].e and the indication ot
the contact po:.nt in the exportrng Mer0ber country to nhich a request
for addi.tional i.nformation should be addressedi.
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78. The gulding prirciples further stare that
nThe provision of auch inforrnation to the uporting country Hguld be on a
one-titne ba6is when the f i.rst export folrohring the control actlon in the
expor ting Menber country occurs. It should recur in the case of any
srgnrfrcant deveJ-opment ot nen infornation or conditlon surroundl.ng tbecontrol accion. -For purpoaee of the cuidj.ng prj.nclpL€6, where the u6e of achenical ha6 beefl banned or aeverely reatricted b€fore acloptron ot thege
Guidi.ng Principles, 'the first export follotdlng the control actlonr shall be
deened to be tbe first e:q)ort after adoption ot these cuiding princrple€,
unless the exportlng Menber country hal already provlaled 6uch informatlon..

79. The OECD chenicaLs Group has also deveLoped a series of related gulalellnes anal
Prtncipleg corEernlng good laboratory practica ln the testlng of chenicat s, a
nininum pre-rnarketing €et of data i.n the assesEment of chemicals, test guidellne€,
ard an internationar gl06sary of key terns for chemical' control r,eglgration.In particular, on the baais of the crouprs work, the OECD Council on 26 JuLy 1983
adq)ted reconnendations on the protection of proprietary right€ to data suhnittedin notif ication of new che&icals, on the erchange of confidentlal data on
chemicala, and on a ri6t of non-confldentiar data on chenicaLs (recotrnerdations
c(83)96 (Final) 

' c(83)97 (r'inar) anal c(83)98 (Final)). work is aLso being carrledout nith regard to an overvier of international labeuing practices for chemlcars,$lth a viehr to discueging furth€r harnonizatlon in approaches to labelringpractrces. A recent proposar. for an oEcD code of conduct concerning the oxport of
hazardous chenicars rra6 referred back to the chenlcals croup for further acuoy.

80. h L973' the oBcD cddnittee on consumer porlcy established an rnfortnarNotification Pr@edure concerning product satety. rn additi.on, on the basis ofpropoaals by the comnittee, the council, in 1979, aatq)ted a reconnerdatioD
(C(79)2u2 (l'inal)) corEernrng the safety ot consuner producta and recal.lprocedures- The recdn&endation calred on @vernments ot nenber countriea ito
ensure ... that tho€e gooos that are banned or wittrdrawn from sale rrlthin ther.r
terrrtories because they are inherently so hazardoua that they preEent a severe anddrrect dar€er to 1rfe, health or safety ot any consuner of those goods, are not
exPor ted to oth€r countriear. rt alao urged cover nents to cons i.der thedeairabillty of seekirq porrers to prohiblt e:q)or t ot dangerous goocts, where auch
powers did not yet exi6t.

B. Counc il of Europe

El. The European Agreement on the riestriccron of the use of certaln Detergents rn
wasltlng and cleaning Products, sig ned unaler the auEpices of the councll of Eurq)e
on 16 septernber 1968' prohibit€ the marketing of atetergent prodrrts unresE they areat least.80 per ceht biodegradable. The Agreenent ia currently unater revision, ard
an anenal lng proteol is expected to be open for signature by the nenber Statesin 1984.

82. In 1971, the Council of Europ€ adq)t€d re€olution Ap(?l)4 on theclassification of fornulated pegticide products. Thls claeElflcation, whlch
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ia currently urder revler by the councilrs connittee of ExPerts on Pesticides,
followed earlier work, ln 1969, tor guidance on the safety lab€Uing of tornulated
peaticides, Published in a booklet on pesticides (fifth edition, 198I, sixth

"Oition in preParation). Other Ytork touching on the envi'ro IEntaI and trade
aspects of pesiiciaes includes resolution AP(73)3 on the ilportation of raw edible
nuts and oil,seeds treated rrl th pesticides and resolution AP(8I) 3 on the donEatic
use of peaticides. Tt{o further reaolutions (on wood preeervation products and on
contamination of animal products for human consutq)tion oiring to pesticides used on

livestek and ln rivestock premlses) are in Preparation by tbe committee of Experts
on Pesticides. other e)<I)ert comrnisgions exist for pharmaceutical questions'
cosmetic products, health control ot foodstuffs, flavouring substances, ancl

materials conlng into contact uith tood.

