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TNITED NATICNS CONCILIATION COMMISSION FCR PALESTINE
SUPPLEMERT TO THE TWELFTH FROCEESS REPCRT
(for the period from 8 October 1952 to 24 November 1952)

Note g the Secretary-Genersl: The Secretary-General
hag honowr to communicate to the Members of the
United Nations, in accordance with the provisions of
peregraph 6 of Genersl Asserbly resolution 512 (VI)
of Jenuayy 1952, & supplement to the twelfth
progress report of the United MNations Conciliation
Cormission for Palestine, - ’

1. Since the Concilietion Cormission submitted ite letest progreas repar‘hy

to the Secretary-Qenerel on 8 October further progress has been made in comnexion
with the matters of conmensétion for Arab refugees and the release of bank accounte
blosked in Israel, which the Concilistion Commission wishes %o bring to the
ettention of the Members of the Unlted Natlons,

2. As the Commission indicated in its recent progress report, tha Government of
Israel agreed to the release of all aceounts belonging to former residents of
Palestine and indiceted ite resdiness to enter into diseussions with the banks
concerned in order %o reasch an egreed method of procedure, It was suggested that
Berclay’s Benk Limited (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) might be epproached in
the first inetance,

3. These discussions between representatives of the Govermnment of Israsl end
Barclay's Bank took plece in London over the perlod from 20 Cetober to 3 November
and were attended by an economic expsrt of the Cormission. As & result of the
negotintions, a gene}nl egreement wes reached on the outline of the scheme to be
gubmitted to the Govermm.nt of Israel for its approvel. The schems in gensral
outline establishes that Barcley's Bank agrees in principle to undertake the
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operation 1f procedurea cen be set up which would parmit the Bank to establish &
central control office at thelr Jerusalem Branch, Barclay'’s Bank would then
Trepare standardized application Porms setting out particulars to be supplied by
each epplicant to emeble the various banks concerned to verify and ldentify the
velidity of each glaim. All ¢laims would be sent to thi depcsitory banks conserne:
for verification and, after being verified by the Bank snd cleared by tha Custodien
of absentee property, would be returnad to Barclay's Bank vhich would then make

‘the necessaxy transfer in pouinds sterling, or the equivalont in other accaptable

- euwrrency, to the sppropriaste bank on belnlf of the claiment.

4, Tt i expooted thet the first instaluent will affect the rapid liquidation of
small ascounts, which constitute the greet mejority, within the framework of
existing Ierael law end without the nped for special leglslation,

5. The Uhited Xations Relief end Works Agency has agrsed to lend its assistance Li
order to facilitate contact between bank and depogitor. Further details of ths
affective application of the procedures outlined in London ere being declded on

the spot between the Israel authorities, the local ropresentative of Barclay's

Bank end the Mnited Nations Relief and Worke Apency for Palestine Refugees in

the Near East, and will be emmounced shortly.

6, As regards the question of compensation, the Commission invites attention to
the fact that et its request the Seoretary-Generasl hes set up the necessery nachinen
for the identification and asseasment of individual Areb property holdings im Israel,
for which compensation may be claimed, The Commisslon's land specialist with two
essistants is now engeged in extracting from the Prlestine land reglsters the
necea'aa.ry information mga.fﬂing ownership, avea, description and valus of the
bundreds of thousends of parcels of land imyolved, For this purpose, the
micro-photographs of the registers which were furnished by the United Kingdom
Government st the Commission's request and at United Nations expense are being used.
Machines for viewing the micro-photographs have been made available at Unite. Natior
Headquarters. ¥esmthe information contained in the land registers, supplemonted
by informatiorn which will be obtained subsequently from the taxation records of the
forner mandetory administration, it is anticipated that 1t will be possible to make
reesonably accwrate estimetes of the valus of sach individual holding. The
taxation records exre in the possession of the Government of Israel, which has
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offered to make them mavalisble te the Commission Por the purpose envisased. It i
expected that the personnel which are now undertaking this work will be reinforced
early next month with the services of & former officer of the mandatory
administration who has speut a 1ifetime in Palestine and is a reocgnized authority
on land values in that comtry, The operaticn has beon planned in puch a way as
to allow for rapid sxpansion of the staff and acceleration of the work when
cirounstences are proplitious, -

7. The Commission will keep tha Socretaery-Genersl informed of all further
developrants thet may take place in comnexion with the quostions of blocked
accounts end campensation for Arab refugees,





