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REVIEY OF TEE IMPLEMITATICY OF TED DECLARATION QN TED
STRENGTEENING OF IwiBRHATIONAL SECURITY

Letter dated 21 August 1980 from the Permanent Representative of
Somalia to_the United Wations addressed to the Secretary-Gencral

1 wish to refer to the letter of the Permanent Representative of Ethiopia
dated 9 August 1980 (A/35/386) requestin-~ the circulation, as an official document
of the General Assembly under item 50 of the rrovisional agendu, of the text of a
communication addressed %o you by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia.

As has been cormunieated to you by His Txcelliency the Minister for Foreisn
Affairs of Somalia in his telrgram forwarded to you under cover of my letter
of 13 August 1980 (HV/80/61), Somalis totally rejects Ethiopian allegations of
Somalia's military involvement in the 1iberation struggle teing waged by the
Western Somali Liberation Front. The aim of the cclonialist Addlis Ababa régime
i1s to mislead international public opinion by making the liberation struggle eppzar
as armed conflict between Somalia and Ethiopia. One wonders as to whieh other
State that régime blames for the liberation gtruggles which contirue to be waszed
by Abbo, Eritrea, Tigre and other oppressed areas.

During the past 10 months colonialist Ethiopia has contirually violated the
territorial integrity of the Somali Democratic Fepublic and hes carried out
eerial attacks on Somali towns and villages, not sparing even refugee camrms, with
consequent considerable loss of life and limb as well as the destruction of
property. In his communication, the Foreign Minister of Ethiopia has sought to
deny these attacks against the weight of inderendent evidence whieh is available
to the International community. In this connexion, I wish to quote from a news
report by Heuter dated 2 Aprdil 1980, in which it iz stated:
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"A Swedish relief tesm which 1left its headguarters north of Mogadishu
because of Ethiopian air attacks todaey returned to corntinue helping
refugees, a United Nations High Commissioner for Refusees (UITHCR)
spokasman said. The official said the nine member team left Eelet Uen
300 kms. (180 miles) north of Mogadishu this morning. Aid worlers
reaching Nairobi yesterday said the disaster team had moved to Mogadishu
after Tthicpian MIG fighter-bombers made a saries of strikes at villages
near Belet Uen iast week. The team works In seven refuges camps in the
area wder the auspices of UNHCR.'

Another eyewitness revnort by correspondent Dan Connell datelined DOLO,
Somalis, of 27 June 1980 stated:

"Bomb and rocket frapments littered the streets and the small town school
has disintegrated into two paping craters in this Sormall border town
repeatedly attacked this week by fighter-borbers. The 10,000 residents
of the town fled to the sprawling refugee camps further south after the
first Bthiopian raid on 18 Jun=."

The above-quoted reports by independent news correspondents, ané many
other similar reports which it is not necessary to reproduce in this letter,
bear dirrefutable testimony to the wanton aggression being waged by colonialist
Ethiopia and its unholy allies against the territory and peoonle of the Somali
Democratic Republic.

llot deterred by the overvhelming recognition of the internaticnal
community and the United Hations Crganization of the most sericus refugee
problem in the world which obtains in Somalia, resulting from the policies of
repression and genccide of the Zthiopian régims, the Foreign Minister of that
régime has again resorted to the shameless denial by his Government of the
existence of the refugees. The policy of his Covernment to depopulate the Ogaden
and resettle there drousht-strickan people from other areas is only too well
known. In this connexion, it is not out of place to guote from another news
report of 28 May 1980 by correspondent Jack Simong:

"More than 2,000 refugees from Ethiopia pour into Somalia's makeshift
refugee camps every day, according to Somall and international officials.
Most of them came from the disputed Ogaden desert which has been criss-
crossed by camel-herding Somali nomads for centurles. After questioning
many of the arrivals and those who have survived for som: months in
appalling conditions in the camps, it is hard to disagree with diplomats
in Mogadishu that, to use the words of one of them: ‘The COgaden is
being systematically depopulatedt.”

Many other correspondents have reported in a similar vein.
The international community is well aware of the presence of thousands uron
thousands of foreign troops in the Ogaden and of the supply to the Ethiopian

régime af vast guantities of sophisticated weapons, includins T72 tanks, MIGs 21,
23 and 25, leng-range artiilery and reportedly even poison gases. It requires
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ne great imagination to realize the purpose for the stockpiling of thase
implements of war. In the light of recent events in Kampuchea and Afghanistan
there is little doubt that Somalia is the next tarset for aggression and invasion
and that IDthiopia’s current protestations and complaints constitute but a thinly
disguised pretext for such aggressicn and invasion. As a matter of fact, this
prediction is amply corroborated by recent public statements by the Ithiopian
Government and its embasgsies abroad.

The Foreign Minister of Ethiopia saw fit to include in his communication
allegations of "internal opposition and strife” and "mounting domestic problems”
Tacing the Soemali Government. The truth of the matter is that it is the
Bthiopian régime which is feverishly engaged ir the futile attempt of suppressing
the wars of liberation that continue tc be waged by the oppressed peonles of
Eritrea, Western Scmslia, Abbo and Tirre. Hardly a day passes without armed
clashes being reported by reputable international news agencies between the armed
Torces of Ethiopia, supported by foreign mercenarics and advisers on the one hand,
and the liberation movements on the other hand.

The Ethiopian régime's campaign of terror and repression does not end with its
vain attempt to suppress the liberation struggle. It continues to pursue its
official policy of red terror against the intelligentsia and the religious groups
in the country. The memory is still fresh in ocur minds of the disappearance, as
reported by Amnesty International, of 200 prominent men and women prisoners,
including the former Patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Ethiopia, Abuna Tewoflos.
It therefore 11l behoves the Foreisn Minister of fthiopia to speak of Somalia's
domestic problems.

International public opinion has time and again condemned Ethiopia's
aggression against the territory and people of the Somali Democratic Republic as
well as its policies of genocide and repression against the peoples of Eritrea,
Western Somalia, Abbo and othsr areas. These policies of the Ethiopian Government
endanger internstional peace and security in the region and constitute a denial
of human rights and self-dctermination, both of which are fundamental principles
enshrined in the Charter of the United Wations.

In the circumstances, and in view of the current blatant threats by the
Ethiopian régime to invade Somalia, I request that thiz letter be circulated as
an official document of the General Assermbly under item 50 of the provisional
agends.

(8igned) Ahmed Mohamed ADAN
Ambassador
Permanent Representative to
the United Wations