83. I,{ith regard to Pharmaceutlcal Proatuctsr the Parliamentary Assembly of the
courci1 ot Europe aclopted 1n sePtenber 1983 recotulEndation 969(1983) on the
saie ot luropean Pharnaceutical Products in the countries of the third norld'
In paragraPh 17, it is reconmended that the Coru[ittee of I'Iinrsters:

" (a) Invite the goverrunents of the member States to give their fuu Pollbical
supPort to ihe development of an effecEive code of narketing Practices
in the fielal of Pharmaceuticals ' rrhich vfas already discussed ln wHo

in 1978t

" (b) Invite the goverrulents of the rnernber Statea to particiPate eore actively
in the rcertlfication Scherne on the qualiEy of pharnaceutlcal products
noving in international commerce' whrch is nainly an infornation scherne

for the benetit ot rtq)orting countrles and is endorsed by the lluroPean
industry t

"(c) Invite the goverrunents of the menber States to give their full Potitical
supPort to the extension of the Procedures and guidelines referred to i'n
pailgraph 12 lconcerning the control of drugs] to pharmaceuticar
Products j'ntended exclusive.Ly for expor t to Third World countrlesi

" (d) Ihstruct Che conpetent expert connittee of the Council of Europe to
prepare guj.delines for menb€r governnEnts taking into account the
followj.ng princ iples !

" (i) The sale of pharmaceutical products cannot be considered aa an

ordinary trade sirEe it invol-ves human health and well-being'
Irtember States. therefore, should reviae, if necessaEy, their health
aid progranurEs, in order to assist developing countrles with drug
evaluation and itq)roved access to useful drug infornationt

" (ii) (brnpanies whrch are vrr].].ing !o invest j.nto reaearch on
tropical diseases and prepared to pronote the transfer of essentlal
drug technology on favourable terms to the feast develoPed countrres
ought !o b€ encouraged t
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"(iii) Corupani,es should be asked to respect nore the purpose behlnd
the HHO selection of essential drugs and not to push, by advertising
calpaigns and unethical pressures on pub]ic hearth professionals,
expensive and irrational drugs,

rr(rv) Br.g research-based corpanles, which unttl now nainly exported
brand-Eaned products, should be encouraged in their new trenct to
produce also generlc drugs rrh'.ch no longer ehjoy protection and are
therefore cheaper for the consuroer, rather than to leave thi€ field
to Lou quality irnitators,

" (v) P1ans by tbe government€ of developing countries to rationalize
their drug policies ei,ther by the creation of central purchasing
agencies, th€ pronption of generic names or by other similar neans
should not be obstructed, provided that hrgh standarcls of equality
are observed ".

C. luropean Econonic Connunitv

84. ?he European Economlc Corulunity (EEc) has adopteal a series of directlves
requiring nenber States to bring their national legtstation into conf,ornity with
comnon standards laid donn for a wide range of potentially harnful chemical
products, includj,ng industrial chenicals auch as PCtsst agrlculturaL chenical€ such
as pesticides, fertilizers and feedstuff additlves, food additives and
cohtaninantsi cosmeticg, detergentsi solvents i palnts, varnishes, adhesives etc.
Other directives deal wlth workerar protection fron harnful expoeure to certain
chemicals.

85. The nost ltq)or tant genera.L EEC enactrnent in this field is the soralled
"sixth atnendnentrr to the 1967 Directr.ve on the Appro:( rmat ion ot the Lahrs,
Regulations and Mninistratlve Provisions Relating to the Classification, Packaging
anq l,abellrng of ljangerous Substances. That anendnEnt eetablished detailed
requrrements for the notifrcation of new substances narketed or i.mported in EEC
menber countries, if they teLl withrn the given definitions of "dangerous
Eubstances' (explosive, o:.idizi.ng, flanmable, toxic, harnful, corrosive, irritant,
daDgerous for tbe environtrEnt, carcrnogenrc). Altne)aed to the Directive are methods
for the deternination of physico-chenrca-L properties, toxicity and eco-to:(icity,
classitication and labelling requlrertEnt6i a base set ot technical infornation,
additional i.nfornation and text required. The uniforn procedures of the
sixth an€nalnent are aJ.so followed in several non-mstrber countries outside IIJC.

86. In 1973, the EEC Council of t4inisters adopted a data bank project,
ljnvironnental chemicals Data and Infornatron Net$ork (ECDIN). BCDIN maintains
chenical inforhation, including infornatlon on manufacturers, gathered by itself or
through the network establisheal arpng the 10 Comnunity countries. The baslc
PrincrpLe of ECDIN ia to store reLevant infornation on chenicals, degradation
productar netabolites ard by-proalucts, regardless of the form in which they are
uaed, and to enable all peq)].e engaged in envirorunental nanagenent atd research to
obtain rapidly reliable lnfornation and data on chellica1s. AJ-tbough r,ork is stil]
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in a preParatory phase on an area-wide automatic infornation retrieval ne tvrori( t

}iCDIN made a mafor conEribution in 1981 to the geheration of the Eurq)ean

Inventory of ltxiating corunercial Chenlcal Sub€tances' nithin the context of the

sixth amendment.

