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UNITED NATIONS C0NCILIA!IOlf CCHaSSION FOR PAJ.ES!l!IliE 

~ TO TDE !l'WELrm l'ROO'F.E~S REPORT 

(for the period from 8 October 1952 to 24 November 1952) 

~ by the, Secreta.p-Gen8't'al: !he Seoretary-Genere.l 
bas the honour to comnunicate to the Members ot tbe 
Uni.tea Nations, 1n aocordance with tl.e provisions of 
paraaz-aph 6 o'f Gene~1· Assembly resolution 5lP (VI) 
of 26 Januaey 19.52, a supplement to the twelfth 
progress report of the tlnited Nations conciliation 
Ccmmiss1on :ror Palestine. •• 

l. Since the Conciliation Commission submitted its latest progreas repJ 

to the Secretary-Oenera.1 on 8 October further progress bas been made in connexion 
with tbe matwrs ot colllJ.)ensation tor Arab refugees and the release ot bmik accounts 

blooked in Israel, which the Conciliation C0111Dission wiehes to bri!lg to the 

attention of the Members of the Un!.te«l Nations. 
2. As the Commission indicated 1n its recent progress report, the Government of 

' ' Israel ·agreea to the release of.all aoeounts belonging to f'orm&r residents of 

Palestine ana indicated its readiness to enter into discussions with the banks 

concerned 1n order to reach an agreed me.thod of proaedure. It was suggested that 

:Bare]Ay' s Bank Limited (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) might be approached 1n 

the first instance, 
3. These discussions between representatives of the Ooverment ot Israel aud 
Barclay's Bank took place in London over the period from 20 Cctober to 3 November 

and were attende~ by an eoonOlllic expert of the Commission. As a ree\llt ot the 

negotiations, a general agreement was reached on the outline of the ache~ to be 
•. ' 

submitted .to the Govermii...at of Israel tor its approval. 4lhe scheme 1n gellbral 

outline establishes that Bar~l.a.r' s llank agrees 1n pr1noiple to undertake the 
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operation 1f' prooadurea OBll be set up vhi.cm voul.d permit the Bank to establish a 

oentre.l control office at thei r Jerusalem Branoh. B~clay's Bank would then 

prepan standardized application forms setting out particulars to be supplied bl" 
ea.eh applicant to enable tbe various banks oono.erned to verify and iOentity the 

validity ot ea.oh elaim.. All c,ldms would be sent to th1 deposit017 banks ?<>Utterne, 

tor verification and, after bemg verified by the !,anl: Nld cleared by the custodian 

ot absentee property, would be retU!'?lad to Barclay's Bank 'Which would then make 

the neae11&a.ry transfer 1n ~e ~el'ling, or the eq,..tl.val.·mt in other aooeptabl~ 

,. currsnq, to the appropriate bank on be!le.lf' ot the clai1118nt. 

4. It 1a expeated that tba first instalnent "111 effect the rapid liquidation ~ 

small e.ooounta, vh1oh constitute the great majority, within th~ _:t'ra718work ot 
existing Israel lav 8Dd without tlle need for special legislation. 

;. '?he 'United ?ht1ons Relief and Wo-rke Agency bas a,Jr3ed ·to lend its aas18tance 11 

order to facilitate contact between bank and depositor. F'.n-ther details ot t.:18 

ef fective appllce.t1on of the prooedw.•es ou-tlined in London are being decided on 

the spot between the Israel authorities, the loaal rc,preeentati"fe of Barcl.81''s 

Bank e.nd the trntte4 ~tions Relief and Works Agency for Palestine R~f'ugees in 

the Near East, and \rill be announced shortly. 

6. As regards the question of compensation, the Commission invites attention to 
the. tact that at its request the seoretacy•Geuere.l has set up the necessary maoh1net 

tor th~ 1~ent1fication and assessment of individual Arab prol)erty holdings iu. Isl'&8l, 

for -which oompenaation ~ be chimed, The Commia~ion's land specialist with two 

e.aaistente is now engased in extraoting from. the Palestine land ~egisters the 

necessary 1n1"~t1·on regarding cnmership, area, daeoript1on and value of the 
• I> 

hundreds. _ot thouse.nda of parcels of land involved. For· this purpose, the 

micro-photographs ot the registers Yhioh vere furnished b;y the United Kingdom 

Government· et the Commisston•s req\18st and at United Nations expense are being used. 

Machines for viewing ths Jnioro-photographs have been made available at Unite ..:. Wat101 

Readque.rters. baa the information contained 1n the land regi sters, supplemented 

by information which will be obtained subsequently _ from the taxation reoords of the 

former manc:\atory admill1etre.tion, it ia ~nticipe.ted tbat it Yill be possible to make 

ree.sonably- ac<Nrate estimat_es of too 11a.lue of each individU&l holding. The 

taxation records e.re in the possession of tbe Government of Israel, which :has 
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ottered to make them syailable to the Cmmai■11ion for ti18 purpose emriea,ced. It it 

expected that the personnel which a.re nav undertaking this work will be reinforced 

ear~ next month Yith the s_ervices ot a former officer of the man~tory 

administration w.o bas upeut a llfet1Dle 1n Palestine and is a reoognized authority 

on land values :ln that oowtr;y • . Th~ operation has bean planned 1n such a way as 
to allov fm- rapid Upan.Sion of the staff and aaoelere.tion of the work vben 

ciroumstances are propitious. 

7. The Oomm:t.ssion vill keep tha S'9ere~-General im"ormed of e.U turtbsr 

developments tbat may- take place in connexion vith t::ie q'J9stions o~ bloomd 

accounts and compensation fo:- Arab refugees. 