57. A cotruron teature of most EEC directives for Potentiauy- harmful 
_ 
chemicals is

th€factthattheydonotcoverProductsexportedtorpn-netnbercountries.Asa
resu.Ltr most prodrsts exported from EEc countries are not aubject to the

above-nrent ioned environnintal safeguards and standards applicable to Products
narketed within EEc.

88. In order to remedy that situation, the EuroPean Parliament' on

I.loctob€rlgs3.adoPtedaresolutionontheexl,ortotvariousdangerousaubstalrces
and preparationg and the desirability of increasing the Protection of workers and

con€unerg in the uportrrg countries and of the EuroPean consuners of exot ic
foodatutfa. rn particuiai, the resotution caued on the EEc cdmission to amerd

ttre drrectlves corFerning Pesticides "3o that the Pesticides can be e:q'or ted urlder

the foUowing corditiona!

"(a) that th€ government of the lnporting country is informed of the

Partlcular nature ot the Product and of the reatrictlons to which it is
subfect in the exporting country and the reasons for such restrictions'

'(b) that the goverrunent of the i.rPorting country' having received such

notifrcatlon, explicitly requeats the Purchase"'

89. 1t'he resolution turther requeated that exports ot Pestici'dea de€tined for the

developing countriea be Packagea and tabelLed urder the sane requirements as ttpse
narketedwithinrtsc,",,d-thut-tn.directionsforuseberwritteninthemostcomrcn
Ianguage of the country of destination. Preferably accorq)anted by diagraxn€' unless
q)ecif ied otherrvise ov tfre inporting cou-ntriesr' It calle't furthernore on the EEc

@mnission 'to include in developrnent Proqramest

" (a) lncreased technical aid to developlng countries to aseist-t{ith their
indeperdent Procedures for the regiatration and control of Pesticides'

" (b) greater attention to tbe technigues of integrated pest conbrot so that
yield does not aeperd exclusiveiy on the use of chemical Pesticides'

'(c) more attencive studj.es on methods of Protection for those who use

pesticides, it belng i4)ossible to tranafer the methods used in
industriaLized countri'es v,ith a lerl{)erate clinEtet

" (d) rlore deciaive action on the training of, tnstructors nhich Etlould also
proviate for co-ordination rrlth other internatt'onal organizations in the
use of the mass media and educational Publrcations'

" (e) closer contacts vith the producing industry to study progrannes tor the
training ot instructors and methods of infornation on the dangers

deriving from the uncontrolled use of P€sticides"'
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D. CounciL for lqutual Econonic AssisCance

90. In L972, the Council for Mutua1 Econonic Assistance (CIr{EA) adopted
Recomnendations for the Protectron of P.Lants and the Environnent agaj.nst Pollution
by Pesticides. rn 1979, the cMIrA standing comiasron on co-operation rn pubrrc
t{earth i.nitiated a prog rarune on a to:.icologicar passport for chenical corq)oundssubject to introduction into the economy and donestrc rrfe of cr4EA countrles.
Followi ng the lnrtration of the prograrmne, an e)q)er c neetibg rras convened at
Leni.ngrad rn L981, jointly Hrth IltpTC, on the subjecE of basic princi.pleg of
definj.tion ot toxicological and safety data for chenicaL substances inrnternational trade. At the neeting, the participants stressed the iryortance ot
obtaining a broad range of information, especiarly for the deveLoping countries, on
chenicar substances traded internationally. The neeting arso proposed a atraft setof tox icol-og rcar and safety data for chemical aubstarres in international trade,ttith a vien to haHnonizing international notification procedures.

9.1. The cl'ucA standing conniseion on cooperation in public Healch herd a further
neeting 0n this subject i.n 1982 and participated ln a uNlp-sponsored second expert
meeting to review the revised dratt, in l{oscow froru 5 to 9 December 1993. The.
neetir€ prepared a finar draft document oh the basic set ot data for chemrcars in
international trade requiled for an assessnent of hazards to rnan and the
environnent and conditions of safe use.

C. European Free Trade Association

92. Under the auspicea of the European Free Trade Ass@ration (EmA), the
conventron tor the I'lutual Necognitron ot lnspections in i(espect ot the Iqanufactureot Pharmaceuttcal products Has adopted at ceneva on 8 October l9?0, anong the
menber States there are atso slx non-U!-TA countrres, The Conventton, corflnon1y
knorrn as the Pharnaceutical Inspection Cohvention, provides for an exchange of
informatton betHeen corq)etent authoritles on qualrty standards for manufacEurrng
Practrces and other infornation relevant to the qualrty control over pharmaceutical
Products upon the request of an lrporting country. According to article 5, if a
colPetent authorrty discovers in the course of its inspection duties or otherwise
Partlcular clrcumstahces rrhrch cause a pharnaceutrcal product to be ot imnj,nent and
aerrous darqer to the public, ib shall irnnediately corununicate its findings to the
colq)etent authorities of the other contracting States.

93. h 1979, the registration authorities of five E!:IA countriee (Austrla,
Prnland, Norway, srreden and s$itzerland) srgned a scherne for the Mutual Recognition
of Evaluation Reports on pharmaceutical prodrrcts, aa a voluntary urderstanding tofacilltate the registration of foreign pharmaceutl.cals.

F. Organization of Anerican States

94. h 1982, the Inter-American Econonic and soctal Council of the Organization of
Anerican states (@s) adopted a resolution requesting the OAs secretariat, with the
co-operation of other specialtzed interhational organlzationa, to prepare an
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inventory of to:<ic Products tthose use had been restricted or Prohibited in the

United staces of AJ0errca or other countries an(r to di'sseninate thiE information to

nember States. Provision has also been nade to keep the inventory uP to date and

to inform member staEea tl{lce a year of modlfications'

95.InseptemberIgS3,thesPecialco[|litteeforconsultationandNegotiationof
the rnter-Anerican Econ;i" u'rla so" itr council' atter having seen the rrPreliminary

list of banned or stgnifieantly restricted substances in the United states"
(crrs,/cr:coN,/463) , resorved to instruct the General secretariat to keep the report

|+r to date and to PrePare a fist of alternatlves that t'ould enable the lrember

Stales fron Latin Anertca and the Caribbean to have greater control and lnfornation

on products ijtlpor teal from the united states that were banned or under investigation
in that country, as ue]'.]. aa the neans aimed at achieving adequate identification ot

such subatances and prodrrcts ltith a vler' to controrLing their narketing urder other

name6. A report on thls natter wilt be considered at the fourteenth regul-ar

neeting of t-he fuecial Cotlnlittee for Consultati'on and Negotiation'

96. The oA.S Inter-Anerlcan Institute for Cooperation in Agricutture has sponsored

Ieveral contererEes on the harnonization of agrochemicals regulatione in Iatln
lllnerrca.Asaresultotalgs2regionafneetlngatcartagena',agreementwas
reached on colunon crrteria for Peslicide hazard categories (folLoying the liHo

clas€if ication) , iab€Illng and regiatration requirenEnts'

IV' NON-GO\IERNI4EMAL ORGANIZATIONS

A. IndusttY ano trade

g?. The International Group of National Asa@rations ot Agrochenical l'tanufacturers

(GTFAP), rePresenting cbenical industry ass@iations in 25 countrieat Published in
1982, "GuideLines for tbe sate handling of pesticides during thelr fornulatlon'
packing, storage and transport", whrch also cover occupational hearth' industrial
hygiene and envrronrnental irotection asPect€ in non-technical language' uore

recently, dcuidelines tor -the safe and effective use of Pesticides' have been

il;ii.#;. The craAP sulteiin informs nenbers of current internationar
deveropnents in the fiercl of tracle controls for Pesticides' A further set of
guiatelines on fiell ..".g"oy first ald is in preparation' In october 1983' one of

the nsnber assocLatlon€ of GIIA?, the united sta;s National Agricultural chetnicala

Association, after consultatlon with enviro trental organizatlons ard.churcb groups'

accepted a set of guidelines for adv€rtising practices in the pronot ion of
peEticide products fn aeveiopfng areas of the wsrl'l' as a t'oluntary code of
atandards for united st"t"" -aha i"a1 corq)anies er.5oitittg or rErketing agricultural
cbemicalsindeveJ.oPlngcountries.FurtherguidelinesonlabellingPracticesare
urrder negotiatron.

98. The Internationar Federation of Pharnaceutical l'tanuf acturers Asseiationa
(IrPl4A), rePres€nting pharnaceutical industry asBociationa in 3() countries' pIU6 12

affiliated through the r.atin Anerican Asg@iation of the Pharrnaceutical Industry'
in 1981 adoPted a code of uarketing Fractices in the lharmaceutical Sector ' aa a

voluntary model for its menb€r asgociation6, including Proviaions on the
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obligations of incluatry, general prlnciples of narketing practicea, nedlcalrepre€entativeSr congt€sa€s, prinlad promotionaf materiaLs and saaples.
99' rnforrnation naterlal 0n potentialry harmful chenicar€ has been proaruced by theEuropean council of chenical rrranutactuilrsi rlierations, in the forn of transport. energency nTRtiMcAaDs n r and,--i,, 1983, by th. ;ii corq)anies, International. titudycroup for conservation of clean ai.r'ani ;;;";-i" Europe, in the forn of heatth analsatety data sheets tor petroleun products; *ir"f, a*fua" data on chemical
liHlilltll;.tT;: ff::-""'es.and 

rirst aia, ecoto:<ic*v, sroraee' spiuase and
earabr rshed r. .'-ir-iy'li:";T:;::'"iff :jj""ffi iH ::il:tr:::.ffi 

' 

::fl.;r *
:ffiH::.ir$S::"i::..r" ot rhe tolricorosy, ilruains ec-oto:<rcol"r",-", serected

A. Epvirohnental consergation
r00' h addition to its joint work rdith uNEp anal *Ho ln the rnternationar progra'neon chet.ical safety' the sci.entifi. co.ri ll." in proorens of the Environr=nt (scop!)of the rnternationar councir of scientific urriorrr ."rrr"a out a stu y in 1993 forthe appraisal of tests to predict tfr. ""uir"niJrrtal behaviour of chemlca.Ls, and isconaidering proposals f,
dere rmi ne io-ng-i" i^-t."* lil lHi ::::::il1.":::iff ii;".:ff Ti:ffTffi:,i:" .ochenical€. A reporr 

"n i:thT:. f:. "r".r;;;; ihe ertects or chemicara onreproductlve functions was published in fgg3 
- 

( icopn Report No. 2).
101. The CoEniasioh * :::I"Sl_:f_ the Internationat Unlon for conservation ofNature and Natural e*yr:.:- (IuCsI) establisheJ'a irorffng group on €colog ica-LaaPects of envirohnenbaL pollutant;, ilil;il a Joint neetlng with uNEp/rxprc inl98I to prepare 

" 
positi?? statenenr on p""li"io. u6e, and a report on theassessnent of future pestlcide hazards ti-rp""i"" and eco'yatema. one of the rtrcNnenber ass@iations, the Internationaf <.or,ilii-ior Bird preservation, ha6 expres€edparticular corcern over the a"rg. 

""u"J-1"-ii.o populations in ateveloprngcounrriea okri ng to the use of bi;idal .;;;";i", nany or rrhich are banned orseverely restricted in the countri"" 
"t "rigii] The IUeN ceneral Assernbry, at it6fi.fteenth seasion, held at _chri stehurch, llei zeafana, in 19eI, adopteal resot ution15,/15 on international trade in p.rti.ia."-,"nili

'rcalls upon all countrles to prohibit the expor t of pesticides rrhich arebanned for dqrestic use.in thlir 
"oria.y-oi orlgrn, except {a) for ep€cj.frcpurpose€ for which no arternate ra.n" oi pest cohtror are avairablet (b) attbe expl lclt request ot the govermn"iala-in. ir'porting country, and(c) following approp-:i:te notification by trre exporter of the health andenvlronnental conseqdences ot tte pro<tuci,,.

r02' ?he lrurq)ean lnvironr*ntar Bureau pubr.ishes a ,,To:r ic substancee contrornewaretter' for tbe infor&ation of its ;ffiriate envirormental 
'rganizatrons. Theilj'ff.fftil;;ff ;.;fl:":I on rhe exporr ori.uri"ro"" to o.o.roPing-.oontri"r, .t

cernany, i,, a'y rgai.-'d:":S:il| i::";llr*.:.H.:"::*:il."J"..r *"r"uri"'"i-
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Bruesers in December r9g3. The schneverdingen seminar, vrhich nas attended by

rePreaentatives of 35 "on-got""ntntal 
organizati""" tt"t l-5 countries' addressed

resolutions to united Nation6 agencies and boares arxi EEC' and called on nationar

Governments of pest ici'le-exporting countries to

"(i) enact intnediatery I'eg istation to ensure that Pesticide ploducts banned'

severely '""ii 
i"i"u 

' 

- 

"nreg 
i stered. ot. uirltntttiry withdrawn from the

narket should not be exPorced without prior notificati'on by tbe

exPorcing country goverDnent :: :1"-:;"tent 
authority of the rnporting

country. Thls n;tj'fication shourd ""i'[in-"rr 
the relevant information

on tne proouctt-t"-t"tlr" the authoritv of the impor t:n! 
-:::ittt 

t"

decideontt;-;;;';;l;"'Arterhavr-ngrecervedsuchnoti'frcatronthe
authorrty nay ask for further detarred Inforrnation on the product (or

substitutea) in questront

"(iI)ensurethatthislegrs].ationProhibrtstheexPortofsuchbanned,
restricted, wrthdrawn and unregistereo pesticiOe"'' u"l":: :!1lf lcally

requested Oy tt't tT o"ing country subsequent to the informatron

exchange Procesa t

"(iir) ensure that a1l pesticides for export are to b€ sublect to the sane

reg istrationl;;;;;t" as peaticides for domest j'c usei

* (iv) ensure that other relevant national and'/or internationaLry agreed

standards are being net and tt'"t -notifitttion and control procedures

should be accessible to the Public'

'(v) work towards the provision 
-of ..an 

annual notification of infornation on

a1I other exPorted Pesticides" '

lo3. The Agricultural chenicals Dialogue Group' convened since L982 in the United

states of Amer'ca uy at 
"=Liiilll*,alior,-io,rrraati"ni-*iir, 

ParticiPation from other

environmental otg.n, ""iioi"l-"t"'itr' 
groups and 

-industry; 
has arso taken up the

topic of guiatelines r"t-i"I'it 
---'iolwia" 

trade in agricultural chenrcals' not

intended to di.ctate aecieiong to inporting counlriesr but rather to nake certarn

that auch countraea n"""- tt a proper quantity and qualrty of information to arrlv€

at therr own regulatory decisrons'

104. The International Federation of Plantation' AgricuLturai and AIIied worKers

(rFPAAri) has long been corEerned by the occuPational health hazards caused by

pesticides and other .h;;;;i;-;";a in tg'i"orilt"l rrreew held an rnternational

seninar on Health and safety in Agriculture at Geneva in I982t wlth the

participation oa opa'tt irin internatronal organizations and wlth regronal repolts

presented by its affiriatt ru"I uorkersr organizations' Through Periodlc

circulars, TFPAAI keePs its atriliates intormed of develoPments in the fierd ot

potentially harnfu]" agrocbemicals'

I05. The rnternational organization of consumer gnisns' (IocU) ' establlshed in 1960'

hag carried out a nunbe; ii ttuu'"" on ttre -international 
trade in-potentially

harnful chenicala (for exaryle, dangerous arugs' ln lrzl) ' The tenth world

l "'
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congress of rocu, held at rhe Hag ue in rgg.L, adopted recotrmendations on the durq)ingof hazardous products, technologies and wastes into third worl-d countri€sr aDo
Launched a .Qonsutner rnterpor" project which co-ordinates the exchange of
infornEtion on hazardous consumer proclucts through a wor.l,d-wrde netw;rk ot
correspondents. h 1983, IOCU published a "consumer actlon and resource kit'r on 44
hazardous chenrcaJ. pestrc.r.des.

lob. The rnternationar organrzatioh of consumer un:.ons was instrumental rn acoalrtioh of non-goverrunental organizatons fron 2? countries, Eealth ActronInternatronal (HAI), establrshed atter a conference on pharnaceutlcaLs held at
Geneva in l"tay 1981. The coalrtion initiated prograrnmes for the exchange otinfornation on the structure and practices of the murtr.nationar pharnaceutrcal
industry, and for the co-ordinatlon of consurner action canlpaigns in this f i.erd.Critici.zing the IFPUA Cocle, j.t urged iiHO and UNCTAD to develop a code ot pracrrcefor the narketing of pharmaceuticals.

r07. rn 1982, HAr pubrrshed a "Draft proposar for ah international cocie on
Pharnaceuticars r discussion docufient". The draft contained a preanble and thefollowing L4 nain sections: (a) ains, (b) scope, (c) defini.Cion, (d) drugregistration, (e) regislration of new Orugs, (i) pre-regi stration of clinicaltri'a16, (g) information. (h) labelling, package rnserts and promotional materi.ar-,(i) sales and promotion of pharnaceutical products, (j) pricing, sales anddiatribution, (k) pharrnaceutical technology, 111 ,e=e.rch and developnent,(n) unplementation and (n) xpnitoring and reviev, procedures.

loE' rn the preanble to the dratt, HAr invited conunents fron experts ana statedthat the adoption of a code wour.d require the expertise of various qencles, [psEiruportantJ.y of hto and UNCTAD.

.109. A Pesticide Action Network (pAN) was tounded at a meeting at penahg, l,talaysia,.n May 1982, by non-governmental organizations trom 16 countries, foLloeed by theestabtishment of regronal focal points for A61a and the paciftc (IOCU), Eurotrre
(o)FAI'l) and Nor th Arner ica (l.riends of the larth). The Bnvrronnent Liaison centre(}]!c) based at Nairobr serves as the African focar. point, distri.butes a regur.ar pAr{
Pesricide D:.ges! as part ot its ohrn ',Ecotorurn'r journaJ-, and in Novenber 1983 hosted
an Afrrcan senlnar on th€ use and Handring 0f Alrr.curturar. and other pest controJ.
chemicars, at Narrobi. That seni.nar was attended by representatlves of nationalagencles and non3overrunental organizations fron African countries and adopted aseriea of resolutions calling, inter alia, for the harnonization of internatlonalnotification and reguration systens for banned and severer.y restricted pegticides,and ryecificalry requiring the e:q)licit consent of the irqirting countr! before theproduct rvaa exported.

V. COI,TCTUDING OBSERVATIOTTS

lI0. There is an increasing akrarene66 on the par! ot the ifiporting and exportlngcountries alike of ttre need for exchange of tnfortnatron on internal contro.Lmeaaures taken by the G:overnhents of e)q)orting countries rrith respect to thenanufacture, handlurg ard Use of chemical and pharmaceutical product€. The
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principi-e of notrflcatlon to irryorting countrles of measures designed to ban or

severely restrict speclfic prod-ucts in the country of nanufacture haa gained wide

acceptance in nany forums. As to resPon6ibi I ities for the exportation ot those

products, both notification to the Projected user country of the measures bannrng

or restricting tne proauJl atto oiri"iui control of exPorts to that country IDay be

involved.ThelFrerestrictivepositiontaKenlnthj.sregardisthatexportcan
@cur only after notitic"ti"i i" Si""n, followe't by a request fron the conpetent

auttiorities of the inporting country and the issue ot an exPort license' Both

adequate notlftcatron and o;ticial control over each export are s{plicit in this
poaition. In the reas restrictive case' the minimun requirement on the exporting

country is only that of notifi.cation at the tirne of the flrsc export ot any ban or

restrrctlon on the Product' Under those conditions any actual controla over that

export or futule exPorts are the responsibility of the irtrPorting country and no

turther constrarnt ls uq)osed on the exporter regarding further shi'PrEnts, provlded

that the importing counEry irPoses no further restrictions' In casea where the uae

of the product is orricraily lermitted in the rnporting country' only notrf rcation

is rn\ro.Lved.

IIL. Further negotraglons vrlL1 obviously be needed in order to reconc 11e those

posicrons. The ProPosed provisional nolification schene f,or banned and severely

restrictect chenlcars, l",'"g 
- 
a"".^"ped by the uN!:p Ad Hoc wolkrng Grol4) ot l:<Perts,

rePresents an amportant step towaras the harnonization of Positions in thi's

regard. In addrti'on, ."ei"'".d use ot the ntso certrfication scheme on the Qualj'ty

of Pharmaceutical Products Movrng in rnternacronal corulErc e 
-t{i 

L'l- ::l:Tt 
tn*

quality and satety ot inElorted Pharmaceuticala (see paraa' )o-f' 
'urJvE' '

I12. Although lhe f@us of diseu66ions may vary 1n drfferent foruns gith regard to
principles reratiry to the exchange ot information on chemical'a (in particular
pesticides) and on pharrnaceutical Products' the general nature ot the Principleg
thatareevolvinglssufficientlyrvidetoenbracebotbttlosetyPesotProdrrct'6.
considerable irork is oeing carrild out on guidelines relating to various aapects ot
pestlcides, such as l't ih! "t"" of the draft code sPonsored by I'Ao (see para' 47

above) , which nouJ.d provide conprehensive coverage on alL asPects of. thia category

of chenical agents. trrose guiallines rould contain provisiona for the.disclosure
of infornhtion, irpluaing rlUe:.ung and Packaging, as weII as. advertiaing and

promotion. As indi'eatJ abover thise efforts are betng urdertaken at various

J.evel€ of activity, mtn witnin the United Nations systern of organizations and

elsewhere, inclucling dlalogues between nanufacturers' agsoclations and consumer

groups. A continued aralolue uilJ' thus be needed in order to harnonize positions

taken on the various instrunents'

II3. I{ith regard to tbe legislative and adnintstrative caPability of deve}cping

countries !o controf the manufacture, illPort, sale and use ot chemical and

pharnaceuticat proar,rc ts] i..."t i"t"irat-ion indicates that progress aPPears to have

Deen macle ln recent years. In addj'tion to the technical co-cPeration asslgtatrce

Provided bV varrous organizationsr develoPing countries can benefrt from the

exchange of intornatlon at the rnternational' regional or bilatelal levels on

adnrnistrative and regrsJ.ative InodeJ.a foJ.].owed by other countries' Irl thj's regard'

the activiEies of FAO and WHO shou'rd be noted '
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1l'4' 'rhe reference framework provi.ded by the tabie rn the annex below illusrraresthe areas of activr.ty i.n whrch .u"ir o.9-uttt".ti"i- t". been engaged and provrdes abaars for an exanination of the nature ot actions taken or proposed within eachcategory of activrty by referral tor the texi.

Noles

L/ As rn previous lelx)rts o! the Secretary_GeneraL on this subject, rprkbe1n9 undertaken on the tr-ansport 
"a o.rg"."""-Jooo", ,adr.ootive rnaterrals, and onthe contror- of narcotic and p€ychotropic substafues has not be€n irpr-uded in thepreaent report.

- 1/ TDl325 and Add.I. To b€ issued as pro
ff S:i:t", rt-O;ff "lI"?!*,S-:i.i. iiiil=i.ffi(unrted Nations publication, sares No. E.ca.:m.ot, part one, sect. A.

!/ FoLlording the thirty-seventh session of the World Hea1th Assembty, WnOindicated at tshe sixth session ot tt. tnt.r9ou.irrr,ana., Comnittee on science andlechnology for DeveLopnent that, u...r.. -Ji'pr[ress 
rnaae at the country level by

lhe.wHo Action pragranme on Ess€ntiar Drugs l.a-vaccines and because of recentdecisi'ons by w'o intergovernmental boalies uhich reaftirned the overriding enphasrsto be placed by h'o and member cover nent" "n "uiiJi;i-;;;;;;;;'iil;: now rx,stunlikely that WHO could cohtinue participatirrg ir, arr" joint activrty proposa-t.

pubri:1ti" (united Nations

U Otfictal Records of the Socb.7 (E,/L983/r7 . L-E/c. n/I983/s/slnev. U . annex II, paras. 4I-4 3.

v See

J,/ r'ee offrcial R

y &1g., Tbirty-third session, Supplement ro. z5 (A/g3/ZS)r irnex I.

--_--2/^,.1brd., tM3? /25), parr trc,annexr rhirry-eiqhth session, siFEEifiTGlli @/3s/25t r iDn€x.

P/ see
chap. It.B. Envrro!4ent....

g/ See Official Records of
(A'/L0025), annex t.

n/ Ibid., Thirty-first Session, Supplenent No. 25 (A/31,/25), annex I.



ty'39/29o
E/1984/L2o
English
Page 36

gEg (continued)

lbrd.' 'rhi.rtv-third $ession' supplenent No' 25 (A/33/25' r dllr€X r'

publicacl.on, sales No. E'83-0-I) '

&/
w
A/ See Officj.aL taecords of tt-le

suppGment no. x tNX/25) , annex I '

!9/
Eurq)ean Cooperation on Envr ronmenE":^1::::T
il;;;;'fiuil.nt-l- ic"p.nttae en, t{Ho Resional

islative Adtni.nistratlve
E[he concrol ot
Europe, l-982).

A€pects or
office for
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AliNEX

Functional quide to the actlvltleE of, the organizationa

(Matrix nunbers ref€r to the relevant paragraphe of the present
report in which the actlvitles of the organizations, groq)ed

here bt tunctional categories, are described.)

Institutional structure Primary guiding instrunents Basic technical
for exchange of infor- for the exchang e of infor- infornatron

nation matlon i.nput
organizari.on (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

U:q)erts Pollcy
Syst€m meetings g./ lnstrunents !1

Basic Mi.sc.
Irq)IetrEntatron ref. tech.

measures 9// dcEs. 9/ aocs. y'

I. UNII'ID NATIoNS sYsl'lt4

Uni ted Nations

I. DIESA

B. u,()

utictc

UNCTAD

UNIDO

UNEP 22-27 |
30-31,
1?
( rRPrc)

4r-42
(cIs)

rE-19,2I-23,
26r 34-35r 39

47

52,58,60,66

9

142.

3.

5.

l3

15

13

].5-r6

r0-12

35-393'l 20-2t. 29

L7

20,
27-28,
32

46-47,
49

62-55 53-59,
64, 56-
67

40

51

404I

c. r'Ao

D, ntio

45-46,
48-50

47

) /-DJ54-56,
59, 63,
66
( CC IDr.{)
( rcPs)

E. IORLD
tsANK 58

I

F. GATT 69 69-70 59-7L
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rnstitutional structure Prrmaryguiding instrunenta Basic technical"
for excharge of infor- for the exchange of infor- intormation

mation Ination lnput
Organization (U (21 (3) (4) (s) (6)

Basic Mrsc.
I;xElerts Pol icy llq)Ienentation ref. tech'

system neetings g,/ instruments !,/ neasures 9/ aocs. g/ docs. g

lI. REGIONAI INTERGO\IERIS,UINTAI OIrG,\NIZATIONS

A' CECD 74 74-79 '12-73, 80 79 79

B. counc].l
of Europe

c. EEC 86
(ECDTN)

D, CMUA

E. EFTA

F. OAS

a2 81-83

84-85,
87-89

90-9L 90

86 85

ol

o z-6J

85

92-93 92

94 y5-90

III. NON-GOVERNMEMAI, ORGANIZATIONS

A. Indu stry
and Trade

iC. !]nviron-
mentaL
COnSerVa-
tion 105-106, l-01-104 I0l-102,

r09 L05

97-98

r07-108

97-!

l0 0 -16
i09

2/ lxPert meetings: $orking gror4)s, norkshops, Panels and comnittees of
experEs,

E/ Policy Instrumentes resolutlons, reeonulerdations. Princlples, s]/sten
gurdelines, agreerEnts.

g/ Ifiplementation neasures: codea, standards, classif ications, notificatiot.
and certif ication schenea.

9/ Basic refererpe docunentst Product r€gistersr list€ and inventorles,
glossariesi directories, and cotqtendia.

9/ Miscellaneous technical documents: technicat data theets and rePorts,
buLletj.ns, technical guidelines and nanuala.




